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We have received from Mr. John A. Hall, of New 
York, $20 for Chloe Lankton. The United Brethren 
Sunday-school, of Dayton, Indiana, sends $1 for the 
Bliss children ; and the Presbyterian Sunday-school, 
of the same place, $1.25. 


Unquestionably the fullest of modern commenta- 
ries available to English readers is the American 
edition of Lange, published by Scribner, Armstrong, 
& Co., of New York. The Sunday-school teacher 
who has access to a set of this, is better provided 
with helps to the understanding and uses of the 
sacred text than was the average clergyman of a few 
years ago. The publishers, as will be seen by their 
advertisement this week, announce the volume on 
Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, as apart, 
from the set. As this volume covers so much ground 
of the current lessons of the International series, it 
will doubtless be secured by many clergymen and 
teachers; and it ought to finda place also in the 
teachers’ library of many a Sunday school, where it 
will be available for all the teachers. 


One of the consolations of the journalist or the 
author is the long life possible to what he writes. 
Though the newspaper perish,or the book pass out of 


.| Sunday School Times. 


to begin its good or evil mission anew. This reward 
of literature should also be a warning and a monitor 
to the writer. But let not any man think that 
because he writes no books and few letters, his 
words die with the breath that uttered them. Oral 
tradition did not end when printing began. Who 
does not remember all his lifetime some word heard 
in his youth? And who would not give a year’s 
labor to take back something he has too quickly 
said? Spoken words, as in the children’s game, 
acquire strength by going; and should, therefore, be 
watched even more close:y than written words. 


So long as Mr. John Wanamaker was the pub- 
lisher of The Sunday School Times, he allowed no 
advertisement of his personal business to appear in 
its columns, although he was all the time advertis- 
ing on an extensive scale in both the religious 
and secular papers throughout the country. He 
was scrupulous on this point, lest it should seem to 
any one that he was taking advantage of his promi- 
nence in the Sunday-school field to press his busi- 
ness interests. Now, howsver, that he is no longer 
a proprietor of this paper, an advertisement of the 
largest of his establishments in this city finds this 
week, for the first time, a place in the pages of 
The Times. We call attention to this fact at no 
request from Mr. Wanamaker, but in justice to his 
sensitive regard to both the‘interests and the 
good name of the Sunday-school cause with which 
he has so long been prominently identified. 


It might be a perfect stone in the wall, or a per- 
fect touch of color in the picture, but no architect 
would be willing you should get your impression of 
his house from one of its stones; no painter would 
rest the effect of a picture on a single stroke of the 
brush. No one of us wishes to be judged by what 
we are or say in any one mood, or hour, no matter 
if it be our best one. So in Bible study. It is right 
to get all there really is in any single text. We do 
not get that, however, unless we take it in connection 
with other texts—unless we study the single stone 
in its relation to the rest of the stones in the house, 
the single touch of color as a part of the whole pic- 
ture, the single remark in the interpretation of the 
general life. In this weekly study of the Bible, it 
is a good thing, sometimes, to go through a whole 
epistle or gospel, or other book, at asitting. It is 
a grand thing to get adrift on the broad current of 
revelation, where the reflow, and ripples, and eddies 
of isolated texts will not mislead us. There never 
was an error so mischievous or monstrous but that 
it could drag some text to its defense. That opinion 
or practice which is of the atmosphere and spirit 
that pervades the whole Bible can be trusted, and 
that alone. 


Attention was recently called, in the New York 
Tribune, to the wealth of scholarship and the wide 
variety of helps which are at present grouped 
around the weekly International Lessons in The 
This week, as usual, we 
print a large selection of illustrative Bible texts; a 
Lesson Framework by the Rev. George A. Peltz; a 
series of scholarly Critical Notes by Professor 
Toy of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary ; 





print, the article or the paragraph may reappear, per- 


Illustrative Applications by H. Clay Trumbull; an 





religion, by Professor Austin Phelps of Andover ; 
Hints for the Primary Teacher, by Faith Latimer; 
an explanation of the Orientalisms of the lesson, by 
Professor Isaac H. Hall, late of Beirfitt; illustrative 
anecdotes prepared by the Rev. W. W. Newton, of 
Boston; and brief extracts from many commenta- 
tors, selected by the Rev. Dr. Willard M. Rice. In 
addition to these, we give a special illustrated arti- 
cle, by Professor John A. Paine, on the warriors of 
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, referred to in the 
lesson for February 10. Professor Paine is well 
known as the archzologist of the first expedition of 
the Palestine Exploration Society, and especially as 
having identified the site of Mount Pisgah. The 
illustrations accompanying this article are from new 
and not easily accessible sources, drawn and engraved 
expressly for The Sunday School Times. All this 
to illustrate a single week’s lesson! Who now will 
give the old-time whine that there is a lack of 
thoroughness and accuracy in the literature and 
methods of the Sunday-school ? 


If there is one thing that we pride ourselves on, it 
is gur sound orthodoxy. And ‘that is the thing of all 
things which The Independent doesn’t want the 
credit of. So here we must protest against what 
was doubtless intended by The Independent as a 
compliment to our views of “the inspiration and 
canon of Scripture.” We are informed that the | 
most competent scholar selected “ by the enterpris- 
ing editor of The Sunday School Times, after con- 
siderable consultation, ...to prepare the exegeti- 
cal notes on the Lessons from the Old Testament, 
speaks of it asa matter substantially settled that 
Deuteronomy was a late compilation, and not one of 
the books of Moses—the very offense for which 
Professor Robertson Smith is on trial in Scotland.” 
So far is this from being correct, that we vainly search 
Professor Toy’s article in question for a mention of 
the word Deuteronomy ; and, as to the point involved, 
the nearest approach to it by him is where he says 
that ‘“‘the book of the law of Jehovah,” referred to in 
the days of Jehoshaphat, ‘‘ was perhaps not the Penta- 
teuch as we have it ; that probably was not completed 
in its present form till a later period, probably in 
the times of Ezra and Nehemiah.” Now this is a 
very different statement from that of The Indepen- 
dent, on which the cry of “mad dog”’ is raised against 
us. We suppose that the official prosecutors of 
Professor Robertson Smith would hardly claim that 
the account of the death and burial of Moses and the 
inauguration of his successor was written out by 
Moses himself; hence they would admit that “the 
‘Pentateuch as we have it” was “ not completed in its 
present form until a later period” than the days of 
Moses. We insist that no bill of particulars can be 
made out from our columns on this charge of heresy. 


UNTO CHILDREN’S CHILDREN. 


It was a very interesting meeting. Two things 
tended to make it so: The topic was announced 
the week before; and it took the turn of an ex- 
perience meeting. The subject was God’s cove- 
nant faithfulness when Christian parents train up 
their children for him. 

One bore witness to the godly life of a grandfather, 





whose six children not only grew up to be Christian 
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men and women, but all whose grandchildren, some 
seventy in number—with possibly one exception— 
were followers of Christ. There had never been a 
drunkard or profane swearer, to his knowledge, 
among them, and several entered the gospel ministry. 
An aged man testified in like manner to the 
spiritual influence of his pious grandparents on 
children's children to the third and fourth gene- 
ration. Of their large family of sons and daughters, 
all but one entered early upon the Christian life. For 
this one, neither prayer nor covenant promise seemed 
to avail. Threescore and ten found him unconverted, 
his own children pressing intothe kingdom before 
him. Bat at seventy-five, when his praying father 
had lain in the grave fifty years, he grounded arms 
in sweet, complete surrender to the Lord. Living to 
the age of ninety, these last fifteen years—in which 
the second sight of old aga came to his eyes—were 
almost wholly spent in the rapt study of his Bible. 

A minister, retired from pastoral work, related the 
circumstances of his conversion. A young man liv- 
ing away from home, while working in the field one 
afternoon, at a timeof no epecial religious interest 
around him, the Spirit of God laid hold upon him in 
convicting and converting power. Afterward he 
learned that that eame hour had been spent by his 
mother in wrestling prayer for his salvation. 
Another paid tribute to the memory of a mother 
who seemed naturally incapable of talking with her 
children about the things that lay deepest in her 
heart. But her unselfish, holy life before them and 
for them was more constraining than any words 
could have been in bringing them into the fold. 

An aged father spoke touchingly and gratefally 
of a large family of children, all of whom were 
following God here or praising him above. Three 
could never remember the time when they did not 
love and try to serve the Lord. For one, more way- 
ward, the father was specially urgent in prayer for 
long years. He pleaded, he argued, he preseed the 
case before the throne of grace. But no answer was 
given. At last he told the Lord that if it was the 
divine will that he should rest the matter in God's 
hand# and time—if he could know that—he would 
be obedient to the heavenly revelation. But if no 
such unmistakable assurance was given him, he 
should still press his suit. And he did, till the 
answer came, in mighty and saving power. 

And so on, for a full hour, the blessed testimony 
continued. It witnessed convincingly to God's 
covenant faithfulners; it heartened many a discour- 
aged parent and Sunday-school teacher. Through it 
all ran a scarlet thread of deep suggestion: it is less, 
infinitely less, what a parent says, than what he is, 
that molds the character of the child. Others may 
be misled as to his heart. The child reads it unerr- 
ingly. A worldly, selfish spirit withers the power 
of the most fervent prayer or exhortation. The 
godly spirit makes an atmosphere that is breathed 
into the child's very life. Blessed are the parents— 
and the children of the parents—who can talk freely 
with their little ones of the things of the kingdom 
that they so much love. But surely blessed, too, 
are those parents who love and dive them, though 
they may not know how to talk of them. The 
sweet odor of the heart's choice possession will surely 
fill the house. 


TURNING OVER A NEW LEAF, 


At this time of the year a good share of the New 
Year's resolutions collapse, and become the jest of 
the would-be reformer and his friends. Nothing is 
more natural than to attempt to abandon vices and 
peccadilloes on the thirty-first of December, and to 
start on the first day of the year with a new inno- 
cence of life. As the clock strikes twelve it seems 
to toll the knell of a wicked past, while at the same 
time it heralds the virtues of a brighter future. It 
is with the social vices that the resolutions made on 
New Year's have most to do, and men rather than 
women are given to turning over a new leaf on that 
occasion. It is @ matter of fact that the trade of 


| tobacconista and liquor-dealers falls off materially 
during the first two weeksin January. Bat the | 
raturnine vender waits solemnly behind the bar or | 


the counter in grim certainty that his customers will 
return, and make up by new recklessness and 
extravagance for the ascetic deprivaiions of the 
fortnight. And he is too often right. 


The originator of the proverb that hel] is paved 
with good intentions, told both a truth and a false- 
hood. The wholly depraved man never cares to 
make good resolutions at al]. He goes on, year after 
year, in an increasing hardness of guilt, and anni- 
versaries and sermons and sudden warnings quite 
lose their influence upon him. It is really a mark 
of conscience to make good resolutions at all. And 
one day or one week of honest, conscientious 
endeavor, even though it result in failure, is cer- 
tainly better than an unbroken year of wrong-doing. 
But the great evil of the making of resolutions on 
anniversaries is that their breaking leaves a man in 
amore desperate condition. The last state of that 
man is worse than the first. He perhaps determines, 
since he has failed, to fail all over. Where he took 
one drink of liquor before, he takes two now. The 
eingle cigar of the former day is magnified into a half- 
dozen. The petty extravagances that once worried 
him, becomea reckless waste. Old proverbs wheedle 
his conscience into feigned indifference. If he is to 
die for a lamb, it is just as well to die for a sheep. 
Areon is arson, whether the torch be applied toa 
cottage or to a whole city. And so, knowing all the 
while that he is doing wrong, rebuked by his still 
active conscience, the man who made an honest 
attempt at reform finds that he has gained one step 
and lost two. 

The reason of these failures, in great things or 
small, is that time and circumstance are made to 
take the place of conscience and our Lord Jesus 
Christ. It is well to attach a certain importance to 
Christmas, New Year's, a wedding-day, a mother's 
death-bed, a baptiem, or a reception into the church of 
Christ. But the striking cf a midnight clock is not 
a sacrament, nor is a frame of mind an absolution 
for all time tocome. The man who promises to 
become sober and temperate when he is married is 
leaning upon his wife's conscience, and not his own ; 
and no man can be saved by the vicarious sacrifice 
of a human being. He who sets dates and days to 
be his spiritual guides, leans on a reed that is sure 
to break. The almanac is a sorry substitute for con- 
science. In a word, only Christ can save a man. 
His clergyman, his wife, his friends, the circumstances 
of his life, may prove helps to him, but that is all. 
Constant endeavor, in trust in Christ for strength 
and guidance, is the sole remedy for failure and sin. 
Let aman rise each morning with a wholesome regret 
for past wrong-doing, and past failures at reform, 
and with a hearty determination to rest himself on 
Christ for that day's doing, and God will help him in 
his new purposes and struggles. So shall the result 
adern the day, and not the day the reeult. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


Wespoke in warm terms, a little time ago, of Professor 
Barrows’s “Companion to the Bible,” published by the 
American Tract Society. A correspondent at Perth Amboy, 
N. J., now asks: 

Has Professor Barrows's book (which was to follow his “ Compan- 
ion to the Bible”) been issued yet ? and if so can you say whether it 
is published by the American Tract Society? The book referred 
to was, I believe, to be upon Bible Geography, Antiquities, etc. 

“ Sacred Geography and Antiquities ” is the title of the 
second work by Professor Barrows. It is an admirable 
|compend of information in its department. It is pub- 
| lished by the American Tract Society, 150 Nassau Street, 
New York, at $1.75. 


—How the years roll by! Unless weare sharply on the 
lookout we find ourselves speaking of the lessons of two 
or three years ago as in last year’s course. A correspond- 


entin Enfield, Ccrn., calls us to ecccunt in this matier. 
He says: 





You ask under the heading of ‘‘ Promptings to Further Study,” 





of the lesson for January 13, ‘ What representative of Ethiopia 
figured in our New Testament lessons of last year?” Now we 
fail to find any such one in last year’s lessons. The eunuch fig- 
ured in the last lesson of October, 1876. Now if you made amis- 
take, please own it, and we shall not think less of the Quarterly 
for your owning your mistakes. 

Of course we made a mistake. Indeed, we makea great, 
many mistakes. We have, however, a feeling of relief in 
the thought that comparatively so few of them attract 
attention. 


—No one book of verbal illustrations is alike suited to 
all classes of Christian workers and talkers. The better 
plan is for each man to gather a ecrap-book collection of 
his own. His selecting and arranging of them aids to fas- 
ten them in his mind, and makes them thereby more avail- 
able to him for practical use. Yet there are frequent 
inquiries, like the following, for information as to the best 
published collections. A reader from Lafayette, Ind, 
asks : 

What is the most practical and best work on “ illustrations” 
for a Sunday-school teacher, and for use in the prayer-meeting ? I 
notice “ Foster’s Cyclopedia” advertised in The Times, Is it the 
best ? or is there a cheaper work that would answer as well ? 

Foster's “ New Cyclopedia of Prose [llustrations,” in 
two series, each complete in itself, published by Thomes 
Y. Crowell, 744 Broadway, New York, at $500 each, is 
quite an extensive and well-arranged collection of facts, 
fables, and other illustrative teachings. “Illustrative 
Gatherings,” by the Rev. G. S. Bowes, is a smaller and 
different compilation, with fewer anecdotes, and a larger 
share of miscellaneous quotations, perhaps better suited 
for prayer-meeting uses. This also is published in two 
series, at $1.75 each, by Messrs. Perkenpine and Higgins, 
Philadelphia. Doctor Newton’s volumes of sermons to 
children, published by the Carters, are full of helpful 
illustrations. ° 


—It requires all the ingenuity and all the grace of the 
average superintendent to conduct one good Sunday-school 
session on aSunday- Where he tries todo more than th's, 
he commonly does less. Yet the attempt is still made in 
some of ourcity schools to have two sessions each Sunday. 
The story of the common result is well told bya New 
York superintendent, who writes : 

I am a subscriber to The Sunday School Times, and am a super- 
intendent of a small school in this city, and seeing what good 
advice is given in The Times to others, I take the liberty of asking 
you to give, if possible, the advice I desire. We have two sessions 
of our school; the one in the morning is for the study of the les- 
son—this I feel is being blessed. The afternoon session is devoted 
to “ general exercises "—this I cannot say so much for; for very 
often at this session we do not have more than three or four teach- 
ers present, and we are generally limited to two or three of onr 
brethren, who come in and speak to the schoo!, as material to fiil 
up the time, and we have heard from these same persons so often 
that it has now become necessary to have a change of some sort ; 
and if you can suggest any plan by which this session can be 
made profitable you will greatly oblige me. 

Where a second session of the Sunday-school is deemed 
desirable, it is well to have the exercises so conducted as 
either to aid in impressing the lessons of the first session, 
or tosupplement them by appropriate services of worship. 
These peripatetic Sunday-school talkers running from 
school to school in the city, to wear out the patience of 
scholars with their worn-out speeches, have been one of 
the serious hindrances to Sunday-school progress. Some 
of them are men of the best intentions; but they are in 
very poor business, and they ought to be treated like the 
men who propose to change money or sell doves in the 
temple courts. The lesson of the morning might be 
reviewed at the afternoon session, by skillful questions in 
the class or from the desk, or first by the teachers and then 
by the superintendent, followed by a timely emphasis of 
some important lesson teaching in a brief address by the 
superintendent. Again, there might be a service of wor- 
ship for the young including well-arranged responsive 
Bible readings, to give all a part in the exercises, followed 
by a brief sermon or carefully arranged address to the 
children in the line of the lessons studied. Such services 
are very common in Great Britain. There is room for 
many more of them to meet the needs of our American 
children and youth. Young people ought to be taught to 
worship as well as to study and listen to speeches. 
They ought to find the value of entering into the Lord's 
gates with thanksgiving and into his courts with praise, 
as well as going thither to hear blood-curdling stories of 
shipwrecks, and fires, and wars, and rumors of wars, from 
the traveling Sunday-school talker. The second session 
might well be utilized by schools which observe the 
“church year,” in exercises appropriate to the several 
church festivals, as supplementary to the International 
lessons. Almost anything is better than Sunday-school 
speech-making. 
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PATIENCE. 


BY PAUL H. HAYNE, 


She hath no beauty in her face, 
Unless the chastened sweetness there 

And meek long-suffering yield a grace 
To make her mournful features fair. 


Shunned by the gay, the proud, the young, 
She roams throngh dim, unsheltered ways; 
Nor lover’s vow nor flatterer’s tongue 
Brings music to her sober days. 


At best, her skies are clouded o’er, 

And oft she fronts the stinging sleet, 
Or feels on some tempestnous shore 

The storm-waves lash her naked feet! 


Where’er she stays, or musing stands 
By lonesome beach, by turbulent mart,— 
We see her pale, balf-tremulous hands 
Crossed humbly o’er her aching heart. 


Within, a secret pain she bears, 
A pain too deep to feel the balm 
An April spirit finds in tears. — 
Alas! all cureless griefs are calm ! 


Yet, in her passionless strength supreme, 
Despair beyond her pathway flies, 
Awed by the softly steadfast beam 
Of sad, but heaven-enamored eyes !— 


Who pause to greet her, vaguely seem 
Touched by fine wafts of holier air, 

As those who in some mystic dream 
Talk with the angels unaware! 


MINISTERS AS MUSICIANS. 
BY J. E, RANKIN, DD. 


A knowledge of music, perhaps, has as much to do with 
ministerial success as a knowledge of oratory. Having 
preached the Reformation into existence, Martin Luther 
taught it tosing. And when the German people began 
to sing his hymns, neither the gates of Rome nor the gates 
of hell could prevail against him. Our latest modern 
revival movement is partly a movement of song. It is 
the Moody and Sankey movement. And the contribu- 
tions of the beloved P. P. Bliss are also one of the prin- 
cipal elements connected with it. The Jewish church 
was a singing church; so was the early Christian church. 
The Roman Catholic Church has stolen from the people 
their Bible and their service of song. To be sure, it has 
given us grand oratorios and masses instead; but what 
are they if the body of the church has lost its voice, and 
if song does not accompany its progress heavenward ? 

But why should the minister sing? That he -may be 
able to counteract the tendency to musical gymnastics in 
those who participate in the service of song. Music is an 
art; and musicians become enamored of it as such and 
pursue itas such. They like to be admired and wondered 
at. There is a proper place and sphere for the mechanical 
accomplishments of their art. But, in the house of God, 
music is only the vehicle to bear up and express religious 
feeling. The art of music, that which shows itself in the 
performance of difficult feats of voice, has no place in 
public worship. 

A minister, too, is sometimes called upon to select the 
music as well as the hymns to be used. This brings the 
character of the music under his authority. It becomes a 
part of the service, contributing toward a single result, if 
he is competent to make it so. When the ‘words and 
music are not adjusted to each other, but the hymns are 
selected by the minister, and the music by the chorister, 
th» service frequently becomes like a marriage not made 
in heaven. There is a mutual struggle for divorce; since 
man is trying to join together what God had put asunder. 
The choristers sing what the choir has to sing, and not 
what is fitting. 

Again, the minister, if he is a musician, has an oppor- 
tunity to do something to determine the musical literature 
of the present day. The times are prolific in hymn-writers 
and musicians. Both music and hymns have faults and 
excrescences. Much may be done to remedy these defects 
by kind criticism: more, perhaps, by associating one’s self 
with the activities of others in the work of composing 
either hymns or music. It may not be known how much 
such a work as “Songs of the Sanctuary,” compiled by a 
minister who is both a musician and a hymn-writer, is 
indebted for its contents to ministers. Of the 271 com- 
posers of hymns in that book, 149 are ministers. Of the 
1344 hymns which the book contains, 191 are by Watts, 
80 by Charles Wesley, 46 by Doddridge, 37 by Newton, 
“4 each by Bonar and Kelly, and 19 each by Beddome and 
Ray Palmer; making 440, or nearly one quarter of all, 





by eight ministers. That is something, if they had never 
preached a sermon. 

Much of modern hymnology, like much of modern 
music, is very modern; has no lyric fire in it; is not 
destined to survive longer than Jonah’s gourd, and ought 
not to be much wept when it is gone. But, on the other 
hand, who can doubt that the Christian church is to 
endorse and set its seal to some of it, and will sift the 
wheat from the chaff, and gather it into the garner. But, 
suppose not; it answers a temporary use; just as a min- 
ister's sermons do. It gives a temporary impulse to 
Christian life, and then makes way for something else. 
But, whether temporary or permanent, it is the minister's 
privilege to contribute something toward it; and no min- 
ister’s education should be regarded as complete, or his 
equipment complete, who knows nothing about sacred 
music and sacred song. 

Even ministers need relaxation. The apostle says, “Is 
any man merry, let him sing psalms.” And the pious 
George Herbert says that “the country pastor sometimes 
refresheth himself, knowing that nature will not bear ever- 
lasting droppings.” Happy is that minister whose relaxa- 
tion may in some sort, whether by the composition of 
hymns or music, contribute toward what George Herbert 
thus describes : 


“ Sweetest of sweets, I thank you; when displeasure 
Did through my body wound my minde, 
You took me thence; and in your house of pleasure 
A daintie lodging me assigned.” 


How often does the soul lose its sorrows, and have its 
wings spread anew in its joys, by some sacred lyric, which 
is the work of a few moments at the desk; or has its 
counterpart furnished it, at the piano or organ, by some 
workman seeking personal relief from heavy professiona) 
burdens; ay, even as in the case of Cowper, how often is 
this work of composition the sweet alleviation of other- 
wise omnipresent crosses and trials, as Mrs. Browning sang. 


O men, this man in brotherhood your paths beguiling, 
Groaned inly while he taught you peace, and died while ye were 
smiling ! 

the poet learning by suffering what he teaches in song! 
Only eternity will reveal whether Charles Wesley’s hymns 
have not far outstripped his preaching in their influence 
upon the life of the Christian church ; and whether Toplady’s 
“ Rock of Ages” has not accomplished more for Christ’s 
kingdom than the rest of the lifetime of its author. Words- 
worth says, “Scorn not the sonnet.” So we may say, 
Scorn not -the hymn-writer! and to the hymn-writer 
and composer, Magnify thine office! 





HAPPY DODD; 
oR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 


BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 
CHAPTER II. 


There were plenty of daily duties in Happy’s life; her 
place in this small household enabled her mother to eup- 
port them both, for it set her free from home anxieties. 


Happy did all the cooking, made and mended their 
clothes, amd kept the house, or rather the tenement, neat 
and orderly. Three little rooms on the second floor of a 
house do not seem to involve much work, but Happy was 
not strong. And beside, she was lame: the evening 
always found her well tired, and glad to rest in the old 
chair that was once her grandmother’s ; andif there was no 
extra sewing to be done, her mother read to her. This 
week they studied the Sunday-school lesson together with 
more diligence than ever ; for it was now to be the girl who 
should give, where hitherto she had only received. The 
lesson was in the first chapter of Matthew: and these 
were not the days of Union lessons, or Sunday-school, 
papers, or helps. The superintendent gave out a lesson, it 
is true, from one of the old books; but the classes were by 
no means held to it, and Mrs. Dodd had advised Happy to 
begin the New Testament with her class, and go on, chapter 
after chapter. 

Sunday morning dawned bright and clear, and Happy, 
inwardly trembling, arrived punctually’at the chapel, and 
was put in her place by Mr. Fox, who formally introduced 
her to the class when they had all arrived. Adelaide 
Palmer was as fine as silk and velvet and feathers could 
make a child; rather pretty, and full of insolent affecta- 
tion. She bent her head languidly to the new teacher, 
and stared at her black alpaca dress, gray cloth sacque, 
and felt hat with only a bow and band of black velvet, as 
if she were inspecting some natural curiosity. Helen 





Sands, who thought Addy Palmer was wonderful and 


lovely on account of her fine clothes, saw the look and 
tittered softly. Happy's cheek burned, but it was not with 
cowardly dread; she was indignant, Mary Gray nodded 
to her in a careless way, but with no inspection; Julia 
Calhoun, tall, sensible, and evidently bright, with a pleas- 
ant expression, shook hands, and turned a cold face on 
Addy and Helen. 

“T shall like her,” thought Happy, “but I shall love 
this one”—as Ruth Holden, blushing like the flower itself 
held out to her a shell-pink tea-rose in a geranium leaf. 

“ Would you like it?” the child said softly, in a voice 
so sweet the young girl wanted to kiss her on the spot. 

Ruth was indeed lovely: the fair silken hair brushed 
closely back and falling in heavy masses over her shoul- 
ders left unveiled a face whose regular features were abso- 
lutely illuminated by a complexion clear and splendid as 
sun-tinted snow ; great grey eyes fringed with long lashes,— 
eyes as deep and clear as jewels, and full of feelingand purity, 
—looked with a sort of divine candor into her teacher's, 
If Happy had been unworthy of that gaze, she would 
have shrunk from its pure searching; but she herself was 
almost as innocent as Ruth, so she only smiled at her, and 
received an answering ray of light from the child’s face, 
which was fairly radiant when she was pleased, though 
sad in repose. For Ruth was not altogether happy; her 
mother was always hovering on the brink of death, and 
could not brood this bird of Paradise as its delicate, sensi- 
tive nature needed. Perhaps it was better for her that even 
so early life should harden rather than enervate the tender 
plant ; but she seemed so made to be cherished and guarded 
that Happy thought to herself many times afterward how 
much darker the ways of God were than those of man, but 
how much better ! 

This first lesson was not without its difficulties. Addy 
Palmer played with her rings, and jingled her chain and 
cross, while Happy tried to explain the lesson. Helen 
Sands’ eyes roamed far and wide about the chapel, quick 
to note every new dress or fresh hat, and much more 
interested in the contemplation of the Granger family, 
three girls always heaped with finery, than she was in 
the lesson. : 

But Julia Calhoun listened with a certain critical 
expression; Mary Gray looked at her Bible, if nothing 
more; and Ruth Holden's face was like a clouded sky in 
summer, when the winds chase the white fleeces across 
the blue heaven, and shade and sun give to earth the 
expression of living thought. Without knowing it, Happy 
had a graphic way of stating things as if she had seen 
them yesterday, and a simple earnestness of speech very 
pleasant to children. Ruth’s sweet lips parted in breath- 
less interest as, after reading the chapter half through, the 
teacher said, “ Let’s try to see it now. Think of those 
wise old men coming to Jerusalem, to look for the King 
of the Jews. I wonder how they knew what the star in 
the east meant? Perhaps God told them in dreams, as he 
did Joseph. Then you see Herod was troubled. I suppose 
he felt very much as Queen Victoria would now if some 
people should go to London and begin looking for a new 
king of England. How do you think you should feel, 
Helen, in her place?” 

“Oh, dear! I can’t suppose, Miss Dodd.” 

“Can’t you try?” 

“No; I never could suppose anything,” yawned Helen, 
staring with all her might at some visitor who had just 
entered in a new spring suit. Julia Calhoun came to the 
rescue. 

“T think she’d be awfully scared, and I guess Herod 
was.” 

“ Yes, indeed,” Happy went on. “But he wasn’t too 
scared to think: he knew a good deal, I suppose, about 
what to do in an emergency; he had been king long 
enough for that. The first thing to do was to find out 
all these wise men knew, and then he sent them off to 
find out more, and come back and tell him. How glad 
they must have been to see the star, when they got out 
of the city, going right before them to show the way.” 

“Do you suppose it was a real star?” asked Mary Gray, 
looking up suddenly. 

Now Happy had been troubled in her own mind as to 
what she should do in case the scholars questioned her 
too deeply for her knowledge. 

“What shall I do, mother?” she had said only the 
night before—“if the girls ask me something I don’t 
know?” 

“Tell them you don’t know it, Happy. Truth is always 
better than guessing. There’s a great deal in the Bible 
nobody understands; why should you expect to explain 
it all?” 

So she simply answered Mary: 

“T don’tknow. Whatever it was, itshowed them the way. 
I think Mary must have been surprised to see these three 
old men come in to the door of the stall and give her baby 
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such beautiful things, and fall down on their knees before 
him. I wonder what she thought; her head must have 
been full of ideas about the Holy Child.” 

“T thought it was shepherds came first to see him,” said 
Julia. 

“ Yes, that is in another Gospel—in Luke.” 

“ Why aren’t they ali alike?” said Mary Gray. 

“ Because they were written by four different people: I 
don’t think any two persons in the world seeing anything 
happen could tell about it just the same way, even if they 
saw it from the same place.” 

“Why not?” asked Addy Palmer, who happened to have 
been sharply reproved, a day or two before, by her school 
teacher, for misrepresenting something in school, and 
hoped to get a certain justification out of Miss Dodd's 
opinion. 

“ Because they are not made alike: some pecple don’t 
notice or know half that goes on before their eyes, and 
some see every little thing.” 

“Then you don’t believe it’s a lie always if a person 
can’t tell a thing just as it happened?” 

“ Nothing is a lie that is not meant to deceive; if you 
mean people to understand what you tell them to be true, 
when you know it is not true, that is a lie, whoever says 
it.” 

Addy Palmer’s eyes dropped, and she said no more, and 
Happy went on. 

“ And now comes something that makes me think these 
wise men must have been told about Jesus Christ by God 
himself, and sent to see him, for the twelfth verse says: ‘And 
being warned of God in a dream that they should not return 
to Herod, they departed into their own country another 
way.’ So you see Herod did not find out as much as he 
meantto. He did not know God was standing in his way ; he 
did not think about God at all, probably. I think we will 
not go any further to-day in the chapter, but just stop 
here, and see what lessons there are to learn from these 
verses, 

“ One is that it is a good plan to go to the Bible for advice 
and teaching. Even Herod found this; for when he wanted 
to know about Christ he went to the Jewish priests, and 
they told him what the Bible said. If we always go to 
the Bible, we shall find some help or leading in every time 
of trouble or joy.” 

“ About everything ?” said Ruth, with a little trembling 
in her voice, and very wistful eyes, 

“ Yes, dear, about everything of real importance.” 

“T suppose even the Bible wouldn’t tell about dresses 
and bonnets!” said Julia, with a sort of sarcasm in her 
voice, as Addy Palmer, next her in the class, was gazing 
in an absorbed fashion at the Grangers, who had previously 
occupied Helen’s attention. 

“ Yes, it does, something,” answered Happy, smiling. 

“ Why, what?” exclaimed Helen and Addy in a breath. 

“ Suppose you all look and see what you can find in the 
Bible, before next Sunday, about dress. You all have refer- 
ence Bibles ; take for the text first Timothy, second chap- 
ter, ninth verse,” 


Addy looked out the text directly, and showed it to 
Helen, who made a queer little face, thinking no one saw 
her. Miss Dodd did, but she went on. 


“And another thing is to give all we can to God : our 
greatest treasures ; the things we like best and think most 
of. The wise men brought gold and costly perfumes and 
gave them to the Holy Child to show their love and rever- 
ence; and if we love him we shall give him what we love 
best, and that is generally our own selves. These two 
teachings are enough, perhaps, to remember to-day. Now 
will you all tell me what you would have liked best to see, 
that we have read about?” 


Happy did this with a half-conscious idea of making it a 
test question; and to some extent it served that purpose: 
the girls hung back at first, and were shy ; she had to press 
them a little. 

“Suppose you speak in order: what would you have 
liked best?” looking at Adelaide Palmer. 

“Oh! the treasures. I wonder what they were!” 

“That’s just what I was wishing,” said Helen Sands. 

Julia Calhoun thought a moment. 

“Td have liked to see how Mary acted when the wise 
men came in,” 





and talk it over with her mother: simple enough, and akin 
to the “ foolishness of preaching,” but it had interested the 
children, and their criticisms on the new teacher were 
gentle,—except that Addy Palmer sniffed at her dress, and 
Helen Sands said she hadn’t any style; but as neither of 
these possessions are great aids to teaching the Bible, 
Happy would not have been disturbed by them. 

“O, mother, how tired I am!” she said, as they got 
home after the service. “But I likeit ever so much better 
than I thought I should, and I like some of the children.” 

“That is good, dearie; then you have found one thing 
you can do.” 

“ One thing I like to do, mother.” 

Happy had not yet found out that the two are almost 


identical. 
{TO BE CONTINUED. | 





THE GOOD-NIGHT. 


BY H. H. BROWNE, M.D. 


Low in the west the sun is sinking, 
Leaf and flower the dew are drinking, 
Noiselessly the shadows fall ; 

The night bird’s hieing, 

The day is dying, 
The zephyrs sadly, softly sighing ; 
Silence stealeth over all, 
Darkness hangeth like a pall: 

Good-night. 


Sad-eyed Autumn heaps her stores 
At the peaceful cottage doors, 
Harvest of the ripened year; 
Winds are wailing, 
Leaves are paling, 
Low the leafless vines are trailing ; 
All the landscape looketh drear ; 
Winter’s deathly frost is near. 
Good-night. 


Morn and eve are blent as one, 
’Tis the waning of Life’s sun; 
Deep and deeper shadows fall; 
Hate is sleeping, 
Love is weeping, 
Hope and Fear are vigils keeping ; 
Night is gathering like a pall ; 
Peaceful be the sleep of all. 
Good-night. 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


JOHNNIE’S WAVE-OFFERING. 


BY MARGARET E. SANGSTER,. 





It was a tedious time for Johnnie McGregor when he 
was kept on the lounge so many days with a sprained 
ankle. Running merrily to school one morning, he slipped 
on a bit of banana skin which some heedless person had 
thrown upon the pavement; and the result was quite 
serious, for an active boy does not enjoy being a prisoner, 
shut up with a bandaged foot, and obliged to sit or lie still, 
lest he may become acripple. Johnnie fretted a great 
deal about it. He was next to the head in arithmetic, and of 
course he must lose his place, and very likely miss his 
promotion. Cold weather was coming, and the skating 
would be splendid, and those club skates which auntie had 
given him would hang idle on the nail. Altogether, it 
seemed a deplorable state of affairs, and Johnnie was so 
cross and unhappy in consequence, that he made things 
very uncomfortable for his mother and the rest. 

His sister Eunice was talking with the little teacher 
who lived around the corner, and she told her how sorry 
they all were for Johnnie, and how hard it was to get 
along with him. The little teacher was very fond of boys, 
and she understood their ways pretty well; for she had 
fifty or sixty of them in her class in the ward school, and 
some were taller, stronger, and bigger than herself. Yet 
they were very loyal and obedient to her; and as she never 
raised her voice in anger, its sweet, low, loving tones 
always gained attention. At once she thought of some- 
thing which would help Johnnie to while away the weary 
hours ; and one afternoon in she came, with a parcel in her 
hand. It proved to be a scrap-book, and a bottle of 


And Ruth went on, all her face flushing with emotion: | mucilage. Besides,these she had brought a number of 


“O Miss Dodd, I wish I could have seen the baby !” 
Poor little Ruth! her tiny sisters both lay in the grave- 


illustrated papers, and a large sharp pair of scissors. 
“ Now, Johnnie,” said she, “it seems to me that the 


yard, but her loving heart kept them in sweet remembrance. | time has come when you and I can help each other. You 
“T'd have chosen to see the wise men, and ask them | have plenty of leisure at present, and I have very little. 


about the star,” said Mary Gray. 


There is a boy in my class, whose brother was run over 


Just then the bell rang, for there had been much said not | by a truck ; and the poor fellow lies in the hospital, where 
chronicled here, and they turned about to sing. The | the.doctors are taking care of him, and one leg has been 
lesson was not after any very scientific or orderly fashion: | cut off. He will always be lame. I know it will be a 
it was the.way Happy had been used to read the Bible | long, long time before he can even limp around with a 





crutch, and I want very much to make something which 
will please and amuse him. But my trouble,as you know, 
dear, is that the winter days are so very short, and my 
eyes won't let me work by gaslight. Now, could not you 
make the scrap-book for Pat Ryan, and so it would be our 
gift to him, yours and mine?” 

Johnnie was delighted with the idea. He entered into 
it with eager enthusiasm. Eunice brought out some 
lovely French pictures which she had been saving to paste 
on a ginger-jar, but she thought the jar could wait better 
than the suffering boy. Johnnie pasted, and planned, 
and made beautiful gold and silver borders round some 
of the pictures, and printed mottoes and texts with red 
ink under others, and even managed one gorgeous page 
out of some peacock feathers which a cousin had given 
him the year before. The book grew under his hand, and 
was tasteful and elegant, so that all the visitors who hap- 
pened in to see Mrs. McGregor looked at it with admira- 
tion. Some of them sent contributions of their own to it ; 
and one kind lady gave Johnnie a crisp new five-dollar 
bill, with the request that he would hand it to the little 
teacher, and ask her to expend it wisely for Pat. 

And, while the book was making, one boy was getting 
well. It was not long, indeed, before he was leaping, run- 
ning, jumping, skating, and shouting as though he had 
never had a sprained ankle in his life. It occurred to 
him then that he ought to be very thankful to the good 
friend who had helped him to forget his trial in the only 
way in which trials can ever be forgotten,—by trying to 
help other people through theirs ; and though he did not 
know just how to express it, away down in the depths of 
his heart he was thankful. He kept wondering what he 
could do to let the little woman know how grateful he 
felt. 

Like some of the rest of us, Johnnie McGregor was 
very bashful. He could feel things better than he could 
tell them. He had hardly any pocket-money, and his 
knife was broken; so he could neither buy her a book, nor 
make her a work-box, both of which things had occurred 
to him as fitting tokens of regard. When we are really in 
earnest, however, we generally finda way of carrying out our 
desires. So, to Johnnie, sitting by the table one evening, 
and listening while his father read the Bible at worship, 
there came a bright thought. Mr. McGregor always went 
straight through the good book from Genesis to Revela- 
tion. He never skipped a single word. All the break- 
neck names in the old genealogies rolled off his tongue 
like solemn music; and so, in the course of years, his 
family heard every bit of the Bible, from beginning to 
end. He was just at this time reading of wave-offerings, 
ard heave-offerings, and thank-offerings; and Johnnie, 
listening to the commands laid upon the old Jews to 
render their praise to God, got an idea. 


“The only way I can do,” he said to himself, “is to 
make a wave-cforing for her every slippery, icy day this 
winter, and I mean to do it; so there!” 

The little teacher's house stood at the top of a steep, 
slanting street. Whew! how the wind did blow there! 
How hard it was to keep on your feet, when there had 
been a northeast storm, and the frozen sleet made the 
sidewalk like glass! How dangerous it was when the 
boys and girls had made a sliding-pond on the very track 
where grown people had to walk ! 

Said he teacher to her mother, one morning, “I do 
dread going to school in this weather. It is all I can 
manage, even with rubbers on, to keep my footing, from 
here to the depot.” Then she glanced out of the window, 
and a look of relief came over her face. “Oh!” she ex- 
claimed, ‘“‘some good angel has been at work, and ashes 
are spread thickly all the way down the hill. How glad 
Iam!” 

Quite a number of mornings passed before she found 
out who the good angel was. One day she had occasion 
to rise very early, and go out on an errand before break- 
fast. Whom should she meet but Johnnie, with a red 
tippet around his neck and over his ears, and immense 
thick boots on, and mittens on his hands? He helda 
sieve, and was busily covering all the worst places, so that 
the walking might ve safe. 

“Why, Johnnie!” she said, “is it you who has been so 
very good? I have been wishing all sorts of blessings on 
the kind heart and hand that thought and did this; for 
I’ve always, till now, had a hard time to get to school in 
winter.” 

All Johnnie said was, “ Well, you see, I didn’t want 
you to get a sprained ankle, or to be lame like poor Pat;” 
but behind the rosy cheeks and bright eyes, the something 
inside him which only the heavenly Pather knew altogether 
thought this : 

“She don’t know these ashes are my wave-offering, and 
she never shall.” 
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LESSON ARCH ZOLOGY. 


——@——__ 


WARRIORS OF AMMON, MOAB, AND SEIR. 
BY PROFESSOR J. A. PAINE, PH. D. 


Has modern research afforded light on the men of war 
of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who came up against 
Judah during the reign of Jehoshaphat, or on the arms 
with which they fought? Possibly the archzology of their 
lands may illustrate both to some extent. Shall we look 
into the matter a moment? 

Little information is afforded by antiquities respecting 
the children of Ammon, or their weapons. Probably the 
best indication of their warlike character is the fact that 
in later history they looked to the eastern Hercules for 
their deity. This athletic master or god of strength, before 
whose power everything gave way, adorned in the splendor 
of his might as the sun ia his glory, was the object of high- 
est worship among the people of Rabbath Ammon, who 
built him a temple to shelter the shrine that was drawn in 
honor or hope through the streets of their city on festive or 
solemn occasions. A coin dating from the reign of the 
Roman associate emperors Marcus Aurelius and L. Verus 
(see Figure 1) represents this favorite deity as a young man 
or youthful curly-locked hero, seen in full face, with bare 
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1. Hercules, the god of the Ammonites. 


breast but having a lion’s skin hanging from his neck over 
his left shoulder, and carrying a club held by the hand on 
his right shoulder. Over his head stands the word “ Her- 
cules” in Greek letters; and on either side abbreviations 
for “‘ Philadelphia of Ccele-Syria,” that is tosay, the Rabbath 
Ammon of the Bible, named Philadelphia in the third 
century before Christ in honor of Ptolemy Philadelphus, 
king of Egypt. Asa general rule, people are like the gods 
they worship; and so we may suppose the Ammonites were 
not unlike the master they adored. To the Lord-champion 
they looked for protection they must have borne some 
resemblance in vigor, in strength of sinew, in indomitable 
will, and love for feats of physical force. They possessed 
one of the largest theatres in the Roman world, whose 
arena, no doubt, was the scene of many a gladiatorial con- 
test and fatal end. lt could be only a race of natural 
combatants that would select an invincible hero for the 
object of their admiration and homage. But this tutelary 
Hercules was only a later form of their olden Baal or Lord 
worshiped on the ground from time immemorial, called in 
the Bible Moloch or Milcom. The recollection of the fiery 
propitiations made to this ancient deity will show how 
cruel was his ewltws, how heartless and fanatical were his 
devotees. In the conflict of war they were doubtless as 
fierce and unmerciful to their foes as they were barbarous 
at home. Early in their history they drove Israel out of 
eastern possessions as far as Gilead; and it was only when 
the irresistible Jephthah, trained to outlaw and dominant 
life, appeared, that the defiant invaders were driven back 
to the vicinity of their stronghold. 

More than this is disclosed by the antiquities of Moab 
respecting its soldiers. As among the children of Ammon, 
so among the children of Moab, the capital was called 
Rabbath. Appealing again to the revelation aff rded by 
medals, a coin of Rabbath Moab, found at urak, dating 
either from the reignof Marcus Anr ji1s Autoninus the 
Roman emperor, or of Elagabalus (see Figure 2), presents 
the figure of a warrior standing upon a sort of open 





2. Mars, the god of the Moa ites, 


pedestal, clothed in a single garment of short sleeves, 
bound about the waist, reaching to the knees, helmeted, 
and holding in the right hand a pole-axe, in the left a 
round shield and long spear: around run in Greek words 
Rabbath Bom, the latter for Mob or Moab. On either side 
& burning altar possibly means to indicate a deity, and if 
80, Mars, the god of war, venerated at Areopolis. How- 





ever regarded, the figure discloses what arms were 
employed in the Roman period, and that the martial 
spirit was uppermost in the minds of the people. A peace- 
able, craven set of men would never have chosen the god of 
arms and war for a national emblem: rather such a sign 
is more than a straw to show how the wind of their pas- 
sions blew toward military training, the art of armament, 
and the battle-field, not only of defence, but of predatory 
aggression. 

But a picture exists of an armed man in ancient Moab 
(see Figure 3). Some years ago a French traveler, De Saulcy, 


8. A Moabite warrior. 


came across a large bas-relief of a veritable warrior, of 
primitive workmanship, lying on top of a mound nor far 
west of Rabbath Moab. It was scu!ptured on a slab of 
compact, hard, black lava, and in a high state of preserva- 
tion, except the parts broken away containing the limbs 
up to the knees and the hand of an uplifted arm. The 
delineation, of life-size, represents a chieftain, youthful 
because slightly bearded and of a head large in proportion 
to the body, wearing a casque of Assyrian shape and 
merely a short frock of Egyptian pattern about the waist, 
holding in both hands a javelin or lance pointed with a 
sabre-like blade, and having a revolute unstrung bow 
hanging on his back. At the right side and somewhat 
back of the warrior, a diminutive lion sits on his haunches, 
which because reduced and upright plainly serves as an 
ornamental post to a throne from which the chieftain has 
risen. Standing now on his feet, the armed prince presents 
an attitude as if just ready to pierce through a victim 
kneeling before him, or to mutilate an enemy very much 
as Assyrian kings are represented boring out. the eyes of 
captives; yet, as the head is raised and the eyes are look- 
ing straight forward, he appears to be waiting for a word 
of command or permission from a superior, before putting 
into execution his purpose. The whole form is almost 
alive in expression, and is pervaded with all the energy 
of a pitiless savage. At least, in it as in a photograph we 
look far back into the antiquity of Moab, and see how tts 
young warriors were dressed, how armea with helmet, 
lance, and bow, and how full of vengeance they looked. 
In the memorial tablet of his conquests, King Mesha is 
supposed to speak of the warriors of Ataroth and the 
armed men of Dibon; and in this life-like relief quite 
probably we are looking upon just such a young son of 
war as Mesha once was At any rate, in this strong war- 
rior we have a portrait of those cold-blooded soldiers who 
went up to war against Judah and fell ingloriously 
beneath Mizpeh in the wilderness. 

Of the fighting men of Mount Seir less is known than 
what we have just noticed. A coin struck during the 
subjugation of the Idumeans by John Hyrcanus in the 
second century before Christ, reveals the form of one at 
least of the protections worn by Nabatzan warriors in 
that period (see Figure 4), It bears the profile of a 














helmet, furnished with a crest and provided with guards 
for the cheeks. Yet in the capital of Edom examples of 
armed figures cut in stone also are not wanting. Away 





4. A Nabataean Helmet. 


down in the clefts of the rock in Petra, at an opening in 
the ravine of Widi Misé, stands the facade of a beautiful 
temple or royal tomb, nobody knows which, cut out of the 
native cliff. Among the Arabs on the spot it is called 
Khasneh Firtin or The Treasury of Pharaoh, supposed 
to lie in an inaccessible urn at the top of the monument; 
and whatever its use may have been, it certainly is one of 
the most charming relics of antiquity in grace of design, 
elegance of lines, and exquisite execution of details, all 
heightened by the soft rosy hues of the sandstone in which 
it is carved. In the midst of the second story stands a 
circular monument strongly resembling the choragic 
monument of Lysicrates in Athens, ornamented on front 
and sides by half-draped figures of the goddess Fortune 
tutelary to the city, holding in the left hand cornucopias 
of abundance. On either side this monument the inner 
panels present images of Winged Victory, each holding a 
chaplet in the right hand. But on the lateral members 
of this upper front, square in shape, the two faces of each 
exhibit four armed persons attired in short tunics bound 
by flying scarfs, bearing large elliptical or round shields on 
the left arm, and brandishing above the head a battle-axe 
with the right (see Figure 5). As these are so promi- 
nently set forward on the facade, they have suffered 





5. A warrior of Mount Seir, 


greatly from decay, and the exact character of the armi- 
gerents cannot be determined. The Duc de Luynes thinks 
they were Amazons, tripping the Pyrrhic dance ; and the 
decidedly feminine company around would somewhat 
support his view. Yet the corybantian dance was per- 
formed by warriors, striking their shields with swords, 
and displaying the utmost activity. But whether fighting 
men or fighting women, the weapons these reliefs carry 
certainly were modeled after the arms of the age in which 
the work was executed. This is limited in antiquity by 
the cornucopia in the arm of Fortune to the age of Arsinoé, 
wife of Ptolemy Philadelphus, that king who first made 
the horn filled with all fruits of the earth, borne in the 
left hand, an ornament for the statues of his beloved one. 
Even the central ornament of the pediment, under the 
circular monument, is the head of a fighting personage, 
protected by a strong helmet, out of which scattered locks 
escape; and this again might be regarded as the bust of 
an Amazon, from a necklace resembling pearls and pen- 
dants as well as from the sraooth face (see Figure 6) 
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6. Bust of an Amazon at Petra. 


But on the lower walls each side the grand entrance there 
certainly are colossal men, half clothed, leading on foot 
spirited horses by the rein. Possibly the gentlemen of 
Petra were not brave or brutal warriors, like their breth- 
ren in the north; the art they cultivated appears to 
betray an effeminate taste. May not the same weakness 
be indicated to have been derived from their fathers by 
the fact that in the final moment of sudden alarm and 
unaccountable self-annihilation, the children of Ammon 
and Moab stood up against the inhabitants of Mount Seir 
utterly to slay and destroy them? 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 


LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 
[First Quarter, 1878.] 





4, Jan, 27.—Jehoshaphat’s Prosperity..............2 Chron. 17: 1-10 
56. Feb, 3.—Jehoshaphat Reproved 2 Chron, 19: 1-9 
6. Feb. 10 —Jehoshaphat Helped of God----_..._. 2 Chron. 20: 14-22 
7, Feb. 17.—Joash Repairing the Temple..........2 Chron, 24: 4-13 
8 Feb. 24.—Uzziah's Pride Punished_......._.....2 Chron, 26: 16-23 


9, March 3.—Ahaz's Persistent Wickedness_.....2 Chron. 28: 19-27 
10, March 10.—Hezekiah’s Good Reign 2 Chron. 29: 1-11 
11, March 17.—Hezekiah and the Assyrians_........ 2 Chron, 82: 9-21 
12, March 24.—Manasseh brought to Repentance.._.2 Chron, 33: 9-16 
13, March 31.—Review. 


LESSON 6, SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1878. 
Title: JEHOSHAPHA1 HELPED OF GOD. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Berreve tx tue Lorp your Gop, 80 SHALL YE BE 


ESTABLISHED ; BELIEVE MIS PROPHETS, 80 SHALL YE PROSPER.—2 Chron, 
20; 20, 








Lesson Topic: God's Loving Ministry. 


1, Sending his Spirit, v. 14. 

2. Encouraging Faith, vy. 15-17. 
3. Awakening Praise, vy. 18-21, 
4. Establishing Victory, v. 22. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, Fb. 4: 2 Chron 20: 14-22. God's loving ministry. 
Tuesday, Feb 5: Acts 2: 1-13. Sending his Spirit, 
Wednesday, Feb. 6: Matt. 15: 21-31. Encouraging faith. 
Thursday Feb.7: Luke 1: 67-80. Awakening praice. 

Friday, Feb 8: 1 John 5: 1-15, Establishing victory. 

Saturday, Feb. 9: Rom. 5: 1-11. Imparting peace. 

Sunday, Feb. 10: Psa. 8: 1-9. Crowning with honor, 

LESSON TEXT. 
(2 Chron. 20: 14-22.) 

14. Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Bena- 
iah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of 
Asaph, came the Spirit of the Lorp in the midst of the congrega- 
tion. 

15. And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus said the Lorp unto 
you, Be not afraid or dismayed by reason of this great multitude ; 
for the battle is not yours, but God's. 

16. To-morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up 
by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall-find them at the end of the brook, 
before the wilderness of Jeruel. 

17. Ye shall not need to fightin this battle: set yourselves, 
stand ye s¢ill, and see the salvation of the Lorp with you, O Judah 
and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to-morrow go out 
against them: for the Lorp will be with you. 

18. And Jehoshaphat bowed his head with Ais face to the 
ground: and all Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell 
before the Lorp, worshipping the Lorp. 

19. And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of 
the children of the Korhites, stood up to praise the Lorp God of 
Israel with a loud voice on high. 

20. And they rose early inthe morning, and went forth into 
the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jeboshaphat 
stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusa- 
lem; Believe in the Lorp your God, so shall ye be established ; 
believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. 

21. And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed 
singers unto the Lorp, and that should praise the beauty of holi- 
ness, a8 they went out before the army,and to say, Praise the 
Lorp; for his mercy endureth for ever. 

22. And when they began to sing and to praise, the Lorp set 
ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount 
Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten, 


Outline : 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


2 Chron, 20: 14, Came the Spirit.——And the Spirit 
of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded. 2 Chron. 15: 1—— 
And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada 
the priest. 2 Chron. 24: 20. And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all 
the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them 
cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And 
they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance. Acts 2: 2-4. 

v.15. Be not afraid. And Moses said unto the people, 
Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which 
he will show to you to-day. Ex. 14: 13. Dread not, neither 
be afraid of them, The Lord your God, which goeth before you, 
he shall fight for you. Deut 1: 29, 30 Be not afraid because 
of them; for to-morrow about this time will I deliver them up 
all slain before Israel. Josh. 11: 6. Be not ye afraid of them ; 
remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your 
brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your 
houses. Neh, 4: 14-——The Lord is my light and my salvation: 
whom shall I fear? the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom 
shall I be afraid? Psa. 27: 1——But now thas saith the Lord 

hat created thee, O Jacob, and he that found thee, O Israel, Fear 

















not; for I have redeemed thee. Isa. 43: 1——Fear not, little 
ficck ; for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the king- 
dom, Luke 12: 32. 

The battie is . . . God’s.——And all this assembly shall 
know that the Lord saveth not with sword and spear; for the 
battle is the Lord's, and he will give you into ourhands. 1 Sam. 
17: 47.——With us is the Lord our God to help us, and to fight 
our battles. 2 Chron. 32: 8.—I returned, and saw under the sun, 
that the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. 
Eccl. 9: 11. 

V.17. Stand ye still.——Be still, and know that I am 
God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in 
the earth. Psa 46: 10 The Ethiopians shall help in vain, and 
to no parpose: therefore have I cried concerning this, Their 
strength is to sit still, Thus saith the Lord God, the Holy One of 
Israel; In returning and rest shall ye be saved; in quietness and 
in confidence shall be your strength. Isa. 30: 7, 15——Itw 
good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salva- 
tion of the Lord. Lam. 3: 27. 

The Lord will be with you. 
them not. 








The Lord is with us: fear 
Num, 14: 9.——The Lord of hosts is with us; the 
God of Jacob is our refuge. Psa, 46: 7, 11. They shall call 
his name Ewmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us. 
Matt. 1: 23. Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of 
the world. Amen. Matt. 28: 20——lIf God be for us, who can 
be against us? Rom. 8: 31——The Lord Jesus Christ be with 
thy spirit. 2 Tim. 4: 22. 

v.18. Bowed his head.——And the man bowed down 
his head, and worshipped the Lord. Gen. 24: 26——And the 
people believed: and when they heard that the Lord had visited 
the children of Israel, and that he had looked upon their afflic- 
tion, then they bowed their heads and worshipped. Ex. 4: 31. 
——And when all the children of Israel saw how the fire came 
down, and the glory of the Lord upon the house, they bowed them- 
selves with their faces to the ground upon the pavement, and wor- 
shipped, and praised the Lord, saying, For he is good; for his 
mercy endureth forever. 2 Chron. 7: 3.——Then Job arose, .. - 
and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped. Job 1: 20—— 
O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the 
Lord our maker. Psa. 95: 6. 


v.19. With a loud voice.——The trumpeters and singers 
were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thank- 
ing the Lord. 2 Chron. 5: 13.——But many of the priests and 
Levites and chief of the fathers, who were ancient men, that had 
seen the first house, when the foundation of this house was laid 
before their eyes, wept with aloud voice; and many shouted aloud 
for joy: so that the people could not discern the noise of the shout 
of joy from the noise of the weeping of the people ; for the people 
shouted with a loud shout, and the noise was heard afar off. Ezra 
3: 12,13.——And the singers sang loud, with Jezrahiah their 
overseer. Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and re- 
joiced: for God had made them rejoice with great joy: the 
wives also and the children rejoiced: so that the joy of Jerusalem 
was heard even afar off. Neh. 12: 42,43.——Sing aloud unto 
God our strength: make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 
Psa. 81: 1. Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our 
salvation. Psa. 95: 1. 

Vv. 20. Believe in the Lord.—If ye will not believe, 
surely ye shall not be established. Isa, 7: 9——Thou wilt keep 
kim in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee. Isa. 26: 3. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not 
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the 
glory of God? John LL; 40, Ye believe in God, believe also in 
me. John 14: 1.—He that cometh to God must believe that he 
is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. 
Heb. 11: 6, 

Believe his prophets. And the people feared the Lord, 
and believed the Lord, and hisservant Moses. Ex. 14: 31.—lf 
they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be per- 
suaded, though one rose from the dead. Luke 16: 31. Then 
he said unto them, O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that 
the prophets have spoken. Luke 24: 25. Had ye believed 
Moses, ye would have believed me: for he wrote of me. But if 
ye believe not his writings, how shall ye believe my words? John 





























5: 46, 47. He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me 
John 13: 20. 
v.21, Consulted with the people.——And David con- 


sulted with the captains of thousands and hundreds, and with every 
leader. 1 Chron. 13: 1. Where no counsel is, the people fall : 
but in the multitude of counsellors there ts safety. Prov. 11: 14. 


Appointed singers. And he set the Levites in the house 
of the Lord with cymbals, with psalteries, and with harps, accord- 
ing to the commandment of David, and of Gad the king’s seer, 
and Nathan the prophet: for so was the commandment of the 
Lord by his prophets. 2 Chron. 29: 25 And when the build- 
ers laid the foundation of the templevf the Lord, they set the 
priests in their apparel with trumpets, and the Levites the sons of 
Asaph with cymbals, to praise the Lord, after the ordinance of 
David king of Israel. Ezra 3: 10.——And at the dedication of the 
wall of Jerusalem they sought the Levites out of all their places, 
to bring them to Jerusalem, to keep the dedication with gladness, 
both with thanksgivings, and with singing, with cymbals, psalte- 
ries, and with harps. Neh, 12: 27. 

The beauty of holiness. Worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness. 1 Chron. 16: 29-——Worship the Lord in 
the beauty of holiness. Psa. 29: 2——Out of Zion, the perfec- 
tion of beauty, God hath shined. Psa. 50: 2. And let the 
beauty of tha Lord our God be upon us. Psa. 90: 17,—— 
O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. Psa. 96: 9. 




















Praise the Lord.——And they sang together by course in 


praising and giving thanks unto the Lord ; because he is good, for 
his mercy endureth for ever toward Israel. Ezra 3: 10. O 
give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good ; for his mercy endureth 
for ever. Psa. 106: 1.——Praise the Lord af hosts: for the Lord 
is good ; for his mercy endureth for ever. Jer. 33: 11. 

Set ambushments. And the Lord set every man’s sword 
against his fellow, even throughout all the host. Judg 7: 22. 
Behold, every man’s sword was against his fellow, and there 
was avery great discomfiture. 1Sam. 14: 20——Behbold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round about Eli- 
sha. 











2 Kings 6: 17 ——And I will set the Egyptians against the 
Egyptians: and they shall fight every one against his brother, and 
every one against his neighbor; city against city, and kingdom 
against kingdom. Isa. 19: 2, 





LESSON FRAMEWORK. 
BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


After Jehoshaphat was reproved for his alliance with Ahab, 
he devoted himself with a wise energy to the civil and relig- 
ious improvement of his people (2 Chron. 19: 1-11). While 
these reforms were in progress, an alliance against Judah was 
taking shape among the tribes dwelling to the east of the 
Dead Sea (2 Chron. 20: 1-13). This was in the year B.C. 
896 ; before the building of Rome 143 years; before the first 
Olympiad 120 years, Ahaziah was then king in Israel, and 
Elijah was still alive. 

The combined army which came against Judah consisted of 
“children of Moab,” who dwelt immediately east of the 
Dead Sea ; “ children of Ammon,” who dwelt north of Moab, 
being separated therefrom by the river Arnon: and “ other 
besides the Ammonites,” which phrase probably denotes 
the Meunites, or dwellers in Mount Seir, which was 
the highland reaching southward from the Dead Sea to the 
head of the Elanitic Guif. (See verses 1, 10, 22, 23.) The 
sea mentioned in v. 2 is the Dead Sea, which those in Judah 
would naturally speak of as “ on this side Syria,”"—Syria being 
used in a wide sense. 

The combined army came around the south end of the 
Dead Sea, and advanced northward in the territory of Judah 
to En-gedi, on the western shore of the sea and about mid- 
way of its length. The highland of Judah is here slashed 
with numerous wadys, by which access may be had from the 
sea-shore to the table !and with its cities and villages. On 
Israel’s former forbearance to these nations, see Num. 
20: 14-21; Deus 2: 4-9, 19, 29; Judg. 11: 17,18. The 
appeal of Jehoshaphat and his people to Jehovah in this new 
trial is narrated in 2 Chron. 20: 3-13. The deliverance sent 
in answer to this appeal is presented in the lesson now in 
hand. 

Jahaziel, whose cheering messags is recorded in verses 
15-17, is known to us in this one connectiononly. His name 
means whom God strengthens ; and the coming of the Spirit 
upon him (v. 1) gave him strength for his announcement to 
Jehoshaphat, and probably also for composing the eighty- 
third psalm, which is regarded as the war-song of this par- 
ticular exploit. 
for meeting the foe on the morrow (v.16). ‘At the end of 
the brook,” the top of the wady, the foe was to be met. The 
“wilderness of Tekoa” (v. 20) is that extended tract lying 
on the highland west of the Dead Sea and south of Bethle- 
hem. From Jerusalem to Ziz is a journey of some twenty 
miles. 

The method God chose for the destruction of the allies is 
sketched in verses 22-25. The carnage began when Judah 
set out from Jerusalem and “began to sing and praise,” and 
when they reached “ the watch-tower in the wilderness” the 
work was done (v. 24). This watch-tower is supposed by 
some to have been Jebel Fereidis, or Frank Mountain, a coni- 
cal hill some four miles south-east of Bethlehem. From this 
point a view of the field of slaughter could be had. The 
gathering of spoil, the thankegiving, the triumphal return, 
the subsequent rest, and the final words concerning Jehosha- 


phat, are found in 2 Chron, 20: 25-37; 21: 1-3; 1 Kings 
22: 43-50. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H. TOY, D.D., LL.D. 


PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(14.) And on Jahaziel, the son of Zechariah, the son ot 
Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, the Levite, 
of the sons of Asaph, came the spirit of Jehovah in the midst 
(15.) And he said, Hearken, all Judah 
and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and king Jehoshaphat: 
Thus saith Jehovah to you, Be not afraid nor dismayed 
before this great multitude, for the batile is not yours, but 
God's. (16.) To-morrow go ye down against them; they are 
coming up the ascent of Hasis, and ye shall find them at the 
end of the wady, before the wilderness of Jeruel. (17.) Ye 
have not to fight in this battle; set yourselves, stand ye, and 
see the salvation of Jehovah; he is with you, O Judah and 
Jerusalem, be not afraid nor dismayed; to-morrow go out 
against them, and Jehovah is with you. (18.) And Jehosha- 
phat bowed himself with his face to the ground; and all 


of the congregation. 








Directions were given through this prophet _ 
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Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem fell down before 
Jehovah to worship Jehovah. (19.) And the Levites of the 
children of the Kohathites and of the children of the 
Korahites stood up to praise Jehovah the God of Israel with 
exceeding loud voice. (20.) And they rose up early in the 
morning and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa. 
And as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood up and said, 
Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem: Trust 
in Jehovah your God, and ye shall be established, trust in 
his prophets, and ye shall prosper. (21.) And he consulted 
with the people, and appointed singers to Jehovah, who 
should give praise in sacred garments of beauty as they 
went forth before the army, and say, Praise Jehovah, for his 
mercy endureth forever. (22) And when they began to sing 
and to praise, Jehovah set waylayers against the children of 
Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who were coming against 
Judah; and they were smitten. 


NOTES. 


Our lesson is part of the description of the victory gained 
by Jehoshaphat over the combined forces of the Ammonites, 
Moabites, and Meunites (for so we should read in -verse 1 
insteal of “ Ammonites,"—compare 26: 7, Mehunim—Meu- 
nites). The date and occasion of this battle are uncer- 
tain; but it is probable that it oceurred after that described 
in 2 Kings 3, since there Edom is an ally of Israel and 
Judah, waile here the Edomite Meunites (see verse 10) are 
in league with Moab against them. If, now, it be observed 
that in the middle of Jehoshaphat’s reign a prefect, probably 
appointed by the king of Judah, ruled over Edom (1 Kings 
22: 47), and that under Jehoshaphat’s successor, Jehoram, 
the Edomites revolted, and set up a king of their own 
(2 Kings 8: 20; 2 Chron. 21: 8), it seems probable that our 
chapter gives the beginning of the Edomite revolt towards 
the latter part of Jehoshaphat’s reign.~ The “ after this” of 
verse 35, being unconnected with any preceding statement, 
gives no certain chronological datum. It is not unlikely that 
Jehoshaphat had various contests with the surrounding 
nations, of which our chapter describes one. Light may 
possibly be thrown also on this occurrence by the revela- 
tions of the Moabite stone, which describes the successful 
revolt of Mesha against the house of Omri. If the campaign 
of 2 Kings 3 occurred during Mesha's revolt, and the expres- 
sion “ they departed from him and returned” (2 Kings 3: 27 
indicates the turning-point in the fortunes of the war, the 
withdrawal of the Israslitish* forces and the beginning of 
Mesha’s success, then we can see a reason for a subsequent 
Moabite invasion of Judah, in which Moab subsidized the 
vagrant Ammonites and the disaffected Edomite Meunites. 
Mesha wished to revenge himself on Judah. We can under- 
stand also the consternation that prevailed at Jerusalem, 
when the approach of this invading army by the way of 
Edom (not “Syria” as in the Hebrew) around the southern 
extremity of the Dead Sea was announced. It seems that 
the enemy were close on them before they knew of it. In 
this emergency the principal men from all parts of the 
country gathered at the capital to inquire Jehovah's will 
and to ask his aid. The assembly came together in front of 
the new court of the temple (notice the minuteness of the 
details), perhaps a court that had been repaired or restored 
by Jehoshaphat or his father. Here the king addressed a 
prayer to Jehovah, in which he appealed to his sovereign 
authority over all the nations, to his special relation to his 
people Israel, and to his protecting abode in the temple 
(1 Kings 8: 23 53; 2 Chron. 6: 14-42), and implored help 
against the invading army, which in their own might they 
were not able to withstand. All this while the great crowd, 
men, women, and children, are standing in anxious worship 
before Jehovah. 


Verse 14.—While the helpless multitude was quaking at 
the approach of a merciless enemy, and doubtless every 
eye and ear was strained to catch the next occurrence, on 
one of the Levites came the spirit of Jehovah in the midst of 
the congregation. Out of the crowd arose one voice, and it is 
easy to imagine with what intense anxiety its first utterance 
was listened for. One man recollected that Jehovah would 
not forgake his people, even in their most dire distress. The 
phrase here used (or with “ God” instead of “ Jehovah”) 
is frequent in the Old Testament to express supernatural 
influence: see Judges 3: 10; 14: 6, 19; 15: 14; Num. 
24: 2; 2 Chron. 15: 1—The gonealogy of Jshaziel is given 
in accordance with the Hebrew fondness for such detai's, and 
he is traced back through four generations to the Asaphite 
Mattaniah. In 1 Chron. 25: 4, 16, we find a Mattaniah 
among the Hemanites, while among the sons of Asaph is 
mentioned (verses 2,12) a Nethaniah. As the two names 
are identical in meaning, they may be interchanged, or our 
Mattaniah may be scribal error for Nethaniah. The number 
of generations azr-es with the interval between David and 
Jehoshaphat. The three great musical composers and direc- 
tors, Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun (or Ethan) probably 


belonged to and represented the three Levitical families of 








| 


To the three chiefyalso the title of “seer” is given (2 Chron 
29: 30; 1 Chron. 25: 5; 2 Chron. 35: 15), and it is quite 
in keeping with this that the Asaphite Jahaziel here comer 
forward as a prophet. 

Verse 15.—Be not afraid nor dismayed. For similar 
expressions see Josh. 1: 9; 8:1; Deut. 1: 21; 1 Chron 
22: 13; it was a common form of speech among the Hebrews 
— Before this great multitude. See the introductory remarks 
It is remarkable that Jehoshaphat seems to have been taken 
quite unprepared, though in chap. 17 we find his army 
thoroughly organized and equipped. Either he had in the 
mean time suffered losses (possibly from the Moabite war 
2 Kings 3), or he had not time now to collect his forces, 
which were scattered throughout the kingdom, or the 
enemy's force was overwhelming. There is no account of 
this battle in the Book of Kings, but there is an intimation 
(1 Kings 22: 45) that he had other wars, there unrecorded 
Compare the account of the invasion of Zerah, 2 Chron. 14 
9-15, which is strikingly like this—in both casesa “ great 
multitude” of the enemy, a prayer by the king in nearly the 
same words, confessing weakness, and finally a brilliant 
victory with great spoil. In the present instance the troops 
of the nomadic Ammonites may have swelled the invading 
army to a huge host.—For the battle is not yours, but God's 
In these words Jahaziel recalls the religious trust of the 
trembling king and people, and states the foundation-fact of 
all faith. In a high sense it is true of every event, that it is 
God's, and not ours. But he means here to say further and 
more especially that God would now interpose in a special 
way, so that their military skill and courage would not be 
called into requisition. 


Verse 16 —The position of the enemy is described with 
minuteness. Having skirted the southern shore of the Dead 
Sea, they were advancing northward along the western 
shore, and crossing the cliff or elevated tract that faces the 
sea at En-gedi, about halfway from the southern extremity 
to the northern, with the intention of descending into the 
wilderness of Judah, and marching on Jerusalem.— They are 
coming up the ascent of Hasis. Instead of “ Ziz” (the Hebrew 
has has-sis), we should rather read the name Hasis, as the 
Greek translation has it. It is not improbable that this is 
the tract called Husasah, visited by Dr. Robinson, and 
described by him as being a fertile plain, about half a mile 
square, bounded on the north and south by deep wadys 
As the cliff on its northern side is perhaps the highest and 
most inaccessible on the western coast, we can see why the 
invading army turned off here to enter the wilderness.— Ye 
shall find them at the end of the wady. A wady is a ravine 
or gulley, the dry bed of a torrent, and as neither “ brook,’ 
nor “ valley,” nor “ gulley” expresses exactly the thing here 
intended, it seems better to retain this native (Arabic) name 
for it. Several wadys break through the cliff here, and run 
into the Dead Sea, and we have no means of determining 
which one is referred to.—Be/fore the wilderness of Jeruel. 
The wilderness of Judah, a wide extent of pasture-land, 
received in different places differentlocal names ; and, as we 
have in verse 20 a “ wilderness of Tekoa,” it is probable that 
the wilderness of Jeruel was an adjacent part of the great 
wilderness-tract, though Jeruel has not been identified. 
Hasis, if it is the same with Husasah, is near En-gedi (the 
modern Ain Jidy), and this accords with the statement in 
verse 2, that Jehoshaphat was told the invaders were at 
“ Hazazon-tamar, which is En-gedi.” This was the scene of 
one of David's most thrilling adventures(1 Sam. 24: 1-4), 
and is now, it is said, the point to which the Arabs come in 
their plundering expeditions, treading almost in the footsteps 
of the huge army that sent terror into the heart of Jehosha- 
phat and Judah. 


Verse 17.— Ye Adve not to fight in this battle. The an- 
nouncement that Jehovah would himself interfere, and 
conduct the battle. The dismay of Jehoshaphat proceeded 
from his conviction that he could not cope with the invaders 
in battle; Jahaziel declares that there would be no occasion 
for his fighting —Set yourselves; take up your position 
to-morrow when you come into the presence of the enemy. 
—Stand ye, without movement or effort, and see the salvation 
of Jehovah. Comp. Ex. 14: 13. It was an exhortation to them 
to trust the issue absolutely in the hands of God. The repeti« 
tion observable in this address of Jahaziel is in keeping 
with the prophetic excitement under which he labors. His 
words burst forth in short, sharp sentences, full of eager- 
ness and enthusiasm ; filled with his message, anxious that 
the people shall receive it, touched with the excitement of 
the whole scene, he says the same thing over, because there is 
nothing more necessary to say than ‘‘ Jehovah is with you, be 
not afraid, go forth.” Compare the similar outburst of devo- 
tion to David by Amasai, 1 Chron. 12:18; and for the short, 
eager style, the pratilog answer of the maidens in 1 Sam 
9: 12, 13. 

Verse 18.—The announcement of the earnest Levite was 
reverently received with prayer and praise. We need not 


Gershonites, Kohathites and Merarites respectively, and | suppose that the people's worship was of the purest sort. 
their descendants were apparently not only musicians, but | They were ready to seek Jehovah in their need, and after- 


sacred poets, to whom some of our Psalms are attributed. | wards to forget and forsake him. But the influence of a 








pious king is obvious here; when their king sought Jehovah, 
the people followed his example ; and a succession of pious 
kings was the greatest advantage that Judah had over 
(israel. Each kingdom had prophets; but the example and 
influence of Jeroboam and his successors was sufficient largely 
to counteract their teaching, and commit the people to calf- 
worship and other idolatry.—/choshaphat bowed himself with 
his face to the ground, and the people fell down before Jehovah. 
Chis posture was significant of profound and humble thank- 
fulness. Klsewhere we fiad different attitudes assumed in 
prayer, sometimes standing, sometimas kneeling, sometimes 
sitting; and each of these ha: its appropriate symbolic 
significance. 

Verge 19.—The Levites of the choir stood up to praise 
T:hovah, an attitude appropriate to singing. The praise was 
addressed to Jehovah as God of Lsrae! ; the occasion reminded 
the people of their peculiar relation to him, and of how he 
was greater than all gods. Of the three Lovitical families, 
only the Kohathites are named (see note on verse 14), 
perhaps because, the service of song being regularly dis- 
tributed, it now fell to their lot to conduct it; Jahaziel 
himself belonged to the Gershonites, The addition and cf 
the children of the Korahites must not be understood ag if 
these were different from the Kohathites; they were, in 
fact, a branch of the latter. The expression cannot be well 
rendered, “namely, of the children of the Korahites,” so 
as to limit the Kohathites to this one sub-family; it is 
raiher equivalent to “ particularly of the Korahites,” promi- 
aence being given to them, perhaps, because of their special 
skill in music. The “sons of Korah” are named as the 
authors of twelveof the Psalms in the titles (42 to 49, 84, 
35, 87, 88;—read “ by” instead of “ for” the sons of Korah), 
and were, therefore, poets as well as musicians, When they 
stood up to sing with an exceeding loud voice, and play on 
instruments, the effect must have been grand and inspiring, 
aotwithstanding what would seem to us the monotonous 
character of Hebrew music, without harmony in the modern 
sense of the word, and with a melody that probably did not 
traverse a space of more than two whole tones. There were 
doubtless never wanting words on theze thrilling occasions ; 
and it is to these, we may reasonably suppore, that we owe 
some of the great hymns of the Hebrew Psalter. 


Verse 20 —Noxt day they went forth into the wilderness of 
Tekoaw. Tekoa (now called Tekua) lies about twelve miles 
-outh of Jerusalem, on a range of hills running eastward 
rom Hebron, and ia fam ous as the residences of Joab’s wise 
woman (2 Sam. 14), and the birthplace of the prophet Amos 
‘Amos 1: 1), The “ wilderness of Tekoa” was a part of the 
wilderness of Judah, so called from its proximity to the 
town. It was as the army was on the point of starting that 
the king stood up, and made a brief, inspiriting appeal; he 
nad entered into the spiritof Jahaziel’s words, and was now 
confident and firm. His words are merely the repetition 
and pointing of Jahaziel’s, only they have a peculiar epi- 
grammatic terseness, and the original has a paronomasia 
that cannot be well represented in Eaglish—somewhat so 
“Hold firmly to Jehovah, and ye shall be confirmed ; hold 
firmly to his prophets, and ye snall prosper.” Jahaziel is 
here spoken of as a prophet, 

Verse 21.— He consulted with the peuple (not, “ he advised 
the people”). The “ people” are the chief men, the repre- 
sentatives of the people. The singers whom he appointed 
were, no doubt, persons selected from the Lavites. These 
were to march in front of the army, arrayed in garments 
proper toa sacred festival. The translation of our author- 
ized version “should praise the beauty of holiness” is not 
permitted by the Hebrew; it is literally “ in the splendor of 
holiness,” the term “holy” being used here, as often else- 
where, of what is consecrated to the service of God, and so 
equivalent to our “ sacred.’ The singers were to march 
arrayed in sacred garments cf beau'y, in the beautiful festa] 
dress of the sanctuary; that is, the march was to be not so 
much a military campaign as a glad and joyous religious 
procession, inasmuch as it was an advance to certain victory 
ander the promised protection of Jehovah, God of Israel — 
The expression, praise Jehovah, for his mercy endureth for 
ever, was doubtless well known in the temple music; see Psa. 
118, 136, 146 to 150. 

Verse 22,.— When they began to sing and to praise, literally 
“atthe time when they began with singing and praise,” 
just at that moment, before they had come in sight of the 
enemy, Jehovah set waylayers against the invading nations. 
the ambu-hment is to be under- 


stood as supernatural in its character, as in 2 Sam. 5: 24; 


The connection indicates that 


evil spirits or angels. Ifit had been intended to say merely 
that Jehovah caused the invading nations to fall on one 
another, or caused one of them (as the Edomites) treach- 
erously to lie in ambush for the others in order to get their 
spoil, the expression would have been different. The writer 
is clearly thinking of an immediate, special interposition of 
God. But there is no reason why we should not suppose 
that dissension among themselves was the human cause 
of the mutual slaughter, as, indeed, is stated in the following 


verse. For some reason not given, the combined Moabites 











- = ~ - 


ae ke 








= 





eee ae 





RT 





56 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





(Vol. XX, No. 4. 








and Ammonites attacked and destroyed the Edomites, and 
then tarned their arms each against the other with destruc- 
tive fury. Such quarrels were not unlikely among nations 
that were natural enemies, and only united here for purposes 
of plunder. Whatever the explanation, the issue was fatal 
to the invaders; Judah enjoyed a victory without striking 
a blow. The spoil was immense, and the army returned 
joyfally to Jerusalem, and repaired to the house of Jehovah 
to worship. After this Jehoshaphat had quiet in his king- 
dom, and closed his eventful and useful reign in peace. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 


BY THE REV. H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son of Benaiah, the sonof 
Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, .. . of thesons of Asaph (v.14). God 
gives prominence tn the Bible to the genealogies of his people. 
He points children to their father David, to their father Jacob, 
to their father Abraham, to their mother Eunice, and to 
their grandmother Lois. He wants them to profit by all 
the right teachings and holy example of those who have 
gone before them. He wants them to shun the follies and the 
sins of their ancestors. It isa blessed thing to come of a godly 
stock; to have the inspirations of the noble lives and the 
faith-filled prayers of Christian parents and grandparents 
to urge us forward in the right way. But let us remember 
that the well-doing of our ancestors will not save us. We, 
and not they, must render our account at the final judgment. 
Not Benaiah, nor Zechariah, nor Jeiel, nor Mattaniah, nor 
Asaph, but Jahaziel, must answer for the sins of Jahaziel. 


Upon Jahaziel . . . came the Spirit of the Lord, ... and 
he said, Hearken ye (v. 14, 15). When he is taught by the 
Spirit of the Lord, any man has a right to say “ Hearken 
ye.” Unless a man is thus taught, he has no right to claim 
that he brings a message from God. ‘“ As many as are led 
by the Spirit, they are the sons of God” And as many as 
are the sons of God, the Spirit of the Lord is ready to lead. 
‘** Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his 
Son into your hearts.” Peculiarly in the study of the Bible 
do we need and may we hope for the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit. The Holy Spirit inspired the writers of the Bible. 
He alone can give understanding of ita true meaning to its 
readers. Let us then pray trustfully to be led of the Spirit 
of the Lord in our Bible study, that we may say confidently 
to our scholars, ‘‘ Hearken ye.” 


Be notafraid . . . by reason of this great multitude (v. 15). 
It makes no difference how many are on the other side, if 
we are on the Lord's side. Truth and right are not to be 
settled by a majority vote. Asa rule, the majority in this 
world is in the wrong in matters of doctrine and practice 
The one obstinate juryman is possibly the one faithful soul 
of the twelve. And when a man stands alone with the 


Lord, he can back up against the Rock of Ages and defy the 
universe. 


The battle is not yours, but God's. Believers would 
be spared a great deal of worry if they would rest on the 
conviction that God is more interested than they are in his 
own cause. In all these controversies over religion and 
science, over Genesis and geology, about the inspiration of 
the Bible, or about the truth of particular Bible doctrines, 
the battle is not ours, but God's. We may have a part in 
the fight—or we may not; but the ordering of the battle 
and its issue are the Lord’s: concern for them need not keep 
us wake nights nor make us nervous daytimes, And the 
same may be said about every great moral contest in the 
world about us or in our personal spheres of action. We 


have a specified work to do. God takes care of the conse- 
quences, 


Go ye down against them (v.16). . . . Set yourselves, stand 
ye still (v.17). When the Lord says “ Go,” it is safer to go 
than to stay where you are. When he says “Stand still,” 
it is safer tostand than to move. When the Lord says “Set 
yourselves "—in the face of an enemy, there is no place in 
his universe where you could be so safe or so comfortable 
just then as just there. The great thing is to know what 
the Lord directs, and to do it; to know the post of duty he 
points out, and to occupy it. Whether it be a place of rest 
or of action, of seclusion or of prominence, in the quiet of 
home life or in the activities of business, on land or at sea, 
where you are well known or in a new community among 
utter strangers, hear the word of the Lord, “Go,” “Set 
yourrelf,”." Stand still”"—and then do or not do accordingly. 

They rose early in the morning, and went forth (vy. 20). It 
is a pity to waste time waiting after the Lord has given the 
word “Go.” An hour's start in the morning may give you 
the lead for all day. And if you are in right down earnest 
about the Lord's work, you will want to be at it early and 
late. A good work can scarcely be begun too soon, or fol- 
lowed too persistently. 

Believe in the Lord your God, so shall ye be established ; 
believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper. If this isn't true 
for all time, then the religion of the Bible is alla sham. If 
the children of God are not safe in trusting him, if his word 





is not a plain and a sure guide for them always, then we 
have no ground for hope and are withoht God in the world. 
If it is true, then it is never safe to do wrong; there is no 
gain through dishonesty, hypocrisy, unfairness, or living for 
one’s self. What do you really think about it? Has your 
conduct ever indicated a doubt on this point? 

When they began to sing and to praise, the Lord set ambush- 
ments (v. 22). God's children need never fear that they will 
lose time by doing him service. “Prayer and provender 
hinder no man.” They who pray and praise are workers 
together with God. If men have been told to stand still 
and not to fight when their enemies come against them, 
they may be sure that the Lord will see that they do not 
suffer by trusting their interests in his hands. While they 
sing and praise, he will look out for their enemies. 





Nore —An illustrated article by Professor John A. Paine, 
giving valuable information about the warriors of Ammon, 
Moab, and Mount Seir, as referred to in this lesson, will be 
found on page 5, 





GOD WORKS WITH MINORITIES WHO 
ARE WORKING FOR HIM. 
BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, D.D. 


At the darkest hour of our civil war, when the life of the 
country seemed trembling in the balance, the government 
proclaimed a fast. The people gathered in immense num- 
bers in the churches, men not often seen there were found 
there on that day. An eminent civilian in one of our Atlan- 
tic cities, who seldom sought God's house on the Lord's Day, 
was observed on that fast day kneeling devoutly with God's 
people. When inquired of what brought him out to such 
services, he replied: “I thought it was high time to get help 
somewhere. We are in a tight place, and we need it” 

Men often seek God in “a tight place” when they think 
little of him in other places. It 1s marvellous how reason- 
able and proper prayer seems to them in such emergencies. 

Such was the condition of the Judean kingdom at the 
time of which our lesson speaks. A fast had just been 
observed. The entire people had come together to obtain 
help of God “in a tight place.” He gave them their desire, 
as he commonly does when men in trouble turn to him for 
relief. And in giving it he announced one of the great prin- 
ciples of his working in the affairs of his kingdom, he 
works with minorities who are working for him. “ Be not 
afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for 
the battle is not yours, but God's.” Go out against them. The 
Lord will be with you. 

1. The history of the church is full of illustrations of this 
law of divine procedure. Dip into it anywhere, and you 
come upon this divine strategy. Napoleon thought that he 
knew the world well. He had studied the history of great 
empires, but he said it was an inexplicable mystery to him, 
that Christianity, beginning as it did with a few fishermen of 
the feeblest nation then on the globe, should in his time have 
risen to be so much more mighty than his own conquests, 
which had almost all the armies of Europe to back them. 
“Oh, where are kings and emperors now, 

Of old that went and came? 
~ Bat, Lord, thy church is praying yet, 

A thousand years the same.” 

It was God’s way of working with minorities who are 
working for him. When the church became corrupt, and 
needed reform, the same thing was repeated <A few earnest 
men, who were hunted like wild beasts, in a few years shook 
the world. The battle was not theirs, but God’s. 

An old saying of the German reformers, which a modern 
reformer has untruthfully claimed as his own, was: “ One, 
with God on his side, is a majority.” ‘ The battle is not 
yours, but God's.” This fragment of our lesson was the 
favorite text of Sir Fowell Buxton. He once wrote to his 
daughter that she would find his Bible opening of itself to 
the place where this passage occurs. This text it was which 
gave him courage to move in the British Parliament for the 
emancipation of slaves throughout the British Empire When 
he entered on that conflict, he stood almost alone; when his 
bill was first read in Parliament, it was received with shouts 
of derisive laughter. But he bethought him of this text, 
and began his speech saying: ‘“ Mr. Speaker, the reading of 
this bill is the beginning of a movement which will surely 
end in the abolition of slavery throughout the British 
dominions” The old Hebrew prophet never said a truer 
word, Sir Fowell knew it; for the battle was not his, but 
God's. 

The same phenomenon was witnessed in the first attempt 
to establish American missions among the heathen. When 
one of the early meetings of the American Board was held 
at Bradford, Mass., less than twenty persons were in attend- 
ance; and they were hooted at by boys on the piazza of the 
hotel where they were in session. Barely sixty-five years 
have passed, and at the last meeting of that Board in Provi- 
dence. five thousand strangers from abroad were present, and 
two churches were filled with eager friends. 

When the first American missionaries reached India, the 





English government refused them a landing. “Go back,” 
was the imperious order,—‘ go back in the ship in which you 
came.” Inthe General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
when it was first proposed to send the gospel to the heathen, 
reverend clergymen declared against the fanatical scheme. 
They said that “the heathen werea contented and happy 
people, and that it was no business of Scottish Christians to 
disturb them.” And this in face of our Lord's express com- 
mand: “ Go ye unto all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.” Not a century has passed since that time, 
yet now all Christendom rings with gratulation over the 
achievement of Christian missions; and no other class of 
men are so reverently canonized in the affections of the 
church as her missionaries to the heathen world. This is 
the fruit of God’s working with minorities who were working 
for him. 

So uniform has been this method of divine procedure, that 
we may safely say that great progress of any good cause is 
seldom if ever secured in any other way. When a good 
cause becomes popular, and majorities swing over to its sup- 
port, the work is substantially done. Probably some new 
cause is then coming to the birth underneath. Every cause 
which God originates, starts with only Gideon’s three hundred. 

2. From this law of God’s working, it is clear that in spir- 
itual affairs, the balance of power does not depend on numbers. 
Votes have very little to do with it. Itdepends on spiritual 
forces. It depends on insight into the spiritual wants of the 
world; on consecration to God's service; on the power of 
prayer; on spiritual discovery of the side on which God is; 
and specially on intensity of Christian character. 

The few who start a great movement towards the world’s 
conversion, and who become its heroes, because God has chosen 
them, are always intense men. They see things vividly. 
They have great visions. They feel profoundly. Their souls 
are aflame with holy ardor. ‘‘His ministers are a flaming 
fire.” Yet they are men of sustained enthusiasm. The fire 
does not crackle and blaze out quickly ; it burns like kindled 
anthracite. In the best sense they are men of one idea; a 
vast idea, in which a thousand common ones are centered, 
yet one to which whole souls can be reasonably devoted. So 
far as this world is concerned, God is possessed of one idea. 

Such men are always a power in the world. The world 
cannot help it, and they cannot help it. Such men are one 
of God’s powers, imperial in authority and destined to con- 
quest. In due time, numbers will swell around them. , 
Meanwhile, it is of very little account how many or how 
few they are at the outset. 

“A little flock : so calls he thee 
Who bonght thee with his blood ; 
A little flock, disowned of men, 
But owned and loved of God.” 


3. It is a great thought on this subject, that the human 
race furnishes but a small part of the holy ministries of this 
world. The ministry of angels probably swells what we call 
minorities to secret majorities. ‘‘ Are they not all minister- 
ing spirits?” Invisible multitudes probably fill the air with 
their busy pinions in service to the right. We are sur- 
rounded with a great cloud of witnesses. When conflicts 
deepen on the earth, for and against the cause of Christ, 
other worlds send hosts of eager combatants to the fray. 
Probably no child of God is ever left without these unseen 
auxiliaries. ‘He shall give his angels charge over thee.” 
Earthly monarchs often form secret treaties of alliance offen- 
sive and defensive, by which each pledges the whole force of 
his kingdom to the support of the other. Let us have faith 
to see the unseen, and it may often help our wavering cour- 
age to remember that countless myriads are in secret alli- 
ance with us. 

One of England’s great poets says of a noted champion 


of libert 
7 “ Thou hast left behind 


Powers that will work for thee; air, earth, and skies ; 
There’s not a breathing of the common wind 

That will forget thee. Thou hast great allies. 

. . . Winds blow and waters roll 

Strength to the brave.” 


But the friend of Christ has allies more imperial than 
skies and winds and waters. Principalities in heavenly 
places, beings some of whom probably sway at their will the 
powers of nature, are his allies. 

4. Success in spiritual offairs often loses the character of a 
conflict: so overwhelming and so easy is the working of divine 
auxiliaries. Thus ran the good cheer to the outnumbered 
men of Judah: “ Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: 
stand ye still and see the salvation of the Lord with you.” 
God's help often comes in immense waves of spiritual rein- 
forcements. Our small calculations and petty fears are over- 
borne. We are lifted up and carried over the obstacles 
which daunted us. Wecan no longer find the perils which 
alarmed us. This comes about with such ease and stillness 
that we lose the sense of struggle and of combat. 

Revivals of religion often take on this look. The more 
powerful and pure they are, the more still and godlike. At 
such periods, sanguine believers are apt to think the age of 
conflict for the church is over, and the latter days of peace 
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and tranquil progress are dawning. In the great awaken- 
ings in New England, under the preaching of the Rev. 
Drs. Lyman Beecher and Nettleton, it was a favorite 
theme of gratulation to them that probably the closing age 
of this world’s pilgrimage was near at hand, and the golden 
visions of Isaiah were about to be realized. They seemed to 
themselves to stand still and see the salvation of the Lord. 

5. Minorities of honest and earnest men, devoted to a great 
cause, should never be opposed heedlessly. If it is God’s method 
to begin great changes for good, by putting into the hearts of 
a few men great ideas, and great enterprises, and great expec- 
tations, we need to be cautious how we treat men who may 
be spiritual pioneers. It is the way of the world to frown 
them down. They are branded with scornful nicknames. 
Fanatics, madmen, fools, men call them. “ The crazy tinker” 
was the title by which the world labeled and libeled the 
author of the ‘‘Pilgrim’s Progress.” “Methodists,” “ Puritans,” 
“ Quakers,”—all nicknames at first. Not so will the wise 
and candid treat such men. 

Fanaticism may always be detected by its affinity with 
malign passions. Religious earnestness is not fanaticism. 
Novelty in religious thought and theory of life is not pre- 
sumptively visionary. That men turn the world upside 
down is no proof that they are madmen. S&t. Paul did that. 
When men are obviously moved by profound convictions, 
and are in dead earnest in proclaiming them, if they are hon- 
est, candid, prayerful, unselfish men, and do not contradict 
either the word of God or the common sense of men, they 
deserve a hearing. They may be heralds of a new era of 
Christian progress. Their ideas may be from God. The 
power which moves them may be the power of God. Their 
self-confidence may be a divine assurance, prophetic of the 
fature. “The homely beauty of the good old cause” 
may be about to spring into new life and glory in their hands. 

Take care that you do not recklessly denounce and deride 
such men, lest you should denounce and deride God. It is 
like God to raise up such men, and inspire them and send 
them to his people, as he sent the old prophets. A docile 
spirit will welcome God’s teaching, come in what form it may. 
God usually sends in forms which men have not expected. 
The true attitude of a Christian thinker and worker towards 
such phenomena is one of vigilance and candor. Wisdom 
did not die with our fathers; neither will it die with us. Old 
men will not carry it out of the world with them. New 
truth must be expected from new men. The world has yet 
to see a great many John the Baptists, voices in the wilder- 
ness, forerunners of great eras. 

Let us then be on the lookout for such men. Let us greet 
them with a godspeed, when they make their divine creden- 
tials clear. Les us keep our tastes in abeyance to our convic- 
tions. We love what we are used to. We revere the ancient. 
We all have roots in the venerable past. This is well. Yet 
the grandest arena of God’s working is the future. A Chris- 
tian’s treasure should be there. Ours is a religion of hope, of 
expectation, of onlooking to golden ages yet to come. Blessed 
were those Jews in our Lord's time who stood waiting for 
his coming, ready to receive him with open hearts. ~ Blessed 
too, are the forseeeing men and women of all ages, who are 
always watching for the morning ; praying for great things ; 
working for great things ; expecting great things; bending 
forward, and listening for the prophetic voices; quick to see 
the great light in the heavens, when it first gilds the tops of 
the eastern hills. 

6 Withinthe Church of Christ itself, is to be found a minority 
of believers whom God regards with peculiar complacency. An 
eminent clergyman of Philadelphia once expressed the opin- 
ion that a majority of the professed followers of Christ do 
not add any appreciable strength to the spiritual power of 
the church. It saddens one to think that this may be true. 
Be it true or not, the fact cannot be doubted that there is 
within the church a body of believers of peculiar spirituality 
of character and consistency of life, who are generally a 
minority. 

There is a church within the church. St. John in his 
vision of the future declares: ‘ Blessed and holy is he that 
hath part in the first resurrection. They shall be kings and 
priests unto God; and shall reign with him a thousand 
years.” Whatever that may mean, it implies gradation in 
the spiritual rank of the redeemed This tallies with what 
we see in the church on earth. There are Christians who 
always live near to God. They are obviously bent on living 
as Christ lived. They live as if they belonged to God. Their 
property they treat as his, not theirown They are always 
ready for Christian work. A revival of religion never takes 


them by surprise. They live in a revival perpetually. They | 


are men and women of much prayer. Pastors depend upon 
them in emergencies, as they cannot upon all professed 
believers. We always know where to find them, and never 
find them in the wrong place, on the wrong side, saying the 
wrong word, doing the wrong thing. 

Theirs is not a religion of form; not a religion of inter- 
mittent and erratic feeling ; not a religion of wsthetic taste ; 
buta religion of deep and controlling principle. As a spirit- 
ual power, they are the vanguard of the church. They are 
the spiritual aristocracy of Christ’s kingdom. These are 








they who shall sit on his right hand and on his left without 
asking for the dignity. Princes are they in prayer ; conquer- 
ors in conflict with the powers of evil; saints to whom the 
truculent criticism of the world even does not refuse the 
title. 

Almost every large church contains a group of such Chris- 
tians, few or more, yet commonly a minority. Sometimes 
they can be numbered on one’s fingers, “ I have one man in 
my church,” said an aged pastor not long ago. “I have one 
mon on whom I can always depend. I do not know that I 
have another.” It is a legitimate object of prayer and Chris- 
tian aspiration to be numbered among those chosen few. 
God looks upon them with complacent joy. Christ sees in 
them of the travail of his soul. They satisfy him. Like 
David, they are men after God’s own heart. Like John, 
they are beloved disciples. Like Mary, they have chosen 
the good part. Like Paul, they fight a good fight. Their 
very presence in the world, the world feels as a power on 
the side of right. Every good cause feels the loss of them 
when they die. As we stand by their open graves, we thank 
God anew for the doctrine of immortality, One star dif- 
fereth from another star in glory. So also is the resurrec- 
tion of the dead. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


What was the name of our last lesson? What is the 
meaning of reproved? How had Jehoshaphat done wrong? 
Who reproved him? What question did the prophet ask ? 
Was Jehoshaphat a better king after he wasreproved? Had 
he tried before that to teach his people to fear God? Whom 
did he send to teach them? What book did the teachers 
take with them? 

After he was reproved, he tried still more to have his 
people serve God, and he sent up judges to rule over them 
faithfully in the fear of God. What did he charge the judges 
todo? Did the king himself take heed, and did he serve in 
the fear of God faithfully and with a perfect heart? We 
shall see. God sent something to try Jehoshaphat and see if 
his heart was perfect toward him. 

Not very long after, some one came with news to the 
king ; they told him that a great crowd of people had come 
from the countries the other side of the salt sea, and were 
not many miles away from Jerusalem, spreading themselves 
out ready to make war against them. Show on the map, or 
draw on the board as you may copy from the Scholars’ 
Quarterly, or any other correct map, the outline of Judah, 
Jerusalem, the country around the salt sea, and the regions 
of Mount Seir, Moab, and Ammon. 

Was Jehoshaphat afraid when he heard the news? What 
could he do? Would he ask the king of Israel to join with 
him as he had once joined with Ahab? No, he knew a 
greater king who could help him. Who was that? Print 
in capitals : 

THE LORD. 

Jehoshaphat first set his own heart to seek him, then he 
called all the people together to ask HELP and TO SEEK 
THE LogD. Did any one ever ask for God to help and he did 
not hear? 

The people all came together, and the king himself stood 
before them in front of the temple, and prayed. There they 
all stood before the house of the Lord asking his help,—the 
king himself, old men bowed and bent, young men strong 
and brave to fight, wives and mothers looking sad and 
anxious, little ones with childish faces turned to the king, 
and listening to every word he said in his prayer to the 
Lord. They heard him remind God of his promise that 
when they were in trouble he would help if they called on 
him. He said, ‘‘ We have no might against this great com- 
pany, our eyes are on thee.” 

Did God hear? He sent wisdom to show them what to do. 
He sent his spirit to a prophet, one of the sweet singers, and 
he spoke aloud in the midst of the great company. They 
were not his own words, for he said, ‘‘ Thus saith the Lorp. 
Be not afraid.’ He told them the battle was not theirs, it 
wasGod’s. Had they not asked his help? He gave wisdom 
to them to know how the enemy were coming, and where to 
find them; he told them they need not to fight, but to stand 
still and see the salvation of the Lorp. He said the same 
words which comforted Paul when he was in danger, and 
that Jesus used to say to his friends: ‘“ Fear not, the Lord 
will be with you.” 

Was not the king glad to hear these words, and all the 





people too? Jehoshaphat bowed his head so low that his 
| face almost touched the ground, and the people fell down as 
they worezhiped the Lord. The Levites, who were the 
singers, stood up, and gave thanks and sang praises. 

The next day they were all ready early in the morning 
to go out to a wilderness a few miles from Jerusalem. As 
the army passed out through the gate of the city, the king 
stood there and said something to encourage them as they 
went to meet the enemy. It was not any boast of their 
strength, or any warning how to fight or how brave they 
must be, it was what they must do to make victory certain. 








He said the very words of our golden text. Have it recited- 
to assistant teachers, and let them question on the foregoing 
What one word tells what the people were to do? Print 
on the board Berreve. In whom should they believe? 
What blessings were promised if they believed in the Lord 
and in what he said to them by his prophets? Print on the 
board: Be EsrastisHep Prosper. 

Jehoshaphat talked with some of his people about it, and 
then he arranged his army. The company of men who knew 
how to play on harps and cymbals and trumpets, and the 
sweet singers who knew so well how to praise, were to march 
before the army. They were not then to pray and to ask 
help, but to make joyful music, as if they already had the 
victory. 

They marched on singing and praising the Lord: the 
enemy heard them. We do not know exactly how it was, 
but the Lord, who sees and orders all things, made the dif- 
ferent companies of the enemy’s army, instead of fighting 
against Judah, begin to slay and destroy each other. With 
their own swords they cut each other down. After a little 
while the watchmen on the towers, looking out on the plains, 
saw heaps of men lying dead. The king and his men went 
among them, and from their dead enemies whom they had not 
killed, they took gold and silver and precious jewels, so 
much that it took three days for them to gather all the 
treasures from the dead. Do you suppose they gave thanks 
for the help of God? 

The fourth day§after, they all gathered in a valley; and 
they called it the valley of blessing, because! there the Lord 
had so helped them and made them to rejoice over their 
enemies. Then they marched gladly back to Jerusalem, and 
there was joy in their homes when the wives and little ones 
heard them coming with trumpets, and harps, and singing as 
they went to the temple. 

What were the two things promised if they would believe? 
Jehoshaphat was established, for it was known in all the 
countries around how the Lord had fought for him and his 
people, and given them victory without their shooting one 
arrow or drawing a sword. He was prospered, helped of 
God. He gave him rest from all his enemies Do you see 
how ready the Lord is to help those who trust in him? 
Eleven times in the verses of our lesson we are told what 
the Lord did, or what the people did before him ; bug it all 
means that if we believe his word, his loving care will be 
over us. Do you remember who it was who used so often to 
say to those in trouble or in sorrow, “Only believe”? He 
meant to teach the very same meaning as the message the 
Lord sent to the people of Judah and King Jehoshaphat 
said in our golden text. In the very last talk Jesus ever 
had with his disciples, he taught them to believe in his 
Father's love, and gave them a great many sweet promises. 
The disciple who loved him most, leaned his head on the 
Saviour’s bosom, and listened, and remembered every word, 
and kept them for us. They are so plain that every child 
can understand and remember them, and these are some of 
the very words he said. (Have them repeated often enough 
for the children to commit them to memory.) 


“LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED, YE BELIEVE IN GOD, 
BELIEVE ALSO IN ME.” 


A few days ago a superintendent of the Sunday-school 
was sick ; a little girl, so little that a nurse had to bring her, 
came to see him. She sat in his wife’s Jap, and the nurse 
said, ‘‘ Can you say the verse mamma told you?” Then the 
dear little face looked up so trustingly, and she said, “ Let 
not your heart be troubled.” 

Was not that a sweet message for one teacher to send 
another? Even very little children can learn to say and love 
the precious words of Jesus, and help others to trust in God's 
tender and loving care, if they will only believe. 





BLACKBOARD. 


BY THE REV. J. B. ATCHINSON. 





ORSHIP AND PRAISE. 


Poss OF ENCOURAGEMENT. 
ONDERFUL VICTORY. 


JUDAH'S OUR 


ENEMIES 
“ By the cliff of Ziz.” In the heart. 
“ At the end of the brook.” “ Walking about.” 


* Before the wilderness.” “ Seeking to devour.” 
BEHOLD THEY COME! 


“Were smitten.” May be overcome. 








THE BATTLE 
NOT YOURS; IS GOD'S; 
BE NOT AFRAID. 


ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 


BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


The “cliff of Ziz,” of our English version, is not the 
happiest term for the mind of the casual reader. The werd 
rendered “ cliff” means going-up or ascent, and even journey. 





It means ascent, or mountain-path; one, probably, which 
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led from the neighborhood of ’Ain Jidy, the probable ancient 
En-gedi, by the Dead Sea, up along the steep side of the 
wady to the high land near Tekoa. For much of the way 
it must have wound along the edge of a dizzy cliff, near the 
top. It requires no little nerve to walk along the narrow 
paths that serve for roads, just within the walls of the 
gorges in the neighborhood; especially when the rock under 
foot is at once crambling and slippery, and beneath you is 
nearly perpendicular, sheer down some hundreds of feet; 
and all is dry, barren, heated up by the scorching sun, and 
blinding to the sight in the full glare of day. 

Toe word rendered ‘‘ brook” means wady, usually a gorge 
or narrow valley that is dry except in the rainy season, but 
sometimes answering to the Spaaish word canon, now natural- 
izod and familiar in descriptions of the extreme south and 
west, The word torrent isa very good one to define the 
thing called brook, above, though it ia not found in Webster 
with that signification, It is, however, sometimes so used in 
English not the oldest, and is still common in that sense 
amongst English-speaking residents of countries that border 
the Mediterranean. Italians that learn English almoet 
always use it to define such features of physical geography. 
It then means both the stream and its dry bed: torrens, dry 
or impetuous; the dry bed in summer, and the impetuous 
flood in the rainy season. Passing along the coast of 
southern Italy (which bears a close resemblance in many 
physical aspects to the Holy Land), one often inquires 
whether the white, shining wide bed of an apparent river, 
spanned by long bridges, is water or rock. ‘Oh, thatisa 
torrent,” will be the reply, Thesame name meeta you in 
crossing the river-beds in Cyprus; and so in the deep wadys 
in the Holy Land itself. 

Many such gorges or wadys run up from the Dead Sea in 
all directions; some furnishing the only pass up, others 
themselves impassable. They generally fade out gently or 
even imperceptibly, either on the high land, or into sinuous 
valleys that, to borrow a word from the botanists, anastomose 
into each other amidst that unique “ country of hills.” The 
grand gorge in which is perched the convent of Mar Saba, 
for instance, thus curves around by Ka-rogel, splits into the 
valley of Kidron aud the valley of Jehoshaphat ; of which 
the former separates the Mount of Olives from Jerusalem, and 
fades gently out not far from the Damascus gate. The latter 
runs along the south side of the city, under Zion, sending up 
a branch, the Tyrop@an, which divided Zion from Moriah, 
and turns southward again to divide into several sinuosities 
of no great depth. Sach was the “end of the brook” near 
Tekoa, mentioned in the lesson. 

Some suppose that instead of Ziz our English version 
should read Hazziz; the reason for which a Hebraist will 
immediately see. In that case it should be considered as 
corresponding to the modern wady Ei Husasah. But how- 
ever the geographical questions may be regarded, one of the 
wadys ending near Tekoa is the chief pass by which maraud- 
ing bands still come up. 

In 1876 the writer took a rather difficult ride from the 
Frank Mountain, the traditional tomb of Herod, a place 
mentioned by some commentators in this connection, down 
and across a steep wady to the region of Tekoa, turning aside 
to visit the supposed cave of Adullam on the way. The 
Frank Mountain is a steep cone, of which about forty feet 
towards the top are ruins, and commands a splendid view of 
the region. On descending into the wady we met the Bodwins, 
with swarthy faces, dark dirty raiment and long guns; 
grandly polite to us; and passed their flocks and tents. It 
was hot, thirsty, parching; and the rocky land seemed very 


appetite for that food by which we live. The sky is blue 
and the grass is green; and the colors green and blue are 
restful to the eye. We work for our living; and if we are 
rightly trained and our work is not too heavy forus,how|) 9 Gpron 20:14. Alexander and Thru pasecciate Pealms 
much pleasanter is it to work and accomplish results than to 47th and 48th with this occasion, and ‘ hrupp (see Smith’s 
be idle. Pleasant means to necessary ends is the lesson nature | Bible Dictionary) regards Jehazielas its author. He says 

: : : ; | aleo of Pra. 45, that this great prophetical ode connects itself 
teaches us concerning some great designer in our lives. | ** Sees ee oh 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 


BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


Jacob's dream of the ladder of communication to heaven | men natily with the sphuder of Jehoshaphavs reign.— 


along which the angels came is the Bible image of God’s 
ministry to the soul of man, which is shown us in Revela- 
tion and fulfilled in the incarnation of our Lord, as seen in 
his own words: “ Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the 


angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
man” (John 1: 51). 


Senxpive u1s Sprrit.—One of the legends of Scottish history 
tells us that while the great Earl of Douglas was living he 
was the terror of all his enemies, and that his name carried 
fear and consternation wherever it went. Sir Walter Scott 
says that mothers woald sing to their children: 


“ Hush ye, hush ye, 
Little pet ye— 
Lie you still, 
And don’t you fret ye— 
The Black Douglas 
Shall not get ye.” 


On his crest were written the words: “ Thou shalt want 
ere I want.” After his death his heart was taken out and 
preserved in a strong urn, and his Highland followers used 
to carry it with them to battle. When they failed to carry 
the day, or when the battle was going against them, the man 
who carried the precious legacy would hurl itinto the enemy's 
ranks, crying out, “ Remember the Black Douglas—his heart 
has gone before you.” 

When you turn the glass wheel of an electric machine it 
generates electricity. This is lost in the air unless you hold 
a Leyden jar near to the brass knobs to catch the sparks. In 
this case the sparks are not lost, but are treasured up in the 
jar until something touches the knob or the discharger is 
applied. ‘“ It pleased the Father that in him should all full- 
ness dwell; . . . and of his fullness have all we received.” 


Encouracine Farra.—A father once asked his little girl 
to give him back a coral necklace he had given her. He 
said it would be all right, but he could not tell her any more 
at present. The poor child with a heavy heart gave up the 
treasure, only to receive, in a very short time, a more elegant 
gift. “* Why did you take the old necklace away from me?” 
asked the child. “ Simply, my dear,” the father replied, “ to 
show you what is meant when we pray, ‘ Lord, increase our 
faith.’”” When Columbus was on his first voyage to America, 
when h's men were mutinous and his officers were rebellious, 
the very sea-grass around his vessel's prow was a sign to him 
that after his long voyage he was approaching some shore, 
and that faith would soon end in sight. In a dark cellar 
where only a ray of light could enter through a crack in the 
door, some sprouting bulbs had become rooted in the earth. 
There was only one rift of light that ever entered the dark 
place. Yet to catch that light and to drink in the strength 
of that ray, these poor deserted plants had bent and stretched 
their stalks so that they might live by that one rift, and not 
die by starvation of sunlight. Vures acquirit ewndo,—“ He 
gathers strength by striving.” 

AWAKENING Pratse.—People when traveling in Switzer- 
land ascend Mount Rigi on purpose to see the sun rise there. 
Over the Jura mountain range the first light comes. Then 
an Alpen hora is blown through the halls of the hotel to 





inhospitable. The clamber along the edge of the wady to 
the cave was very trying to the nerves, dangerous, slippery, 
and required some crawlingy A more inaccessible fastness 
against opposition would be difficult to find. But that, and 
the roomy cave, with chambers needing a day to explore, it 
is rather out of our way to describe here, as likewise the 
spring of tepid water beneath, reached by a difficult and 
dangerous path, at which we were giad to tantalize our,thirst. 

On approaching the ruin of Tekoa, which is on the top 
of a gently sloping hill, across which we passed a few rods 
below the ruins, we passed more Bedwin, more flocks, more 
black tents. A little below us, on the brink of the nearest 
wady, very near the ruin, were pitched a few of these“ tents 
of Kedar,” about which were camels, dogs, sheep, goats and 
horses; with some women about, either situng at work in 
the tent door—everybody in the Orient sits or squats at 
work where possible— or 


carrying milk or water in jars or 
skins. We were reminded of the meaning of the name 
Tekoa: “pitching,” te, of tents. The “wilderness of 


‘Yekoa” must have been rather the rocky desert full of 
gorges than such a wilderness as the inhabitants of the wild 
portions of the United States would suppose, 


ILLUSTRATIONS, 
BY THE REY. W. W. NEWTON, 

Gop’s Loyixe Mixistry.—The principle of adaptation in 
nature shows us God's forethought and care. Look at the 
argument from design 


Food is pleasant; and we have an 


| Hunt. 


| 

| Jahaziel. His descent is traced back for five generations 
| to the Levite Mattaniah of the sons of Asaph. This Mat- 
taniah is not the same as the one mentioned in 1 Chron. 
25: 4,16, who lived in David’s time, for he belonged to the 
eons of Heman; but perhaps he is identical with the Asa- 
phite Nethaniah (1 Chron. 25: 2, 12).—<Keil. 


V. 15. The batile is not yours, but God’s. You have not 
| to make war upon them, for the Lord God will do it. 1Sam. 
117: 47; Neh. 4: 14; Matt. 10: 20.—Kel. 


| V. 16. To-morrow go ye down. He gives them intelli- 
gence of the motions of the enemy.—Comp. Com. 


| Chiff. Ascent. Ziz,a flower—probably the pass of Ain-Jidy 
(En-gedi).— Whitney. 


Jéruel or Jertiel. Founded of God. Probably between 
En-gedi and Tekoa, and distant by ashort march from Bera- 
| chah, now Bereikut.— Wastney. 


V. 17. Ye shall not need to fight. They should be, not 
the glorious instraments, but the joyful spectators of the 
total defeat of theenemy. So Moses told Israel at the Red 
Sea (Ex. 14: 13). Let but the Christian soldier go out 
against his spiritual enemies, and the God of Peace will make 
him more than conqueror.— Comp. Com. 


V. 18. Jewoshaphat bowed his head ... and all Judah. 
This attitude was expressive of reverence to God and his 
word, of confidence in his promise, and of thankfulness for 
so extraordinary a favor —Faussett and Brown. 

V. 19. Levites. 2; 2 


25: 1-7. Kohathi'es. These had charge of the sacred ves- 
sels.— Whitney. 


1 Chron. 15: 16-22; 16: 5, 42; 23: 5; 


Korhites. There is a slight inaccuracy here, as the Kor- 
hites (descendants of Korah) were Kohathites. See 1 Chron. 
6: 22. But the author desires to particularize this particu- 
lar branch of the Kohathite family, because they were famous 
for their excellent ministry. See titles to Psalms 42, 44-49, 
84 87.— Rawlinson. 


An active faita can give thanks for a promise, though it 
be not yet performed, knowing that God's bonds are as good 
as realy money (Psa. 60: 6).—Comp. Com. 


V. 20 Tekoa—possibly a pitching of tents, or trumpet 
clang. A city about six miles south of Bethlehem, on the 
borders of the desert to which it gave its name. The site 
still bears the name Tekua. It isan elevated hill, not steep, 
but broad at the top, and covered with ruins to the extent of 
four or five acres. These consist chiefly of the foundations 
of houses built of squared stones, some of which are beveled. 
Tuere are also cisterns and broken columns.— Wartney. 


Jehoshaphat stood. Probably in the gate by which the 
warriors went forth.— Lange. 


Believe Faith inspires a man with true courage; nor 
will anything contribute more to the establishing of the 
heart 10 shaking times, than a firm belief of the power, and 
mercy, and promise of God. In our spiritual conflicts this 
is the victory, even our faith.—Scvtt, 


V. 21. Singers . . that they should praise. Having 
arranged the line of procession, he gave the signal to move 
forward: when the Levites leading the van with their musi- 
cal instruments, and singing the 136th Psalm, the people 
went on, not as an army marching against an enemy, but 


returning in joyful triumph after a victory.—Fuusseit and 
Brown. 


The be wuty of holiness. God in his glorious majesty: so 
he appeared in the Shekinah over the mercy-seat, and so now 
be appears in the exercise of his mercy, engsged on behalf 
of bis church and people. The song of triumph was already 


on their lips, because the grace of taith was in their hearts. 
— Hunt. 








awaken the guests to see the sunrise. At last, when thesun 
appears over the cragged edges of the surrounding mountain 
peaks, other horns are heard reverberating from the other 
peaks, and the birth of the new day in the opening sunrise 
is perceived in the sounding forth of these many voices. But 
on Mount Pilate near Lucerne, a cap of cloud seems to be 
always hovering, and no awakening voices are heard 
there. 

Birds will not sing in the dark. You may cover their 
| nests or cages, you may put them in closets or dark rooms 
| with the curtains down, and they will be silent. But bring 

them to the open sunl)ght, and they cannot help singing. We 
cannot sing in the dark of our own sins; but when God puts 
@ new song in our mouth—it is because we are near him 
who is light, and in whom there 1s “ no darkness at all.” 


EstaBLisHine Victory.—A victory is a triumph of 
strength over weakness. Gods victories are the triumph of 
good over evil. Carlyle says a lieis a no—thing; it breaks 
before solid truth. A shadow is a no—thing; it disappears 
when the obstructing substance is gone. 
Richard the Second say, to show his sense of weakness: 
“Oh that I were a mockery king of snow, that I might melt 
before this sun of Bolingbroke.” 

Error and sin melt before the power of the Sun of Right- 
eousness. In this way he establishes his victories. 

One of the finest lines Lord Byron ever wrote is the fol- 
lowing, in his poem of “The Destruction of Sennacherib :” 

“ And melted like snow in the glance of the Lord.” 


Shakespeare makes | 


V. 22. Ambushments. The waylaying without doubt 
was done by a part of the confederates themselves, probably 
some of the Meunites, the inhabitants of Mount Seir, who, 
being eager for booty, had laid the crafty ambush, on whose 
sudden assault the Ammonites and Moabites must have 
regarded their Meunite allies as traitors, and th 
opened the wild game of the self-slarghter of their 
similar event is described in Judges 7: 22—JLa 


ereupon 
army. A 
nge. 
Ammonites. Strong people, or son of my kindred. The nati 
descended from Ben-Ammi, the son of Lot. Their re 
| was between the Arnon and the Jabbok. 


Moab. Probably from father, or possibly the desirable land. 
The name Moab 1s applied to both the son of Lot by his 
| eldest daughter (Gen. 14: 37), and to the well-known nation 


, of which Moab was the pregenitor. The land of Moab was 
| on the east of the Red Sea. 


Mount Seir.— Hairy, bristly, the mountain district on the east 
of the Arabah, anciently inhabited by the Horites (Gen. 
14: 6; Deut. 2:12). The name may come either from Seir, 
the Horite chief (Gen. 36: 20), or from the rough aspect of 
the whole region. This district extended from the Dead Sea 
to the Elanitic Gulf— Whitney. 


They were smitten. The Ammonites and the Moabites fell 
foul on the Edomites and cut them off, and then they fell 
out with one another, and cut one another off Thus God 
often makes wicked people instruments of destruction to one 
another. That day's work gave a name to the place. the 
valley of Berachah, that is, of a blessing, See also 1 Kings 
| 22: 48, 49, and 2 Kings 3.—Scott. 


So vain are all men’s attempts against God, who needs none 
to destroy his enemies but themselves and their own mistakes 


Sa a which he can, when he pleases, arm against them. 
| —Poo 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


ee 


NORMAL CLASSES AND ASSOCIATIONS, 


Alton, Ill., Union Normal class on the second and fourth Wednesday 
evenings of each month, in the First Baptist Church. 

Augusta, Ga.. Union Meeting for Prayer and Lesson Study every 
Saturday’ at 8.45 A. m., in Y. M. C. A, Rooms. 

Baltimore, Md., Meeting for Lesson Study every Friday at 4 p. m., in 
the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. Infant Class Teachers’-Meeting every Satur- 
day, at 4 p. m., in the Room of the Maryland Sunday School 
Union, 53 Lexington Street. 

Binghamton, N. Y., Union Meeting for the study of the Sunday- 
school lesson every Saturday noon, from 12 to 1 p.m.,in the 
rooms of the Y. M. C, A, 

Burlington, Iowa, Union Normal class the first and third Wednesday 
evenings of each month. 

Carbondale, Ill. Union Normal Class for study of Chau/auqua lessons 
every Monday evening. Conducted by C, W. Jerome. 

Cincinnati, O., Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Saturday at 
3p. ™m., inthe Y. M. C, A. Hall. 

Cleveland, O., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday from 
12 to 12.45 p.m., inthe Y. M. C. A. Hall. 

Columbus, O., Bible Class for Lesson Study meets in the Y. M.C. A. 
Parlor every Tuesday at 7.30 Pp. m. 

Detroit, Mich., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday 
evening, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. Led by the Rey. Dr. A. T. Pierson. 

Elmira, N. Y., Union Normal class in the different churches, on the 
second Monday evening of each month. 

Halifax, Nova Scotia, Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, at 8 rp. m., in the Class-room Y. M, C. A. Hall. 

Harrisburg, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Thursday 
evening in the Y. M. C, A. Rooms. 

Hudson, N. Y., Union Me:ting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
4p. m.,in Y, M. C, A. Rooms. 


Indianapolis, Ind., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday 
at noon. Training class for Christian Workers every Tuesday 
evening. Both in the Y. M. C. A. Chapel, and both conducted by 
Mr. C. P. Jacobs. 


Louisville, Ky., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday, at 
5 p.m, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms. 


Minneapolis, Union meeting for Bible Study every Saturday,.’ from 
11 to 12 a. m., in Association Hall, Conducted — Cc, A. J. Marsh, 


Newark, N. J., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 4 
Pp. m., in the First Presbyterian Church, 


Newburyport, Mass, Unicon Meeting for Lesson Study every Thurs- 
day evening, in the Y.M. C. A. Ruoms. Conducted by the Rey. J. 
T. Beckley. 


New York, Superintendents’ Meeting every Tuesday at 4 Pp. w., in the 
Fulton Street Chapel. Primary class Teachers’ Meeting every Satur- 
day at 2.45 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Lecture-room. 


Ottawa, Kansas, Teachers’ Normal class on the first and third Tuesday 
evenings of each month, in the different churches. 


Peoria, Ill., Normal Class meets weekly. Conducted by Miss Mary 
G. Burdett. 


Philadelphia, Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Thursday 
evening and at noon every Saturday, in the Y. M. C. A. Hall, cor- 
ner of Fifteenth and Chestnut Streets, 


Pittsburgh, Pa., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at 
noon, in the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, No. 33 Fifth Avenue. 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Meeting for Lesson Study. every Monday 
evening in the Y. M. C, A. Parlor, 


Rockford, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Monday at 
7.30 p.m., in the Y. M. C.A, Rooms, 


Springfield, Ill., Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday, at 
noon, in the Y. M. ©, A. Hall. 


St. Louis, Union Meeting for Lesson Study every Saturday at noon, in 
the Y. M. C. A. Rooms, 620 Locust Street, conducted by J. H. 
Brookes, D.D. English S.S. Teachers’ Association meets tor Insti- 
tute work the first Tuesday evening of each month, at the Rooms of 
the Y.M.C.A. German 8.8. Teachers’ Association meets third 
Monday evening of each month, at the Y. M C, A, Rooms. 


Syracuse, N. Y., Union Meeting for Lesson Study, every Saturday at 
4p.m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 


Toronto, Can., Teachers’ Union Meeting for International Lesson Study 
every Saturday, in the Y.M. ©. A. Hall, from 12tolo’clock p.m. 
Led by the Hon, Vice-Chancellor Blake. 

Troy, N. Y., Union Meeting every Tuesday evening, at 74 o’clock 
State Street Methodist Church. Conducted by the Rev. George J. 
Brown. Wednesday evenings, Teachers’-Meeting at Fifth Street 
Presbyterian Church, the Rev. Dr, William Irvin, conductor. Thurs- 
day evenings, at North Second Street Methodist Church, at8 o’clock, 
Conducted by the Rev. H. C, Farrar. 


Washington, D. C., Sunday School Teachers’ Normal class every Satur- 
day, at 6 p. m., in the Y. M. C. A. Hall. 





WORK IN PENNSYLVANIA 


The secretary of the Pennsylvania State Sunday-school 
Association makes this appeal to the workers in his 
field : 

MECHANICSBURG, January 10, 1878. 

The attention of every Sunday-school worker in Pennsylvania 
is called to the following important facts: 

(1) The Second International Sunday-school Convention has 
been called to meet at Atlanta, Ga., on Wednesday, April 17, 
1878, at 10 a. M., continuing its sessions till Friday evening 
April 19, inclusive. Pennsylvania is entitled to fifty-eight dele- 
gates, two from each of the twenty-seven congressional districts, 
and two for each of the senators; and it is hoped that the whole 
number will be present. To this end we urge that the names of 
suitable persons-—persons who will attend—be proposed at once. 

Let there be no delay or modesty in asking for appointment. 

(2.) A full list of all officers (and their post-office address) of all 

the organized county and district associations in the State is 


will please add a synopsis of the general condition of the work in 
their respective counties and districts. 
(3.) At a late meeting of the Executive Committee, the Com- 
mittee on State Work made the following report : 
“That special aggressive means be employed to resuscitate the 
inactive county organizations, and organize and vigorously prose- 
cute the work in the eleven unorganized counties. . . . They also 
recommend that district and township organizations be encour- 
aged by the secretary and executive committee, especially in such 
counties where it is difficult, or not possible, to secure county 
organizations.” 
The “inactive county organizations” above referred to are— 
Armstrong, Berks, Bradford, Butler, Carbon, Dauphin, Erie, 
Lawrence, Mercer, Montour, Northampton, Northumberland, 
Sasquehanna, Warren and Washington. The organized counties 
are—Bedford, Clarion, Crawford, Greene, Monroe, Pike, Potter, 
Somerset, Sullivan, Venango and Wyoming. 
That the work may be revived and vigorously prosecuted in all 
the counties named, the secretary offers his services in procuring 
acceptable speakers and instructors at their various institutes and 
conventions; will cheerfully furnish suggestions in regard to 
forming county and township organizations, and propose plans 
for promoting their efficiency; and, as far as practicable, will 
attend institutes and conventions when requested. Correspondence 
is invited from wherever work is desired, especially from the 
inactive and unorganized counties. 
Active preparations are already in progress to make the Annual 
State Convention for 1878 one of work and interest—one that 
will light up the whole s tate with a blaze of Sunday-school zeal 
and work. 
Address all communications to 
EpWARD S. WAGONER, State Secretary, 
Mechanicsburg, Cumberland County, Pa 





WORKERS IN COUNCIL. 
—The State Sunday School Convention of Missouri will 
meet at St. Louis on May 28, 29, and 30 next, instead of 
May 14, 15, and 16, as at first intended. 


—The monthly meeting of the Brooklyn Sunday School 
Union, held on January 14, discussed no less than thirty- 
nine questions concerning primary classes. 


—The Detroit District Convention of Bible teachers and 
students will meet at the Methodist Church in South 
Lyon, Mich., on February, 11,12, and13, The programme 
is varied and interesting. The Rev. J. B. Atchinson will 
conduct the singing. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 

—The Rev. George 8. Woodhull, pastor of the Presby- 
terian Church at Marinette, Wis., at the beginning of the 
year issued a practical letter to his Sunday-school workers 
and other parishioners, urging them to new and even 
more faithful effort. 


—Mr. John E. Searles, Jr., of the Wesley Chapel Sunday 
School, New Haven, Conn., in a New Year’s letter, spe- 
cially urged parents to help in securing prompt attendance 
and faithful preparation on the part of their children, and 
also to be present themselves, at least as frequent visitors. 

—The Presbytery of Toronto, at its last meeting, recom- 
mended that parents co-operate more zealously with the 
teachers of their children in Sunday-schools; that each 
minister organize a normal class in his congregation ; and 
that visiting committees be appointed to report to the 
presbytery on the condition of the schools. It is an inter- 
esting fact that one clergyman, at this meeting, “doubted 
if there would be much benefit in parents visiting the 
Sabbath schools; for it might have the effect of interrupt- 
ing the regular instruction.” He afterwards explained 
that he “referred to the regular services, and would be 
very glad to see parents at the quarterly reviews.” 

—The Beth-Omen League of Grace Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y., held its first anniversary meeting 
on January 3. This young people’s Bible class numbers 
one hundred and thirty, and claims to be the largest class 
in Buffalo or vicinity. When Mr. Frank C. Porter took 
charge of the class in November, 1876, there were regis- 
tered nineteen names, and the average attendance for the 
previous six months had been but six. From November, 
1876, to January 1, 1877, there was an addition of two 
members to the class, while the average attendance in- 
creased from six to twelve. From January 1 to April 1 
the average increase was four each Sunday, making the 
number in active members on the first of April seventy. 
Since then the League has nearly doubled, and Mr. Porter 
expects it will soon increase to one hundred and fifty. 


EVANGELISM. 

—The meetings of Messrs. Moody and Sankey in Hart- 
ford continue to be attended by assemblages averaging 
2,500. A daily noon prayer-meeting is held at the Pearl 
Street Church (the Rev. W. L. Gage’s), at which a more 
moderate number are present. The evening meeting is at 
7.30 nightly, except Saturday, in the skatiny-rink, the 





wanted immediately. Correspondents communieating these lists 





On Sunday, January 13, there were two vast meetings, at 
which admission by ticket was necessary. At the close of 
the evening meeting, many inquirers assembled in the 
South Baptist Church. During the preceding week some 
of the days were stormy or cold; but Mr. Moody was not 
daunted, saying, “I like rainy-night meetings.” Nowhere 
has the constant and hearty co-operation of the ministers 
of the city been more noticeable than in Hartford. 


¥. M. @. A, 


—The new effort to reach railroad men will also extend 
to horse-car conductors and drivers. A large room in the 
old skating-rink in Boston is to be fitted up as a reading- 
room for their benefit. At asimilar room in Albany there 
were 1512 readers and visitors in the first month (Decem- 
ber); and 556 attendants at the sixteen religious meetings 
—an average of 45. The general secretary also made, 
during that time, 131 visits to men and 30 to their 
families. 


PERSONAL. 
—Mr. Spurgeon is to be added to the number of ministers 


who live to see a son at work in the same field. Mr. 
Thomas Spurgeon is preaching with success in Australia. 


—The honor in which the work of Moody and Sankey is 
still held in London is shown by the advance sheets of a 
really sumptuous edition of the sacred songs and solos of 
Mr. Sankey. The work will appear in sixteen quarto 
parts, printed in brown ink on fine paper. Some of Mr. 
Bliss’s songs will also be included. 


—The Rev. Dr. George D. Boardman is repeating at 
Association Hall, in this city, his able course of lectures on 
the first two chapters of Genesis. The key-note of the 
series is that nature and Scripture complement each other; 
that both the Bible and science sometimes speak phenome- 
nally and optically, as well as scientifically; that parable 
is often the veriest truth; and that all nature is charged 
with spiritual meaning. 


—In the recent Christmas services many churches used 
the new hymn called “ Christmas Beils,” the words being by 
the Rev. Dr. Batterson of this city, and the music by Mr. 
Henry Wilson of Hartford. This piece of music was one 
of Mr. Wilson’s most spirited and artistic writings. In 
the second week of January, Mr. Wilson died at his home 
in Hartford. He was one of the first of American com- 
posers of sacred music, and his influence on his art in his 
own city, at Christ Episcopal and the Park Congregational 
churches, was marked. The chief peculiarity of his style 
was its union of a thorough knowledge of harmony with 
brilliancy of effect. Memorial services to Mr. Wilson 
were held in the Park Church, of which Mr. Wilson was 
organist at the time of his death, on Sunday, January 14. 
The Rev. Dr. Nathaniel J. Burton, pastor of the church, 
paid a warm tribute to the dead musician, who was his 
attached friend. 


GENERAL. 


—The week of prayer was heralded this year by no 
special efforts in advance, and the meetings throughout 
the country were not marked, as a rule, by any unusual 
enthusiasm, But they were attended by goodly numbers, 
and the prevailing spirit of earnestness and devotion was 
excellent; though, in too many places, the impression 
that it was a week of addresses, not of prayer, was still 
prevalent. In Philadelphia, noonday meetings were held 
daily at Association Hall, and there were also daily meet- 
ings at 3 Pp. M. in some city church. A young woman’s 
meeting was also held at Association Hall daily at eleven 
in the morning, and a young men’s at nine in the evening. 


BOOKS AND WRITERS. 


Samuel Johnson, by Lord Macaulay; William Pitt, by 
the same; The Earl of Chatham, by the same; My Lady’s 
Money, by Wilkie Collins; Poor Zeph, by F. W. Robinson. 
New York: Harper & Brothers.—Five volumes of Harper's 
Half-Hour Series come to us ali at once. It is not a contra- 


diction to say that the series is not well] edited, and yet isa 


very valuable and serviceable little library. It is not well 
edited in that it has no unity whatever save in size and ty pog- 
raphy; itis valuable and useful, nevertheless, because it has 


not contained a poor book, thus far. Nine of Lord Macau- 
lay's essays have now appeared, we believe; though for this 
record we are obliged to depend on memory, and not on the 
erroneous order of issue printed with the several volumes. 
Two more of the essays are promised. They are all of the 
right length to be included in this very convenient and e¢le- 





doorsof which, for convenience’ sake, are thrown open at 6, 


gant little pocket collection. Any one of Lord Macaulay’s 
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brilliant and glowing historical or biographi- 
cal papers contains the wisdom of a dozen 
large volumes, fused by the heat of the writer's 
fervid eloquence. If the reader will but 
remember that, once in a while, Macaulay 
was a partisan, he cannot more profitably begin 
or continue a course of historical reading than 
with these remarkable pieces of condensation. 
Once read, an essay by Macaulay ever illu- 
mines the period or the man to whom it 
is devoted. As for the novels in the Half- 
Hour Series, two more of which are now 
issued, it is enough to say that they are supe- 
rior to the common run of fiction both in liter- 
ary meritand in moral worth. Wilkie Collins 
is never more successful than in his novel- 
ettes, of which the present story is con- 
structed in his well-known artificial manner, 
in which art conceals art. This tale, however, 
is greatly disfigured by slang, which almost 
becomes coarseness. 

“A Child’s Desire” is a pretty song and 
chorus, composed and published by M. Lerman, 
97 East Fourth Street, New York. Mr. 
Lerman is the composer of the song, 
“ Heaven is on the Other Side,” which is quite 
a favorite in the Sunday-schools where if is 
known. The fact that the ‘Child’s Desire” 
is greatly liked in the Olivet Sanday-school 
is a strong recommendation for it. Its costis 
ten cents. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulawon of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week. The regular edition this week is 
26,900 copies. In addition to this, a special 
edition of 2,100 copies has been printed. 
Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. 














TEACHERS will not regret it if they invest 
five dollars in Lange’s Commentary on 
Chronicles. See the timely advertisement 
of Messrs. Scribner, Armstrong, & Co., on 
last page of this paper. 


SCRIBNER'S MONTHLY 


MIDWINTER NUMBER. 


The Mipwiyter Nomser of Sorrpyer’s 
MonTHLY, in the variety of its contents and 
the beauty of its illustrations as well as in 
its entire mechanical execution, surpasses 
anything we have hitherto attempted. 

n the series on American Sports, there is 
“ Moose-Huntiye,” illustrations by Sand- 
ham, Ward, and Kelly; “A Catiroryia 
Mrixtna Camp,” illustrations and text by 
Mary Haliock Foote; ‘“ Tae Hummrine Brrp 
OF THE CALIFORNIA WATER-FALLS,” illustra- 
tions by Moran, Beard, and Gibson; ‘‘ Receyt 
Cuurcu Decorations,” by Clarence Cook, 
illustrations of the work of Bartholdi, La 
Farge and St. Gaudens; “Following the 
Halcyon to Canada,” by Burroughs; ‘ Ma- 
jolica,” by Castellani, etc., etc. There are 
also illustrated Poems and Stories by Stod- 
dard, Gilder, Boyesen, Holland, and Stock- 
ton, besides Sketches, Essays, Reviews, and 
Fun ; ‘ Howa Man Takes Care of his Baby,” 
* An Asylum for Literary Lunatics,” etc., etc. 
The edition of the MrpwrnterR Scrisyer is 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND. 
Among other novelties, there is a double 
frontispiece: a portrait of Abraham Lincoln, 
from the last Photograph, drawn by Wyatt 
Eaton, and engraved by Cole; and opposite 
the portrait,a sonnet on Lixcoxy, by Richard 
Henry Stoddard, printed in quaint Old Eng- 
— type, from matrices three hundred years 
old. 

One of the most noteworthy features of 
the Midwinter Sorisyer is a series entitled, 
‘ PeRsoNAL REMINISCENCES OF LINCOLN,” by 
Noah Brooks, with a fac-simile of one of the 
President’s stories in his own handwriting. 
These papers have been specifically copy- 
righted, so that they can be had only in the 
magazine. 

Another Novelty—The “ Scribner Extra.” 
For the convenience of purchasers of the 
“ Midwinter Sorrpyer,” we have reprinted 
the earlier chapters of “‘ Roxy,” Dr. Eggies- 
ton’s Novel, from the November, 1877, De- 
cember, 1877, and January, 1878, numbers 
of Sortpyer, together with Mr. Frank R. 
gtockton’s capital “ RuppERr GRANGE Storigs,” 
with the original illustrations (also continued 
in the ‘‘ Midwinter Scrrpner’), in a “ Sorrs- 
yeR Extra,” which is sold by all Booksellers 
and Newsdealers. Price, 15 cents. 
FIFTY DOLLARS FOR 85.00. 
For $5 00 you can get Scrispner s Monru ty, 
the best of the illustrated magazines. for one 
year and a half, beginning with the magnifi- 





Tue Lazor or Love is commended by 
all who desire only a simple gospel sheet 
circulated in their Sunday-schools. LIllus- 
trated superbly, and printed on tinted paper. 
Edwin A. Wilson, publisher, Springfield, 
Ill. Specimen copy free. 


Faith LATIMER gives us a charming 
book of Bible stories, which she calls Dear 
Old Stories Told Once More. The Ameri- 
can Tract Society, N. Y., has issued it with 
forty full-page pictures. This book will 
greatly please and instruct the little ones, 
Large clear type, on nice paper. Price 
$1.25; postage, 10c. Get it at 1512 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. 





An AstoxIsHine Orrer.—The Indepen- 
dent, of New York, offers in another column 
to give away absolutely a Worcester’s 
Unabridged Quarto Pictorial Dictionary, 
which retails everywhere for $10, and is, 
of course, a household necessity. How they 
can do it is, to manya great mystery, but 
that they do there is no question The 
Independent is now publishing Rev. Joseph 
Cook’s famous Boston Monday Lectures, 
which are creating so much discussion every~ 
where. See advertisement of The Ind- 
pendent in this paper. 





SPECIAL NOTCES. 


cent ‘‘ MipsumMER Numser” for August last, 
including the splendid ‘“ Mrpwinter Noum- 
BER" for February of this year, and ending 
with the number for January, 1879, and also 
the splendid Christmas Holiday Number of 
Sr. Nicnonas for December, 1877, containing 
one hundred pages—the finest number of a 
children’s magazine ever issued 

These numbers will contain all the chap- 
ters of ‘‘ His InueErRiTAnce,” Miss Trafton’s 
graphic story ot Army Lirg; all of “ Roxy,” 
Edward Eggleston's New Novel, a story of 
Weatern lite during the political campaign 
of 1840; and all or a large part of Boyesen’s 
novel, “A Knight of Fortune,” the story of 
a community of emigrants in the Northwest; 
besides shorter stories by Mrs. Burnett, Saxe 
Holm, Boyesen, etc ; and Illustrated Poems, 
Travel Sketches, Essays, Reviews, nearly a 
dozen of the splendidly illustrated series of 
“Our or-Door” Papers, including many of 
the best of the ser es on “ American Sports,” 
and on “ The Picturesque Aspects of Ameri- 
can Farm Life,”’ ete., etc., ete.; that is to say, 
all the numbers of Scrrsner’s Monruty from 
August, 1877, to January, 1879, inclusive, and 
the Christmas Holiday Number of Sr. Nicu- 
OLAS, more than 2,000 octavo pages of the 
best and freshest illustrated literature, cost- 
pg in book form more than $50,000. 


Price, 35 cents. $4.00 a year. 
For Sale by all Booksellers and Newsdealers, 


SCRIBNER & CO., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 


In its 38soth Year. 








Well and Favorably Known the World 
over as the BEST Religious Week- 
ly Newspaper. It retains all 
its Most Desirable Features 
and adds New Ones. 


COOK'S LECTURES. 


“These famous Lectures, delivered in Boston every 
Monday. by the Rev. Joseph Cook, are published in 
full, together with the introductory remarks. 


PREMIUMS! 


We offer the Rev. Jovem 





1 Cook’s valuable new vol- 
umes,entitled “BIOLOGY” and ‘** TRANSCEN DEN- 
TALISM,” embodying, in a revised and corrected 
form, the author’s last winter’s remarkable Monday 
Lectures. They are pablished in handsome book form, 
with colored illustrations, by James R. Osgood & Co, 
of Boston. We will mail a copy of either volume, post- 
paid, to every subscriber to THE INDEPENDENT 
who remits us $3 fora year in advance; or any sub- 
scriber mee remit $5.50, and we will send him THE 
INDEPENDENT for two years, in advance, and both 
volumes, post-paid. 


WORCESTER’S UNABRIDGED 


Pictorial Quarto Dictionary, 


Bound in Sheep, 1854 pages, over 1,000 Illustra- 
tions, Issue of 1878. 


RETAIL PRICE, $10.00. 


We have made a special contract with the great pub- 
lishing house of J. B. Lippincott & Co., of Philadelphia, 
by which we are enabied to offer the most desirable 
remiums ever given by any newspaper in the country. 
Ye will send this dictionary to any person who will 
send us the names of Three New Subscribers and Nine 
Dollars; or who will, On renewing his own subscrip- 
tion, in advance, send us Two New Names additional 
and $9.00; or who will renew his own subscription for 
three years in advance, and send us $9.00; or for a new 
subscriber for three years and $9.00. 
The Dictionary will be delivered at our. office, or in 
Philadelphia, free, or be sent by express or otherwise, 
e ordered, from Philadelphia, at the expense 
of the subscriber. 
The subscriber, under this offer, will not be entitled 
to any other Premium. 





Subscription Price, $3 per annum in Advance. 


ga@ Specimen copies (giving 
very valuable Premiums) sent 


Address, THE INDEPENDENT, 
P. 0. Box 2787. New York City. 

aa” Cut out this advertisement, as it will not appear 
again. 


full description of other 
free, 








EDUCATIONAL. 


OBERLIN COLLEGE. 


Theological, Collegiate, and ry de 

ments. Rrective chenien. Admits both sexes. Nc 
saloon temptations. Best of religious influences. 
Thorough and cheap. a incidentals, and li- 
brary fees only $27 a year. Over 1,000 students. 
Fall term, September 11; Winter term, December 4. 
for circulars address J. B. T. Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Un- 
der the College ment. First-class teachers. 
Expenses low. Class instruction or private lessons, 
as preferred. As a home for students, Oberlin is 
uns for healthfulness and religious and 
intellectual advantages. Address Prof. F. B. Rice. 
Thorough Preparation for Business / 


BRYANT & STRATTONLS 
USINESS OLLECE 


And Telegraphic Institute, 
Increased facilities. Telegraphic Dept. in charge 


of the Manager and Electrican of the 

Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Co. Yor 

B full particulars, call or send for free 

lustrated circular, J. BE. SOULE. Pres. 

NATIONAL SCHOOL OF 
YIP 
ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 
1418 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Next term opens February 4. A sixty-page cata- 

logue with full particulars, sent on application. 
J. W. SHOEMAKER, A.M., President. 

He SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 






























4085 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

+ advantages for a thorough education. For 
circulars, ad: 

RS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





A Great Offer for Holidays 


We will during these hard times and 
the holidays dispose of 100 new Pianos 








ALL ofour readers who answer the advertisement of 
Messrs. Jordan, Marsh, & Co., of Boston, will please do 
us the favor to mention that they saw their card in The 
S. 8. Times. 





Frese! Leisure Hours, a splendid 16 page family 


literary popes, full of Choice Stories. Sketches, Poetry, 
etc., sent three months, with a pair of beautiful 6x8 
Chromos, worthy to adorn the walls of any home. 
Free to any one sending fifleen cents (stamps taken) to 
pay mailing expenses. The publishers, J. L. Patten & 
X0., 162 William St., N. Y., Guarantee every one 


Double Value of money sent. §1500in prizes, and big 
pay, given to agents. A rare chance to make money. 


Anderson’s Safvty Inkstand.—Don't spill, 
spoil nena, or soil fingers, Over 150,000 sold, nt 


in exchange for old books, er free on easy condi- | 


tions. 


Send postal card to Amerwcan Book Exchange, 


55 Beekman St., N. Y 





and Organs, of first-class makers, at 
lower prices for cash, or installments, 
than ever before offered. Waters’ 
Pianos and Organs are the best made, 
warranted for five years. Lil. Cata- 
logues mailed. Great inducements to 
the trade. Pianos, T-octave, $140; 
7 1-3-octave, $150; Organs, 2 stops, 
$48; 4 stops, $53; 7 steps, $653; 8 
stops, $70; 10 stops, $85; 12 stops, 
$90; in perfect order, not used a year. 
Sheet music at half price. HORACE 
WATERS & SONS, Manufacturers and 
Dealers, 40 East 14th Street, New 
York. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sea- 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Bosion. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I. 





NCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE COLLEGE. 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 

guages, Fevating. and Music 
REV. D 


ie. 
AVID H. MOORK, D.D., President. 


OW, 
As 


B 


Coughs and Colds. 


“Brown’s Bronchial 
Troches” will allay ir- 
ritation which induces 
lecoughing, and gives im- 
mediate relief in Bron- 
ehitis, Catarrh, Influ- 
enza, Hoarseness, Sore 
Throat, and Consump- 
tiveand Asthmatic Complaints. The Gron- 
chial Troches have been steadily winning 
their way into public favor, nntil they are 











j Fo ee fe at Work, and Leaves, send to 
| bany, . . 


SCROLL SAW PATTERNS. 
WOODS, WOOD ORNAMENTS, and all kinds of 
Seroll Saw Materials. 
Beautiful Illustrated Catalogue free. 

L. H. RUSSELL, Stratford, Conn. 





PIANOS fremne! To stops, $120; 13, $96; 19, $85 


ORGANS pe trial, yoy a yg 4 


Ulustrated td all about oa war, 
ree. DANIEL F. BEATTY, Washington, N. J. 





Business, Pleasure, Men, Boys. 
CAXTON’S 
Self-Inking, only $14. 
COLUMBIAN RESSES, Seif- 
Inking, from $27 to $60; will dothe 
work of a $250 Press. Presses 
from $3 50. Stamp for catalogue, 
Curtis & Mitchell, 15 Federal St. 
Boston, Mass. Established 1847, 


THE BEREAN QUARTERLY 


is NEW, THOROUGH, PRACTICAL, 
CONCISE, Suggestive and Helpfal to 
both Teacher and Scholar. Its cost is 
only 7 cts.a quarter, or 25 cots.a year. 
Send SEVEN CENTS for a Specimen 
Phe and be convinced. a 
ELSON 


& PHILLIPS, Pabtishers, sed 
Rreadwav. Yew Vark 


ELL’S PATENT TEACHING CARDS. 


This wonderful invention enables the Foungent 
children to SPELLand READ AT SIGHT. Every 
Teacher and Mother having an interest in the educa- 
tion of the little folks should use them, as they com- 
bine instruction with amusement. Prospectus with 
testimonials from the leading clergymen and teachers 
forwarded on application. Price 25 cents per pack of 
26 Cards, or 5 packs for $1 —post-paid direct from_the 
inventor, GEORGE C. BELL, 178 Broadway, N. Y. 
Lady and Gentleman Agents wanted on Salary and 
Commission. 














{(Raaz’s Photo-Lithographed 
WALL MAP OF PALESTINE. 
Mounted on cloth and varnished, with rollers, 54 
inches high by 36. Price $3.00. This beautiful 
map is considered the 

Best Map of the Holy Land 


For the Sunday-school and the Library. Its plasti 
effect is surprising, almost that of a raised ~~ 
aarSend money by Post-office Order or in Regis- 
tered Letter. B. WESTERMANN & CO., 5% Broad- 
way, New York. 





1825. aé@ 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
.sURANCE COMPANY, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
INCORPORATED 1826. 


TR 


apital, $400,000.00. ~ - Assets, $1,665,717.20. 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
ws Q OPAwe Rarvetary 


JOHN L. THOMSON, Ass’t. Secretary. 





BEST GOODS 


AT LOWEST PRICES 








Iltus. Catalogues & Lectures. 3 Books, #5c. 
Crrcuars Free. Outrits WANTED. 

MAGIC MUSICAL 4 THEO. J. HARBACH, 
Bveryone a Musician, 809 Filbert St., Philad’a, Pa. 


MAGG MUSICAL CABINET. 


The Greatest Musical Invention 
of the Age! 


THIS NEW AND ¥% ONDERFUL INSTRUMEN'®, 
enables any one to play any desired meledy, sacred or 
secular, child can manipulate, execution is faultless, 
strict in melody, harmony, etc., suitable for Sunday- 
schools, Societies, Lodges, Home use, etc. In fact, 
wherever good music is required. Please send for 


Corse, 
5 COOLEY 


CORK 


CORSE 


COOL 





AND 





POROUS. 


The NOVELTY in this Corset consists in the use 
of Cork in pace of bone er horn, which makes it 


FIRM yet FLEXIBLE, in fact UNBREAKABLE. 
It moulds and adaptes itse fto every movement of 
| the body with such perfect ease as to insure the 
greatest comfort to the wearer. It has the universal 
support of the Medical Profession, and every Lady 


that has worn it decides that it is the most elegant 
article ever known. 

It is absolutely impossible to Break Down this 
Corset. IT WILL LAUNDRY PERFECTLY. 

Ask for the Serpentine Wire Corset CLASP, with 
side motion. Every pair warranted not to break. 


MARTIN I. COOLEY, 
451 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 





STAMMERERS and all interested, send for 
circulars, American Vocal Inst., 103 Waverly Place, 





known and used nearly all over the world. 


New York. 
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Sett Complete in Terry, $100. 
Sett Complete in Plush, $115. 
Made in solid black walnut and finished in the 


most elegant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to $500 

er sett, Pew cushions, 35 cts. to $1.25 per foot. 
Ehurch bey am: and Sunday School Furniture on 
hand of the latest and most approved patterns, or 
made to order at short notice. Photographs, with 
Price List, cent by mail if applied for. 


Paine's Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 


And 141 Friend Street, 


Boston, Mass. 
By Henry Wilson, comprising fVenite. Gloria in Ex- | 


ANT HoEEMs 
celsis, Benedictus (two settings), Deus, and Benedic 


OF THE | 

| 

CHURC FL | 

| 

Anima. The best Anthems ever published, | 
19 BEAUTIFUL | 
YMMN TUN | 

| 

| 

Selected from the Hymnal. The music composed and 


IN VARIOUS METRES, 
arranged by Joseph Mosenthal. Oblong quarto. Price, 


 GETZE'S 


| 
NEW METHOD FOR THE | 
PIANO-FORTE. 


Combines all the best features of every other work 
with much new and attractive matter. 
and best method for the Piano-Forte ever published. 
Price $2.75. 

SHEET MUSIC, PIANOS, ORGANS. 


sgt of the Boosey Cheap Music Publications. 
“Everything in the Musical line.” 


WM. A. POND & C@O., 547 Broadway, N. Y 


FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES. 


THE NATIONAL TEMPERANCE SOCIETY pub- 
lishes 80 volumes from the pens of first-class writers, 
suitable for a libraries. No story pub- 
lished uniess unanimously approved by the Publica- 
tion Committee of twelve members, representing differ- 
ent denominations of the church. The following are 
among the latest of these publications: 


The Curse of Mill Valley.... 
Ripley Parsonage... 
Sav 
Our Coffee Room.... 
Wealth and Wine...... 
Life Cruise of Captain Bess Adams... 
Esther Maxwell’s Mistake 
AS UE) OC aaa 
The Brook and the Tide Turning 

















-$ 
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POM BGO GIN BOR. .coccccccncncsccceccccccsscs 00 
RE ahnbsnkitiscnkanircconseasncasehpnbeins 00 
SERS dG bacdavdasdencenendveiacsnscusn 25 
ee RR ae 00 
Se nda nrscctcanccecescnenstenansasceus 50 
DE EE tints sn ckcinsacndoneniendicuncsgubun 13 
BIRO BOR OORT... ..ccacccconnnccescsocacsacesne= 1 50 
BEE, MEAGRONSES ATBWEP. <n... 226. ccccccccccnscnscoe= 12 
i a dals sen enomieeninonacibnieasl 12 
SU, TE vc senmctneineeenesaccieanas 50 
Fanny Percy’s Knight-Errant.-...-..-.--...-......-- 1 00 
The Wife’s Engagement Ring-------.----.-----.--. 1 2 
ST REE ied ane nasthscdnvercinesesstcovessons 1 23 
BS WM dca dksncciwanisescndseoscces 1 00 
inca ciaicbincetieatadsecusbnnsonessar et) 
The Best Feilow in the World 1235 
i  cananecacanech -100 
The Little Girl in Black_......-- 90 
At Lion’s Mouth................-- Re een 13 
tiie enkannnnasocennmwsencadizeons 100 
ad nan icici ov nncidiosauadnnnondnieod 60 
i nck cance baviinnaienesion 12 
Eva’s Engagement Ring-..............----------..-- 90 
PORN BIER aincin cndscesccosencecsbeuse » 2 
The Jeweled Serpent - 10 
The Hole in the . 1 00 
The Glass Cable.... -- 12 
ate to Drink... -- 150 
Fred’s Hard Fight...-.- aie 
John Bentley’s Mistake. - 
Work and Reward....- on. a 
The Dumb Traitor... on tt 
The Fatal Dower... -- & 
Humpty Dumpty... 1 25 
The White Rose-....- ao» LB 
TED: A Se itdinnncnetheneraneninniibyest ine 60 


SOLD BY ALL BOOK SELLERS. 


The Society also publish 550 varieties of publications 
upon every phase of the temperance question. Send 
for a cdtalogue. Address, 


J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade St.. New York. 


HOLIDAY PRESENTS. 


Tmbrellas <> and Canes. 


M. d A. HASSLER’S 
Manufactory, 634 Arch Street, Phila., 
Three doors below Seventh. 

Immense assortment of Silk, Regina, Alpaca, Zanil- 
la, and Scotch Gingham Umbrellas, with Pearl, Ivory, 
Walrus, Amber, and Natural Handles. Silk Umbrellas, 
$2.50, me $3.50, $5.00, and upwards. Extra Twilled 
Silk Umbrellas, $6.00, $7.00, $8.00, $9.00, and upwards, 
Gold, Ivory, Silver, Horn, and Natural Wood Canes. 
UMBRELLAS REPAIRED AND COVERED. 


95 ELEGANT CARDS, no two aime, with name, 
*? 10c,, postpaid) J BRB. HUSTED. Nassau, N. Y. 


50 Elegant Mixed Cards, with name 138c. 
Agent’s outfit, 0c. Seavy Bros., Northford,Ct, 


Sistine ee 











CANDY BY MAIL! 


HAT every one in the country may have an oppor- 
tunity to try Croft, Wilbur, & Co.’s famous Choco- 


late Caramels, the manufacturers will send them by 





mail to any one desiring them. They are put up in 
one-fourth pound boxes, and will be sent, postage 
paid, for twenty cents a box. By this plan any one can 
receive them in good shape, whether living in Maine, 


Florida, California, or Canada. Address; 








Is the newest | 


SSX™Ihagy 
CROFT, WILBUR, & CO.. 1226 Market St... Philadelphia. Pa. 





THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY, issued every three months, will be kept up toa higher 
standard than ever for 1878. While the editor of The Sunday School Times hasa close ov er- 
sight of all that is done in The Scholars’ Quarterly, he is assisted in its preparation by a fore . 
of skilled workers, including members of five denominations, rhe present circulation re) 
The Quarterly is 130,000 copies. This proves its popularity. Itis used by schools of all 
denominations in every state of the Union. The number for the second quarter of this year 

April, May, and June) will contain two colored maps, either one of which alone will be 
worth the price of the book. Will you not try The Quarterly in your class for a single quar- 
ter? For prices, see paragraph below. 





COST OF THE QUARTERLY. ManySu rintendents who at first thought — Seer 
too expensive for them have found no dif iculty in raising the money to supp An ; Le ae ~ 
for three or six months at a time. Its price is 25 cents a year, or $25 fora hunc - = i. 
year. Sent by mail without cost of postage to subscribers. Subscriptions —— . t — io 
six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three months, seven cents eac a a sl pry 
vour class would cost :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 85 ce mi _, om 
scholars, one year, $2.50; three months, 63 cents. If ordered by the year, they viniee — 
each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven cents for a specimen copy. © 
the oflice of The Sunday School Times. 


____ JOHN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 


The Primary Teacher. 


No. 1. 











Vol. I. 


JANUARY, 1878. 








Something New and Crand, 
But only for Primary ‘Teachers. 
Sixty-four 7 x 10 Pages. 

All for the Primary Teacher. 





Help the Primary Teacher all You Can. 


The Primary part of the Sabbath School is the foundation. 

The Primary department is the most important of all, yet it has been | 
neglected the most of any. 
If the Primary portion of the school is not well managed, the whole 
school, sooner or later, feels the effect of it. | 


THE PRIMARY TEACHER is a Quarterly Magazine, edited by 


Mrs. D. C. Cook. 


For the ensuing year it will have the assistance of the following well-known primary school writers: 


MRS. ALDEN (Pansy), of the Sabbath School Monthly; MRS. KNOX (Celia), of the S. S. World ; 
{| MRS. FOSTER (Faye Huntington), of the Herald and Presbyter. 
The magazine will be thoroughly practical and complete, containing in addition to carefully prepared lessons, 
articles on various subjects of interest to primary teachers. 


In each number is printed a new and complete quarterly CLASS RECORD, especially for primary teachers’ 
use, and Four Pieces of Music for primary class use. PRICE, 50 cents per year; club of four or more, 40 
cents per year. 

The January numbers for first quarter, 1878, is now ready. Sample copies sent free to any address on receipt 
of ten cents. Address, 


DAVID C. COOK, 


Publisher, 46 Madison St., Chicago. 














/ » 
THE PATENT NAPKIN HOLDER, 


Since its introduction, has met with an enthusiastic reception, and seems to meet a want 

long felt by every one, The parents buy it for their children, while gentlemen and ladies 

all over the country write, as soon as they receive and use the sample, that they “are 80 

much pleased with it, they want more for themselves and friends.” It holds a napkin or 

bib in place, so that the clothing is solvers proteetens They are made of the finest qualit y 

Wi of nickel silver, heavily plated with pure silver, and are connected with a heavy silk cord, 

\\ They are also used very successfully as a skirt supporter, fastening on anywhere, and with- 

out injury to the most delicate fabric, The cut is shown one-half size, while that of the boy 

illustrates the inethod of use. Price per dozen, $3.00 by mail, postage paid; ora sample one will be sent on re- 
ceipt of 25 cents. Specran Terms To Live Agents, Lapigs OR GENTLEMEN. Manufactured only by 


THE NEW ENGLAND PLATE COMPANY, New Haven, Conn, 


@ 3¥ Aj)s8000u Yr 





“The neatest thing I ever saw.” 


ajquy Sujuyp Asa. 

















2 7 7 ND HOLDER.-— Writes with water in letters of gold, silver, violet, blue, black, 
Vy peneuneus TEx ane. No ink required. | Samples by mail, l5c.; one dozen by mail, 75c. Magic 
Water Pens, any color desired, one dozen by mail, 25c.; per gross, reduced rates; two samples by mail, 10c, 
The Cornetto, the new Italian musical instrument; most wonc erful and amusing invention, Samples by mail, 
5c. Agents wanted, Latest novelties. Catalogue free. EMPIRE NOVELTY CO., 309 Broadway, New York! 


a OOK H-’EAB.—Ear Muffs, 25c.; Men’s lined 
Kid Gloves, 60c.; 1 Button White or Light col- 
ors, Kid Gloves, soiled. 30c. by mail, from 
J. D. CARLISLE, Pitisburgh, Pa. 
PULPIT HELPS 


SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


Moth, Blue and Gold, 40 eents copy. Address 
M a Box 58, Kinderhook, New York. 


Flowered, Diamond, Watered, Repp, Damask, 
etc Cards, no two alike, your name neatly 
printed on all, only i0c. STAR GO.. Northford, Ct. 


: sccm inst naa 


alike, with name, 10c. 


Rev. Irving A. Searies, Paw 
Paw. Mich. Sample 10 cents. 


FY wy paper, send to D. R. NIVER, Albany, 





Snowflake, Floral, Carrier Dove, Oriental, Morn- 
ing Glory, Eastlake, Scotch, etc.. Cards, no two 
Eagle Card Co., Northford, Ct. 





NEW YEAR CARDS, with name, 20c. 25 Extra 
Mixed, 10c, Geo, I, Reed & Co., Nassau, N. Y. 





R the Sunday School World and Leaves, send, to 
Fe R NIVER, Albany N. Y. 














EXTRA FINE MIXED CARDS, with name. 
40 ir cts. post-paid. 


L. JONES & OO.. Nassau, N. Y Sacramental Sabbaths. 





PUBLICATIONS. 





THE WORDLESS BOOK 


SALVATION SYMBOLIZED 
Single copy by mail, 10c. 10 copies 75c. 50, $38. 
HARRY ANGELL, 410 Fourth Ave, N. ¥. 


Case's Bible At 


Quarto Size Accurate, and up to the times. 16 Full 
Maps, with E enatory Noten, ome Index. Designed to 
Sunday Se Teachersand Scholars. Every Family needs 
it. ce ee Sent by mail on receipt of price. 

AGENTS WANTED in every Townshi 

owen Address O. D. Caan & Ca., 





Liberat 
Conn. 





BOYS AND GIRLS, Parents, 


FR FE Everybody send for samples and 
terms of the brightest, best, and 
cheapest youth's paper in the worid, 

THE HOMt COMPANION. 
75,000 homes welcome it. We want Agents every- 
where. S®* LENDID PREM?tUMS for Clubs, in- 
cluding Organs and Gold Watches. Address THE 

HOME COMPANION, 4 Bolivar St., Cleveland, O. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—comprising—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘ext Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Hymnal 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any address J. H, BUF- 
FORD’S SONS, Publishers of Novelties in Fine 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin St., Boston, Mass, 


PULPIT PAINTINGS. 


For Illustrated Sermons or other Meetings 
Rev. E. M. Long, for 20 years has been preaching and 








Cevelsgengs plan of Lilustrated Sermons in revi 
efforts, in 700 Churches and 22 States of the Union, has 


duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of 
Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, or revival 
services, and loans them for 10 per cent. of cost. 
Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 
list of churches now using them, revivals, ., sent for 
10cents. Photographs of Paintings also sent. Effec- 
tive in holding eye and ear, stirring the heart of young 
and old, and drawing in the outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N, 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also tor his 
“Tilustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors :’ 
Mlustrated Stationery for Religious Correspondence 
and Illustrated Letters, in script, for Pastors, Superin- 
tendents, &c., to send to children, filled with children’s 
heart experiences, 





The Youth’s Temperance Banner. 


The National Temperance Society and Publication 
House publish a beautifully illustrated Monthly 
Paper, especially adapted to children and youth, 
and Sunday School and Juvenile Temperance Or- 
ganizations. Each number contains several choice 
engravings, a piece of music, and a great variety of 
articles from the pens of the best writers for chil- 
dren in America. It should be placed in the hands 
of every child in the land. Terms—in advance—in- 
cluding postage, 








Single Copies, one year___.. — i | | 
a Copies to one address,.. 1 08 
Fifty. 6 75 
One Hundred, 18 00 





Address 
J. N. STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 
58 Reade Street, New York. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 
The Paragon of Holiday Books for Musical People. 


“The Great Tone Posts,” 


BEING SHORT MEMOIRS OF THE 
GREAT COMPOSERS. 
BY F. CROWEST. 


A valuable, convenient and beautiful work for 
musical readers; a perfect compendium of infor- 
mation concerning the mst eminent musicians 
and their works, e volume contains inspiring 
sketches of the following composers and their 
works: 

BACH, HANDEL, GLUCK, HAYDN, MOZART, 
BEETHOVEN, WEBER, ROSSINI, SCHUBERT, 











MENDELSSOHN and SHUMANN. 
Nothing cou'd be of greater service to the musi 
cal student than this elegant work. 
Bound in Cloth, $1.50. 
Sent, post-paid, upon receipt of price. Published by 
JOHN CHUROH & CoO., 


CINCINNATI, OHIO, 
And 805 Broadway, NEW YORK. 


Brainard’ Musical World 


FOR JANUARY, 1878. 


$1.50 per annum. 16 cents per number 

Each number contains 36 pages of choice new music 
and reading matter. The January number begins the 
fifteenth yearly volume and contains: 

‘OLLEEN AVARRA, 

An exquisite new song and chorus by Max Vernor. 

Sells for 35 cents. 
SWEET DREAMER. 

Beautiful song by Arthur 8. Sullivan. 
gem. Sells for 40 cents. 

FLY AWAY GALOP. 

By Charles Kinkel. Easy and pleasing. Sells for 
30 cents, 

PHANTOM FOOTSTEPS, 

Henry C. Work’s charming melody easiiy arranged 

for piano. Sells for 20 cents 
SONG OF THE ANGELS, 

By Gustave Lange. An elegant piano piece. 
for 50 cents. 

But all this choice music is included in the Musical 
World for January which sells for Only 15 cents. 
Sold by most newsdealers, or mailed, on receipt of 
price, by the publishers, 

For y Cents we wil) send the Musical World 
four months On Trial, or for $1.50 it will be sent one 
year post paid, together with our premium book of 216 
pages, ‘‘ Musica! Hints,” by Kar! Merz. 

ia” We desire an active agent in every town 
whom we offer liberal terms. 

aay” The trade supplied by the American News Co., 
New York, or Western News Co., Chicago. 

aa” Catalogues of sheet music and music books sent 
fi 


ree, 
8. BRAINARD’'S SONS, Publishers, Cleveland, O. 





A perfect 


Sells 


to 


R the International Monthly; and International 
Weekly Lesson ves, send to D. R. NIVER 
Albany, N. Y. 
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PUBLISHER’S DEPARTMENT. 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 





—— ee 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « «= «© $2.15 each, 
“« 15t0 20 * ees 1.90 * 
30 Copies and upwards, + 1.65 “ 


(Which inciades 15 cents for postage.) 

The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now ®2.15, the lowest pre at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subseriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 


Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the sare rave at which the ciub, as first formed, | 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions vo expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered. The new subecribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent, All addresses should include 


both county and state, 

Any person writing torenew eithera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known tothe publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 
papers have heretofore been sent. 

Subscribers wishing to introduce Tue Tiers to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


AUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is designed to supply superintendents 
with helps, in the fine of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
pummened monthly, and will be sent, op receipt of 
ts price, only to subscribers of Tur Times who are 
Pastors or Superwtendents (including in the latter 
class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such, 

In sending your renewal to The Superintendents’ 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 

ala for Tun Sunpay Scuoot Times, as given on the 

ellow address label on ‘Tne Times. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 


100 Copies, one month, 8 .60 
100 ss one year, - . 7.20 
Less than 100 copies at same rate. 


THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY. 





100 Copies, three months, - ~- 6.25 
100 “v one year, = = = 25.00 
Less than 100 copies at same rates. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make Fon bron for 
the same by a money order payable at Philadelphia, 
to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 
The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 3 shillings. 
The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year,  . 18. 6d. 

These raves include postage, which is prepaid at 
this office, ; 

Letters concerning Subscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to 

JOHN D. WATTLES, 
Publisher, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 





ASK YOUR GROCER FOR 





F. A. FERRIS & CO.’S 
UNRIVALLED TRADE-MARK HAMS 
AND BREAKFAST BACON, 


264, 266 & 268 MOTT STREET, NEW YORK. 





NONE GENUINE UNLESS REARING 
OUR PATENTED TRADE-MARK, 


Slight metalic seal, attached to the string, as in the out. 


IF COSTS YOU NOTHING 


To try our Organs, for we send them on ten days’ 
trial, and pay freight both waysif returned. Up- 


PRICE, $67.00. 
Always on hand at the Steam Organ Factory of 


ALLEGER, BOWLBY “ O0., Washington, N. J. 
WM. N. ATTWOOD & SON, 
Furnishing Undertakers, 


1216 RACE ST., PHILAD‘’A,. 
Hearse, Carriages, &c., furnished at the Shortest 
Notice. Personal attendance at any hour dur 

ing the Night or Day. W, James Arrwoop. 

















CHURCH FURNITURE. 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The geuumee TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a repu- 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding that 
of ali others. No agencies, P. O, address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y¥. 

MENEELY & CO. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 
Established in 1837. 
fuperior Bells of Copper and Tin, mounted 
with the best Rotary Hangings, for Churcheg 
Schools, Farma, Factories, Court-houses, Fire 
Alarms, Tower Clocks. etc. Pully Warranted, 
I}lustrated Catalogue sent Free, 
Vaypuzay & Tier, 102 F. 24 St., Cincinnati, 
— = 





v 


— 


~ MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. ¥ 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA. 
___ 4 illustrated Catalogues sent free. 











AGENTS WANTED. 


To Agents selling my 10 new articles 
chromos, watches, jewelry, etc. Send 
aise abies: for catalogue, R. Morris, Chicago, Il 
AGENTS WANTED FOR 
MOODY’S NEW SERMONS, 





Address and Prayers, 700 (octavo) pages. Price 
® 60. | H. 8. GOO PEED & 0O., New York or Cin- 
cinnati, VU. 





WORK FOR ALL 


In their own localities, gasine forthe Fireside 
Visitor, (enlarged,) Weekly an Monthly. Larg. 
est Paper in the World, with Mammot 
Chromos Free. Big Commissions to Agents. Terms 
and Outfit Free. Address P. O. ICKERY, 
Augusta, Maine. 





er BOOK AGENTS TAKE NOTICE! ~y 


JOSIAH ALLEN’S WIFE 


Has “‘ Wrote Another Book”’ and it is ready. 


SAMANTHA at the CENTENNIAL. 

Send for Territorv. Circulars, etc,, atonce. Address 

AMERICAN PUBLISHING CO., Hartford. Conn. 
Cincinnai, Ohio.; Chicago, Ill.; Newark, N. J. 





PRICES REDUCED. 


MASON & HAMLIN 


ORGAN CO. 


Have the pleasure of announcing that recent 
decrease in cost of material and labor, and increase 
in manufacturing facilities, have enabled them to 
make a reduction in their Catalogue prices of 
from to $50 on each Organ. (See Price List 
dated November, 1877. 

Organs of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of instruments of this class; 
having merited and received 
Highest Honors at all World’s Exhibitions for ten years. 

NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 
surpass previous productions in musical excel- 
lence and beauty of cases. Sold for cash, or 
installments; or rented until rent pays. Illus- 
trated Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (No- 
vember, 1877), sent free. 


MASON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO, 


164 Tremont St., BOSTON; 26 Union Sq., NEW YORK 
260 Wabash Ave., CHICAGO. 


NEW YORK 


And the East 


BY THE 


Bound Brook Route. 


For NEW YORK and TRENTON, 
leave North Pennsylvania Depot, Third and 
Berks Streets, at 7.30, 9.30, 11.30 A. M., 1.30, 
4.15, 5.380 P. M., and 12 midnight. 


LONG BRANCH, OCEAN GROVE, 
and | OCEAN BEACH, 7.30, 9.30.4. M., and 4.15 








Parlor Cars on 7.30, 9.30 A. M., and 
1.30 P. M., and Sleeping Cars on Midnight train. 


TICKET OFFICES, 434, 732 and 
1851 Chestnut Street, Berks Street Depot, and 
134 East Chelten Ave., Germantown. Senne 


: | collected and checked to destination by Mann's 
right, solid walnut Cases, 2 3-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. Express 7 


FRANCIS H. SAYLOR, 
General Manager. 


r, >GROLL SAWS, 


FANCY WOODS. 
DESIGNS, TOOLS &c&c.| 


ECK,Manur s Acent 





MARK TWAIN'S 
PATENT 


‘DELP-PASTING SCRAP BOOK 


a The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made, 
Each page is already 
gummed to receive 
your scraps. 





pe Book. 
ewspaper 
Pictorial 8 “ 

Prescription Book, 2 styles, $1.75 and $2.50. 


1 style, 40 cents each. 
Clippings, 14 styles, 65c, to $4.50, 
, B styles, $2.25, $3.50 and $5.00, 


Pocket Scrap Book, 2 styles, 15c. and 20¢. 

Any of the above books can be obtained through 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express pre- 
paid, on receipt of price, Send for a descriptive 
circular. 

SLOTE, WOODMAN, & CO., 


Bian Boox Manvuracrunzns, 
119 and 121 William Street,New York. 


New Publications. 








D. O. Mears. With two steel portraits of Dr. Kirk, 
and views of Mount Vernon Church and the Ameri- 
can Chapel at Paris. Sm. 8vo. Cloth, $3. 

This book will have a larger reading than that of 
admiring friends. Dr. Kirk made his impress on the 
age in which he lived, and thousands in this and other 
lands will avail themselves of this opportunity to know 
more intimately one who did so much for his fellow- 
men. ... Especially should it be found in all our Sab- 
bath School Libraries.—Cambridge Press. 

THE STORY OF CREATION. By S. M. Campbell, 

D.D. Illustrated. 12mo. Cloth, $1.75. 

From Rey, Dr. J. M. Manning, Old South Ch., Bos- 
ton: “ Having taken it up, I kept to it till the whole 
was read. It ought to find multitudes of purchasers,” 
SLICES OF MOTHER GOOSE. 

Illustrated by “ Champ.” 
boards, $1.25. 

*,.* New and bright versions of fourteen of the most 
popular Mother Goose rhymes, with exquisite humor- 
ous illustrations in silhouette and otherwise. Text 
printed in red, on plate paper. 


By Alice Parkman. 
In envelope, 75 cents, 


By Mrs. Lizzie W. Champney. Over a hundred illus- 
trations and striking cover designs, by “ Champ.” 
Small 4to. Cloth, $1.50, 

THE CEDARS. More or Child Life. By Ellis Gray. 
Vol. Il. of the Long Ago Series. Illustrated. Sq. 
lémo. Cloth. $1.25. 

ONE HAPPY WINTER. By Mrs. 8. S. Robbins, 
author of the‘ Win and Wear Series.” Llustrated. 
1l6mo. Cloth. $1.25. 

*,*A young giri’s story of a winter in Florida. 

REAL BOYS AND GIRLS. By. Mary C. Bartlett. 
Illustrated. 16mo. Cloth. $1. 

At all Booksellers, or sent, postpaid, on receipt of 
price, by the Publishers. 


LOCKWOOD, BROOKS & CO., Boston. 





NORWICH LINE 
FOR 


Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON. 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 
City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 


Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


Cityof New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 

Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 Pp. m. 

Convecting with Express Trains at New London 
via New York and New England Railroad for 
Blackstone and Boston and via Worcester for 
Fitchburg, Ayer Junction. Lowell, Lawrence, 
Nashua, Manchester, Concord, ete. 

Express Train for Boston leaves New London 
at4 a. M. 

PORTLAND EXPRESS leaves New London at 
4 a.m. for Worcester and all points North. arriving 
in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p.m ,and Bangor at 7.00 P m. 

Accommodation Train leaves New London at 
5a.™., for all stations on New London Northern, 
Central Vermont, Norwich and Worcester, and 
New York and New England Kailroads 

FREIGHT. The new and capacions freight and 
passenger (iron) steamer Clty of Lawrence will run 
in connection with steamer City of Boston, and 
steamer City of Norwich, in connection with 
steamer City of New York, leaving daily, Sundays 
excepted. 

4@ Shippers can rely on dispatch and lowest 
rates. 


For further information inquire ot 


W. H. TURNER, Agent, 
Pier 40, North River, a: t. 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE, 


Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS, Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
eut to dimension and Vessels furnished. Also 
dressed seasoned Lumber, Wainscoting, Mould- 
ings. ete., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
ngs 





Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WAULING, 106 WALL STREET. New York. 


DR. WARNER'S 

HEALTH CORSET, 
With skirt porte and self-adjust- 
ing pads, ne 
style, and comfor 
eet physicians. For sale by leading mer- 

E4 chants. Samples, any size, by mail, 
In Satteen, $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
Ying Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 


$3.00. 
J WARNER BROS., 351 Broadway, N. Y. 






Fancy Cards, Snowflake, Damask, etc., no 2 alike 
With name, i0c, Nassau ‘Card Co.,.Nassau N Y¥ 
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ALL AROUND A PALETTE. Children’s Art Series, | 











WORTH REPEATING. 


DAILY STRIVING. 


{From The Sunday at Home.] 


Wait not for some great cross to show 
How much with patience thou canst bear; 
Trv now thy strength in bending low 
To take the cross of daily care; 
It may seem poor and smail instead, 
But it may yet more needful be 
To train thee first of all, to tread 
The path of true humility. 


QUARTUS A BROTHER. 


[By Alexander Maclaren, D.D.] 





I am afraid very few of us read often, or 
with much interest, those long lists of 
names at the end of Paul’s letters. And 
yet there are plenty of lessons in them if 
anybody will look at them lovingly and 
carefully. There does not seem much in 
these three words; but I am very much 
mistaken if they will not prove to be full of 


| beauty and pathos, and to open out intoa 
LIFE OF EDWARD NORRIS KIRK, D.D. By Rev. | , 


wonderful revelation of what Christianity 
is and does, as soon as we try to freshen 
them up into some kind of human interest. 


It is easy for us to make a little picture 
of this brother Quartus. He is evidently 
an entire stranger to the church in Rome. 
They had never heard his name before: 
none of them knew anything about him, 
Further, he is evidently a man of no espe- 
cial reputation or position in the church 
at Corinth, from which Paul writes. He 
contrasts strikingly with the others who 
send salutations to Rome. “Timotheus, 
my work-fellow”—the companion and 
helper of the apostle, whose name was 
known everywhere among the churches, 
heads the list. Then come other promi- 
nent men of his more immediate circle. 
Then foliows a loving greeting from Paul’s 
amanuensis, who, naturally, as the pen is 
in his own hand, says: “I Tertius, who 
wrote this Epistle, salute you in the Lord.” 
Then Paul begins again to dictate, and the 
list.2uns on. Next comes a message from 
“Gaius mine host, and of the wholechurch,” 
—an influential man in the community, 
apparently rich, and willing, as well as 
able, to extend to them large and loving 
hospitality. Erastus, the chamberlain or 
treasurer of the city, follows; a man of 
consequence in Corinth. And then, among 
all these people of mark, comes the modest, 
quiet Quartus. He has no wealth like 
Gaius, nor civil position like Erastus, nor 
wide reputation Fike Timothy. He is oniy 
a good, simple, unknown Christian. He 
feels a spring of love open in his heart to 
these brethren far across the sea, whom he 
never met. He would like them to know 
that he thought lovingly of them, and to 
be lovingly thought of by them. So he 
begs a little corner in Paul’s letter, and gets 
it; and there, in his little niche, like some 
statue of a forgotten saint, scarce seen 
amidst the glories of a great cathedral, 
“ Quartus a brother” stands to all time. 

{t reminds us that the very notion of 
humanity, and of the brotherhood of man, 
is purely Christian. A world-embracing 
society, held together by love, was not 
dreamt of before the gospel came; and since 
the gospel came it is more than a dream. 
If you wrench away the idea from its foun- 
dation, as people do who talk about fra- 
ternity, and seek to bring it to pasa with- 
out Christ, it is a mere piece otf Utopian 
sentiment—a fine dream. But in Chris- 
tianity it worked. It works imperfectly 
enough, God knows. Still there is some 
reality in it, and some power. : The gospel 
frst of all produced the thing and the prac- 
tice, and then the theory came afterwards. 
The church did not talk much about the 
brotherhood of man, or the unity of the 
race; but simply ignored all distinctions, 
and gathered into the fold the slave and his 
master, the Roman and his subject, fair- 
haired Goths and swarthy Arabians, the 
worshipers of Odin and of Zeus, the Jew 
and the Gentile. That actual unity, utterly 
irrespective of all distinctions, which came 





ualed for beauty, | 
~) Approved by all | 


| naturally in the train of the gospel, was the 
first attempt to realize the oneness of the 
race, and first taught the world that all 
men were brethren. 


Let me suggest another thing. Quartus 
| was a Corinthian. The Corinthian Church 
was remarkable for its quarrelings and dis- 
sensions. One “said, I am of Paul, and 
another, lof Apollos, and I of Cephas, and 
I of Christ.” I wonder if ovr friend Quar- 
tus belonged to any ot these parties, ‘here 
| is nothing more likely than that he hed « 
| much warmer giow of Christian love to the 
brethren over there in Rome than to those 
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who sat on the same bench with him in the 
upper room at Corinth. For you know 
that sometimes it is true about people, as 
well as about scenery, that “distance lends 
enchantment to the view.” A great nny 
of us have much keener sympathies wi! 
“brethren ’ who are well out of our reach, 
and whose peculiarities do not jar against 
ours, than those who ere nearest. I donot 
say Quartus was one of these, but he may 
very well have been one of the wrangiers 
in Corinth who found it much easier to love 
his brother whom he had not seen than his 
brother whom he had seen. So take the 
hint, if you need it. Do not let your Chris- 
tian love go wandering away abroad only, 
but keep some for home consumption. 

Again, how simply, and with what un- 
conscious beauty, the deep reason for our 
Christian unity is given in that one word 
a “Brother.” As if he had said, “ Never 
mind telling them anything about what | 
am, what plsce I hold, or what Ido. Tell 
them I am a brother, that will be enough 
[t is the only name by which I care to be 
known; it is the name which explains my 
love to them.” 

We are brethren because we are sons of 
one Father. So that favorite name, by 
which the early Christians knew each other, 
rested upon and proclaimed the deep truth 
that they knew themselves to be all par- 
takers of a common life derived from one 
Parent. When they said they were breth- 
ren, they implied, “ We have been born 
again by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever.” The great Christian 
truth of regeneration, the communication 
of a divine life from God the Father, 
through Christ the Son, by the Holy Spint, 
is the foundation of Christian brotherhood. 
So the name is no mere piece of effusive 
sentiment, but expresses a profound fect. 
To as many as received him, to them gave 
he power to become “the sons of God,” 
and therein to become the brethren of all 
his sons, 

Another remark is, how strangely and 
unwittingly this good man has got himself 
an immortality by that passing thought of 
his. One loving message has won for him 
the prize for which men have joyfully 
given life itself,—an eternal place in his- 
tory. Wheresoever the gozpel is preached, 
there also shall this be told as a memorial 
of him. How much surprised he would 
have been if, as he leaned forward to Ter- 
tius hurrying to end his task, and said, 
“Send my love too,” anybody had told 
him that that one act of his would last as 
long as the world, and his name be known 
forever! And how much ashamed some of 
the other people in the New Testament 
would have beenif they had known that 
their passing faults—the quarrel of Euodia 
and Syntyche for instance—were to be 
gibbeted forever in the same fashion! 
How careful they would have been, and we 
would be of our behavior if we knew that 
it was to be pounced down upon and made 
immortal in that style! Suppose you were 
to be told your thoughts and acts to- 
morrow at twelve o'clock would be recorded 
for all the world to read you would be 
pretty careful how you behaved) Whena 
spe: ker sees the reporters in front of him, 
he weighs his words 

Well, Quartus’ little message is written 
down here, and the world knows it. All 
our words and works are getting put down 
in anotber Book up there, and it is going 
to be read out one day. It does seem won- 
derful that you and | should live as we do, 
knowing all the while that God is record- 
ing itall. If we are not ashamed to do 
things, and let him note them “on his 
tablets, that they may be for the time to 
come, for ever and ever,” it is strange that 
we should be more careful to attitudinize 
and pose ourselves before one another than 
before him. Let us then keep ever in 
mind “ those pure eyes and perfect witness 
of” the “all-judging” God. The eternal 
record of this little message is only a sym- 
bol of the eternal life and eternal record of 
all our transient and trivial thoughts and 
deeds before him. Let us live so that 
each act, if recorded, would shine with some 
modest ray of true light like brother 
Quartus’ greeting. And let us seek that, 
like him,—all else about us being forgotten, 
position, talents, wealth, buried in the 
dust,—we may be remembered, if we are 
remembered at all, by such a biography as 
is condensed into these three words. Who 
would not wish to have such an epitaph as 
this? who would not wish to be embalmed, 
80 to speak, in such a record? A sweet 
late to live for ever in the world’s memory 
by three words which tell his name, his 
Christianity, and his brotherly love. So 
lar as we are remembered at all, may the 
lke be our life’s history and our epitaph | 





J. ESTEY & 


COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Front View. 


No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 
+ Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


Illustrated Catalogue sent free. 
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= ICTOR in all great contests, and for 

, the past Fifty-Three Years 
the Acknowledged Standard of the World— 
being copied not only by the makers of this 
country, but of Europe—will be offered during 
the present conditions of trade at 


Creatly Reduced 
Prices. 


were granted our Pianos in the GREAT WORLD'S FAIR in LON- 
DON, 1851: at the GREAT EXPOSITION in PARIS, 1867; 


at the 


INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION in CHILI, 1875; and at the grand CENTENNIAL EXHIBITION in 


PHILADELPHIA, 1876 


All persons wishing to purchase (or examine) instruments are respectfully invited to visit our warerooms. 


| 


CHICKERING & SONS, 
Chickering Hall, 
Fifth Ave., cor, 18th St., 
New York City.| 


W. H. DUTTON & SON, 
1301 Chestnut St., 
Philadelphia. 


P.S.—A Written Guarantee—FOR FIVE YEARS—given with every Piano. 


We will send 
free to all ap- 


TO ADVERTISERS! 2! 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


AYER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. 160 8vo.pp, More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousand 
newspapers in the Uni States and Canada, and 
contains more information of valne to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. Al) lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in newspaper 
advertising. Address N. W. AYE & SON, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadeiphia. 


REDUCTION IN PRICES OF 
ORGANS AND PIANOS, 


Organs—2 stops, $48; 6 stops, $60; 9 stops, $65; 
Pianos—7 octaves, $175; 744 octaves, $190. Ali in- 
struments new, and warrantrd for five 
years. Sent on 5 to li days’ test trial, Unprecedented 
offer. Illustrated catalogue and full particulars 
free. Address 

CORNISH & CO., Washington, N. J. 





UB MUFF AND BOA for Miss, $1.00; Men’s 
Fancy Sleeve Buttons, #5c.; Ladies’ Merino 
shirts, 60e ; Pat. Bust Health Corsets, $1.25; Men’s 
Cashmere Mufflers, 50c.,75¢c.,$1.00 Helen’s Babies 
Box ot Miniature Paperand Envelopes, 25c.; Ladies’ 
Fancy Cutts and Collars (soved), 20c. by mail, from 


5. D. CARLISLE, Fittsbargh, Pa. _ 





& FORA Our New Forty-Page Illustrated Watch and 

S Jewelry Catalogue we send everybody Free. 

y GOLD : all 
PENCIL 

8 TOOTH PICK .CRONEGH & CO., 201 Market St., Phila. Pa 


HAWKES GOLD QUILL 
PEN, Send stamp for cir- 
culars, Pens repaired, 50c. 








66 Nassau OL, A. 





FS The Sunday School Times, Scholars’ Quar- 
terly and Weekly Leaves, send to D. R. NIVER 





Albany, N. Y. 








tanaee ———sOnOLL SAWS, 


9 With Jig and Circular Saw At- 
tachments; Tool Chests, with Best Tools: 
Sorrento Saws, Tools, Wood and Designs. 


SKATES, 2:82:52" 


me, American 
At Factory Prices. 


Club, ete., ete. 
TALLMAN & McFADDEN, 607 Market St. 





Cataloques Free. 





Phila, 









COX AND SONS, LONDON, 
13 BIBLE HOUSE, ASTOR PLACE, NEW YORK. 


Branch Depot, 12 West St., Bo+ten, 
ART WORK IN WOOD, STONE, METAL, TILES 
AND STALNEW GLASS. 
Christmas Decorations for Church and Domestic 
Use. now on exhibition, 
Stiffs’ Plain and Decorated Lambeth Ware 
List of Catalogues on application. 








Keepacut Cold, Wind & Dust. Stops narriine. 
No Mouldings. No Waste. ANY UNE CAN APPLY 
17. Costs less than one-halfof any other kind, and 
ishetter. Sample package 25 feet 75 cts. , post paid. 
Bert selling article jor canvaesers, rnale or female, 
Address FLEXIBLE WEATHER STRIP CO., 

P. O. Box 2045. 17 Dey St., New York, 


LARGE MIXED CARDS, with name, 13c. 40 
in case, 13c. 26 styles Acquaintance Cards, 10c, 
Ag’ts outfit, 10e. DOWD &CoO., Bristol, Conn. 


BROW NES 
FLEXIBLE 
WEATHER 
& DUST 
STRIP .* 














SACRAMENTAL SABBATHBS, Ten cents per copy: 
Mailed free. Address M. E., Box 53, Kinderhoo 
New Vork 





_~ Primary Teachers’ Monthly and Pictorial 
imary Lesson Leaves, send to D. R. NIVE 
Albany, N. Y. a 


Ai) MIXED CAR with name, for 10c. and 


9) Stamp, agence outfit, 10¢c, 
ATWATER BROS,, Forestville, Conn, 
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PUBLICATIONS, 





NOW READY 


NOTES for BIBLE READINGS. 


Edited by 8. R. Briggs and J. H. Eliott. 
With introductory chapters by D. W. Whittle. 


BIBLE READINGS : 


“HOW TO PREPARE AND HOW TO GIVE.” 


The Rev, Lyman Abbott, D.D.,on “ How to Study 
the Bible.” 
The Rev. James H. Brookes, D.D., on “ How to Study 





the Bible,” and “ The Bible with Christian Workers,” 

The Rey, Stuart Robinson, D.D., on “ How to Study 
the Bible.” 

The Rev. J. W. Erdman, on “The Study of the 
Word,” 

The Rev, A. Somerville, on “* The Bible.” 


The Rey. J. H. Vincent, D.D., on “ Bibie Reading.” 
AND 
OVER 000 BIBLE REA PINGS AND BIBLE 
s TUDIES, 

By D. L. Moody, D. W. Whittle, the Rey. James FH, 
Brookes, D.D., the Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.D., the Rev. 
J. H. Castle, D.D., Henry R. (2). Morgan, 
Geo. Muller, Miss Macpherson. Mrs. Stephen Menz 
the Revs. J, H. Vincent, D.D.,'1P. W. Handford, John 
Potts, J. A, R. Dickson, W. J. Erdman, Charles M, 
Whittlesey, E. P. Gardiner, Robert Cameron, H. M. 
i 4 - 
J 


Moorhouse, 


es, 





~arsons, Geo. A. Hall, W. 8S. Rainsford, B.A., B. F. 
Jacobs, Charles Cullis, M.D., R. R. McBurney, Dr. 
» W. Munhall, W. Reynolds, J. W. Dean, R. H. Orr, 
1. W. Brown, Col. Burton, and many others; with 
hapters ou 


THE USE OF THE BIBLE IN THE INQUI&LY 
ROOM, 


I 
f 


* Bible Study.” by an English Writer. 

* Bible Marking,” by the Rev. Lyman Abbott, D.!). 
And several other articles, all bearing on Bible Read- 
ing, Bible Study, Bible Marking, etc. 

The aim has been to collect and prepare such matter 
as would prove suggestive and awaken further study 
and research into the word, 

It is believed that this book, which contains Bible 
Readings by sume ofthe ablest Bibie Students of this 
age,and many never before pubiished, will prove a 
very valuable aid to Pastors, Sunday-school Teachers, 
Bible Students, and other Christian Workers, and all 
who desire to search the Scriptures, 

Complete alphabetical index. Demy 8vo, 256 pages, 
with 32 additional blank leaves ruled for notes. 
PRICE, PAPER COVERS, 60c.. CLOTH LIMP, 80c.; 

EXTRA CLOTH, $1. 


N. B.—All profits arising from the sale of this b ok 
will be devoted to the Toronto Willard Tract Society's 
Fund for Free Distribution. 


Toronto Willard Tract Depository, 
SHAFTESBURY HALL, TORONTO. 
Sent by mail on receipt of price. 
May be had of Willard Tract Devository. Bostor, 
New York, Philade pre; F. H. Revell, Madison St., 


Chicago; and J. H. Eljiott, Secretary of Y. M. C. A., 
Augusta, Ga. 





JUST PUBLISHED, 


Sunshine of song, 


A bright and sunny collection of New Songs, Ballads 
and Songs with Choruses, and with Piano or Reed 
Organ ace’t. A book quite American in character, 
with our own popular composers, and the class of songs 
that are the greatest favorites, 

Uniform in style, binding and price with the “ World 
of Song,” “Gems of English Song,” and others of the 
“ Library” series, and costs in Boards, $2.50; Cloth, 
$3.00 Fine Gilt, $4.00, 





THE 


Cluster of Gems. 


This is a valnable collection of pieces of a somewhrt 
advanced character as to difficulty, and is suited to the 
tastes of advanced players. There are 239 pages Shect 
Music size, and the pieces. which average about 5 pags 
each, are by Leybach, Spindler, Von Bulow, Lichne, 
Rubenstein, Ascher, Oesten, and other celebrities, Un - 
form in style, price, and binding with the “ Sunshine’ 
described above, and with the 27 other books of the 
famous “ Library” series. 

In Boards, $2.50 ; Cloth, $8.00; Fine Gilt, $4.00, 

For sale at all the principal music stores. Will also 
be mailed, post free, to any address, for the retail price. 
Change may be sent in postage stamps. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 


C. H. DITSON & CO. J: B. DITSON &@ CO, 
843 Broadway, ¥22 Chestnut treet, 
New York. Philadelpnia 






CROW ELL’s 
Sunday-Schvol Libraries 








No, 1. 80 Vois. 18mo. $10 00, 
No.2 15 Vols. 16mo 12 50. 
No.8 15 Vols. 16mo. 12 6. 





The liberal reduction from former prices, on 
these beautiful and interesting series has created 
a larger demand for them than for any other cheap 
libraries yet offered, and Sunday-schools about to 
increase their library will do well to examine before 
completing their selection. Send for our complete 
catalogue, 

CROWELL, 744 BROADWAY, NEW YORE. 


PER CENT. NE 
4 el T. 
Kansas, Missouri and lowa Improved Farm 
First Mortgage Coupon Bonds Guaranteed. 
We guarantee, as an assurance, that we loan not to 
exceed one third of the actual yalue. In over six 
years’ business never lost a dollar; never delayed a 
day on interest or principal; no investor through us 
ever did or ever will get an acre of land, Send for 
particulars and references, 


J. B. WATHINS & CO., 


Lawrence, Kan., or RENRY DICKINSON, Manager, 
7S Broadway. New York 


BABY SOAP. 


Trade-mark registered Sept. 26, 76 
Made of choice materiais, and per 
fumed with mild and agreeable 
tilled from flowers. It ig 
y prepared, and of snfficient 
strength for a Ladies’ Toi 
let or Nursery Soap. Made only by 
Rowinson Bros. & Co. Boston. ~ 





Sacramental Sabbaths. 








Sees: 


po 


“SR 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 





{January 26, 1878. 








LANGE ON CHRONICLES. 


—_— 


The Best Commentary 


FOR THE USE OF 


Sunday-School Teachers 


ENGAGED ON THE 


UNIFORM SERIES OF 8. 8. LESSONS. 





THE VOLUME OF 


LANGES COMMENTARY 


CHRONICLES, NEHEMIAH, 
EZRA, and ESTHER. 
1 vol., Royal 8vo, cloth $5 








Will be sent, post or express paid, on re- 
ceipt of the price, by the Publishers, 


SCRIBNER, ARMSTRONG & CO., 
743 and 745 Broadway, New York 


THE BAPTIST THACHER, 


—FOR— 


Sunday-School Workers and Families. 








P. 8s. HENSON, D.D., - 2 S&S Editor. 


The Teacher is issued monthly, and has sixteen 
pages of matter adapted to 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORKERS. 


It contains Editorials, Original Communications, and 
Careful Exposition of the International Lessons 
for Advanced and Primary Classes. 


The Lessons tor advanced classes by G. D. B. Pepper, 
D.D. Primary classes by Mrs. M. G. Kennedy. 


TERMS: 75 Cents Single Copy for One 
Year, Post-paid. 

50 Cents in Clubs of 10 and upwards to 
one address; Postage, 3 cents per copy, 


Sample Copies will be sent free on application. 





OPINIONS. 


THE NATIONAL BAPTIST.—The Baptist Teacher 
has been a success from the start. The very able edi- 
torship of Dr. Henson, the elucidation of the lessons 
by Dr. pooper, Abbott, and Lincoln, and Mrs. Ken- 
nedy, with the rich and varied contributions of Sunday- 
school laborers all over the country, have placed it 
without a rival. 

WATCHMAN,—If any one wil! show us a paper for 
teachers more wide awake, more breezy, more helpful 
to the student of the Lesson, than The Baptist Teacher, 
he will show us something which we have not been 
able to find. We always read it through; the editori- 
als areS irresistible; for mingled wisdom and wit they 
have not their equals in any similar journal. 

ZION’s ADVOGATE.—The Baptist Teacher is made 
up of the best articles on the management of Sunday- 
schools, and contains carefully prepared ‘Expositions 
of the International Sunday-school Lessona. It is the 
spicest teacher’s paper published anywhere, and js full 
of good thin stimulative and instructive, for live 
Su 


jay-schoo orkers, 

CHRISTIAN SECRETARY.—The Baptist Teacher 
with Dr. Pepper's notes on the Lessons and Dr. Hen- 
son’s sprightly editorials is widely popular. 

DR. 5. BOYKIN, in Aind Words.—We cheerfully 
recommend The eer Teacher. Itis cheap, sound, 
and excellent, and it is a Baptist periodical. 

THE TELEPHONE, W. Va.—There is no paper that 
we read with more interest than this excellent Sunday- 
school monthly. The editorials are always full of pith 
and point, e leading editorial of any number of 
this paper is richly worth the yearly subscription 
peveey are cents), and as a help to all engaged in the 

junday-school work it is invaluable. 

J. H. THOMPSON, Superintendent, Ottawa, Ont. : 
We treasure The Teacher beyond measure, 

J. A. CLEMENTS, Talbottom, Ga.: We are much 
pleased with The Teacher. 

T. W. HUNT, Wickford, R. L: 
Teacher deserves a lar 
ought to be in the han 
afford to be without it. 


The Baptist 
circulation ; it is a paper that 
of every teacher—not one can 


3. T. HARRIS, Winchester, Va., says: Your 
Teacher and Lessons have been a great advantage to us. 
W. G. BURBANK, Pelican Lake, Minn.: | think 


The Baptist Teacher is one of the best papers in the 
United States for Sunday-school workers, Not only 
for the worker in the Sunday-school, but a help to 
ministers, ‘ 

J. L. GAMBLE pastor M. E. Church, Deposit, N. 
Y., in ordering The Baptist Teacher for 1878, says: I 
was a subscriber for this journal some years ago. It 
was then as goodas the best; and a specimen copy 
now shows me that it is invaluable still. 


Amecican Baptist Publication Society, 


B. Griffith, Sec’y. 1420 Chestnut St., Phila. 
2 Tremont Temple, Boston ; 
76 Bast Ninth Street, New York; 
71 Randolph Street, Chicago ; 
209 North Sixth Street, St. Louis. 


LIGHT ON THE LESSON; 
A new paper for Intermediate Classes; explana- 
tions for the scholars. One copy one month, three 
cents; one year, twenty-five cents. Ten copies and 
over, each thirteen cents a year, 
EUGENE R, SMITH, Publisher, 70 Bible House, 
New York. 


BEHAVING; 
PAPERS ON CHILUREN’S E1IQUETE, 


$1.00. 
Beston: D. Lothrop & Co., Pubiishers, 


OR, 





PHOTOGRAPHIC APPARATUS. 
Latest invention ; anybody can operate it with 
fect success. Complete outfits from $5 to 
Cnsgme-s botegranyy outfits, $8; Helio- 
ee ee. Send stamp, for full information, to E. 
ann & Co., Manu urers, 278 Pearl St., N. Y. 


ay aN 





25 Cardinal, Navy-Blue, and Seal-Brown Cards, 
with name in gold, 20c. Hull & Co.,Hudson, N.Y 


sT. NICHOLAS. 
SCRIBNER’S ILLUSTRATED MAGAZINE 


FoR 
GIRLS AND BOYS. 
FEBRUARY NUMBER NOW READY. 


The Lonpow AcapmmMy, of December 22, ‘1877, 
says: “ In St. NIcHOLAS we welcome the best stam: 
of juvenile literature that we have yet seen... . 
have no hesitation in saving that both in the letter- 
ieee in the pictures this American magazine has 

In St. Nrononas for December, the Grand 
Christmas Number, was begun a charming 
new 
SERIAL STORY BY MISS ALCOTT, 
“Under the Lilacs,” illustrated by Mary 
HA..ook Foote, to continue during the year. 
This same Christmas number, of which one 
hundred thousand copies were printed, con- 
tained the opening chapters of 
A * ROBINSON CRUSOE”? STORY 
for boys, “ Tower-Mountain,” sf Gustavus 
FRANKENSTEIN, also poems by LonereLLow 


zine ever issued. 
The NEW YORK TRIBUNE says: 
“ Sr, Nicnoias has a list of contributors 
such as no other child’s magazine, or few pub- 
lications of any sort, in the world, can boast. 


required for them, and Sr. Nicnonas has 
reached a higher platform, and commands for 
this service wider resources in art and letters, 
than any of its predecessors or contempo- 
raries.”” 


ST. NICHOLAS FOR 1878 


will have a short serial story by the author of 
“The Schonberg-Cotta Fam- 
ily; °? and Taree SpLenprp Serrats ror 
Boys, one of which, “ Drirrep ryto Porr,” 


begin in March. ** Around the World 
in a Yacht, Boys!” has been prom- 
ised by a brilliant writer, now on the actual 
tour of the world in his own yacht. There 
will be contributions bya daughter of 
the famous Peter Parley, and a 
Letter to Young Americans by 
GEORGE MACDONALD. 

The 
papers, by various authors, will tell HOW 
to bind your own books; HOW they mine 
coal; HOW to enjoy yourselves at home; 
HOW to be an agreeable guest; HOW to 
entertain company ; HOW tobe acarpenter ; 
HOW to make an iceboat; HOW to build a 
house; HOW India rubber is gathered; HOW 
matches are made; HOW to be a Parlor 
Magician; HOW money is made; HOW mack- 
erel are caught; HOW they laid the Atlantic 
cable ; HOW they minein California; HOW 


be also aseries of storiesandsketches of For- 
eign Life, 

TRAVEL AND ADVENTURE, 
such as “Old Nicolai” (a Russian story), ‘‘ A 
Day among the Welsh Castles,” ‘ Easter in 
Germany,” “ The Indians of the Amazon,” 
“ How Kitty was lost in a Turkish Bazaar,” 
“Master Montezuma” (a Mexican story), 
“Hansa, the Lapp Maiden,” and many 
others. 

* Jack-in-the-Pulpit,” “ Young Contribu- 
tors’ Department,” ‘ Letter-box,” “ Riddie- 
Box,” and “ For Very Little Folks,” will be 
continued. 


A NEW OFFER! 
NovEMBER AND DECEMBER, 1877, NumBERS 
FREE to all new subscribers for the year 1878. 
Subscribe with the nearest BooksELLER or 
NEWSDEALER. 

Subscription Price, $3.00 a Year, post- 
age paid. Single copi 25 ts each. 
SCRIBNER & CO., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 








DRY GOODS 


BY MAIL OR EXPRESS, 
Sent to any address in any part of the United States by 
JORDAN, MARSH & CO., 
of Boston, Mass., the largest Dry Goods House in New 
Engiand. By dealing with this house the »ple in 
the towns of the Middle, Western, and uthern 
States can get the benefit of the lowest retail prices 
quoted in ston or New York. An elegant CATA- 
OGUE, with full deseription of the goods and prices, 
wi'l be sent free to any address on application. People 
who desire to purchase hosiery, gloves, millinery, 
ladies’ underwear, infants’ clothing, boys’ clothing, 
housekeeping goods, ribbons, handkerchiefs, collars, 
cuffs, laces, fringes, embroidery, woolens, dress goods, 
silks, shawls, furs, cloaks, suits, etc., etc., and wish to 
save money and get the advaatage of selection from an 
immense stock, should send for this CATALOGUE. 
JORDAN, MARSH, & CO. 


Boston, Mass., U. S. A. 


The“ EAGLE CLAW,” 


The best Trap in the World 
for catching 
mals, andall manner of Game. 
One bait will catch thirty fish, and no 
handling is required to free them from 
. ing fish, small 


Address, 














r) 'T & CO., Sole Mani 
Wa 


they work in the tea-country, etc. There will | 


and Bryant, a portrait of Miss Alcott, half | 
a dozen short stories, pictures, poems, etc. | nies <n Por agmagaaaen 
It is the handsomest number of a child's maga- ' 


It has caused the best writers in America to | 
turn their attention to the task of giving | 
delight and imparting culture to children. In | 
the avalanche of immoral literature that | North Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
threatens the children, some strong, vitally | 
wholesome, and really attractive magazine is | Lehigh Valley Railroad Company first 


Besides the Serra Stortres above announced, | 


by Epwiy Hopper, an English writer, will | united Companies of New Jersey consoli- 


“HOW” Series of instructive | 


Fifty-Second Annual Statement 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Fire Insurance Co, 


OF PHILADELPHIA. 
OFFICE, No. 510 WALNUT STREET. 





Bonds and Mortgages, being all first mort- 













W/ANAMAKER’S 
Grand=Depot. 


——COMPRISING— 


TWENTY STORES IN ONE, 


All on one Grand Floor. 


a@-THE STOCK IS IMMENSE,-@a 
And the prices are Lower than anywhere else. 





SILKS, 
DRESSGOODS, | and everything that a lady wants. 
SHAWLS, | 


























Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Com- 


gages on improved property........... $417,007 00 
United States 5 per cent. loan, 1881... 2 152,250 00 
United States 6 per cent. loan, 1881... ‘i 31,950 00 
Philadelphia City loans..................... 149,653 59 
Philadelphia, Wilmington, and Baltimore 

Railroad Company stock............... 15,250 00 

| Philadelphia, Wilmington, aod Baltimore 

Railroad Company 6 per cent loan..... 10,500 00 

Company first 
mortgage loan........-...------....-.-.. 11,550 00 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company consoli- 
| Gnbet ehes IOOR... 2000 ccccccc ceswccecscccce 25,760 00 
| Pennsylvania Railroad Company Navy 
| a 10,000 00 
Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Com- 

pany consolidated sevens loan......... 20,000 00 
Delaware Railroad Company mortgage 

CED TOUR. cnt csc cwccncncnasccerennescuses 15,300 00 
Philadelphia and Erie Railroad Company 

first mortgage sixes Joar............... 25,750 00 

first mortgage sixes loan............-.... 42,000 00 

mortgage sixes loan................-...- 35,970 00 
Lehigh Valley Railroad Company consoli- 

{ dated mortgage sixes loan.............. 21,120 00 

| Harrisburg, Portsmouth, Mt. Joy, aud 

| Lancaster Railroad Company first 

| mortgage sixes loan..............-...-. 20,600 00 
Elmira and Williamsport Railroad Com- 

pany first mortgage sevens loan........ 25,625 00 

West Jersey Railroad Company consoli- 
| dated mortgage sevens loan._.....- 9,300 00 
| Pennsylvania and New York Canal and 
Railroad Company seven per cent. 
FOG Sntendocivadeniess dccccecedbanecncap ce 26,640 00 | 
| dated mortgage sixes loan.............- 60,900 00 
| Southern Central Railroad Company of 
New York second mortgage sevens 
ee eee a ee 20,000 00 
American Steamship Company of Phila- 
delphia 6 per cent. loan................. 11,100 00 
Schuylkill Navigation Company second j 
BRGNIGAGO WAM.......ccescuccoccnccesces-- 7,560 00 
Schuylkill Navigation Company first | 
SRR DA, anne apnisdsncetancuncene 7,291 00 | 
Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company | 
first mortgage sixes loan.-.--............ 17,200 00 | 
Lehigh Coal and Navigation Company gold 
LOAD 2.2... 2-2-2 enone nnnen- cannes sceenncnes 29,870 00 | 













pany first mortgage sixes loan........ 7,300 00 
Delaware Division Canal Company 6 per 
Cont. 1OAR...............20--ececeecensese 16,000 00 | 
Philadelphia and Reading Coal and Iron 
Company seven per cent. loan......._. 12,000 00 
Harrisburg City sixes loan.................. 18,000 00 
St. Louis City sixes loan.................... 25,000 00 
Delaware State sixes loan.................. 21,000 00 
Camden County sixes loan.... 15,300 00 
Cincinnati City 73-10s loan 38,000 00 
Cixcinnati City sevens loan 10,000 00 
Cincinnati City sixes loan.... 12,000 00 
Pittsburgh City sevens loan.............-... 62,500 00 
Newark City sevens loan.......-...--...... 22,600 00 
Philadelphia Bank stock aa 22,780 00 
Manayunk Gas Company stock............ 1,000 00 
Real Estate............2.2.-.0-20--22--ececee 96,700 00 
Accrued Interest............. “ 15,364 39 
Bills Receivable................ rf. 1,000 00 
Cash in Managers’ hands........ . 53,110 94 
Cash in Bank and Offfice.................... 34,679 44 | 
aleapasetiadiiails 1 
$1,704,481 36 | 


JOHN DEVEREUX, President. 
WM. G. CROWELL, Secretary. 
JOHN L. THOMSON, Ass’t Secretary. 


January Ist, 1878. 





‘he National Temperance Advocate. 


Published monthly, by the National Temperance 
Society, containing Arguments, Statistics.and Tem- | 
perance Tales, by some of the ablest writers in the 
world, and giving a condensed history of the Cause 
everywhere. Important and indispensable to every 
earnest worker in every Society and Organization in 
the land. January Number commences the new vol- 
ume. Only $1.10 per year, in advance, inc uding t- 
age. Now is the time to subscribe. Address J. N. 
STEARNS, Publishing Agent, 58 Reade St., New York, 


The most select low-priced Music 








The Echo. Book for Schools, Colleges, Conven- 
| tions, &e. Very Compiot, Price, 75 cents. 

, Fo | or Sunday Schools and Gos- 
| Murray’s Songs pei “Meetings Fitiod. wach 
| Gems. Price, 35 cents. 

Piano _Blake’s New Method. A complete self- 
* instructor. Learn without a_ teacher. 

$1.00, boards ; paper, 75 cents. EITHER BOOK 

post-paid. WHITE, SMITH, & CO., Boston, Mass. 


FOR BRACKET WORKERS ' 


Bracket Plaues, 25 cts. each. 
Bracket Saws, 10 cts. per Dez, 
All Free by mail. Send for Circular and 
Price List. Foner, Foreign and Domestic Woods. 
GEORGE M. WAY & CO., Hartford, Cenn. 








m the Leaf Cluster, send to D. R. NIVER 
Albany, N. Y. 











LACES, | 
GLOVES, and everyth ng that a young lady wants 
SHOES, | 
HATS, | 
CLOTHING, and everything that a gentleman wants 
BOOTS, | 
SUITS, | 
SHIRTS, and everything that a boy wants. 
RUBBERS, | 
BLANKETS, 
SHEETINGS, — wanted for the house- 
CURTAINS, 
— Correspondence freely invited from —— 
— outoftown. Samples promptlysent —— 
— by mail. —_ 
The open of 1878 opens Many new features in the 
business at the Grand Depot, the principal of which 
is a GREAT REDUCTION in the price of every 
thing. 
JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Grand Depot, 13th St, Philadelphia. 
Thirtieth Annual Report 
OF THE 
Penn Mutual Life Insurance Co, 
of Philadelphia. 
Net Assets, January 1, 1877.... $5,582,867.50 
RECEIPTS. 
Premium receipts...-.... $1,179,791.03 
Interest receipts, etc............ 378,615.75 
————_ 1,558, 406.78 
WE ccienncniisentintiiidinnniiitises $7 141,274.37 
DISBURSEMENTS. 
* Losses and endowments paid_ $379,407.89 
Dividends to policy holders...... 230,953.20 
Surremdered policies, re-insur- 
SED, Bia cens cnddcdecdccasssnenke 231,849.29 
Commissions, salaries, medical 
o_O Ta 127,342.75 
Taxes, egal expen’s, adv’g, etc.. 109,218.02 
——_———_ 1,077,771.15 
Assets Jan. 1, 1878, at cost................. = $6.063,503.22 
ASSETS. 
U.S. 5 and 6 per cent. bonds, Philadelphia 
and city loans, R. R. bonds, bank, and 
other stocks, worth $2,069,342.75, cost.... $2,000,448.93 
) , first liens on properties worth 
Pe ED ncmnnn aecgatennncenseccescossccnse 484,121.17 
Premium notes, secured by policies....... 711,572.00 
Loans onjcollaterals, etc.................... v 
Agents’ balances, secured by bonds.......- 21,291.06 
Real estate owned by the Company cost-.. 367,036.61 
Cash on Band and in Trust Companies.... 173,374.68 
Net ledger assets, as above................. 063,503.22 
Net deferred and unreported * 
| SRM. 2c cenccnndion osoncecs $105,221.65 
Interest due and accrued on 
ee 88,137.38 
arket value of 
stocks, etc., over 
 __, NPAT $68,893.82 
Less depreciation in 
real estate.......... 45,032.61 
—_—_ 23,861.21 
217,220.24 
| Gross assets January 1, 1878................ $6,280,723.46 
LIABILITIES. 
Losses reported, but not due... $113,352.81 
Reserve required at 4 per cent. 
to re-insure risKs...........  5,260,336.00 
Dividends on unreported poli- 
(A RR i ica 27,317.69 
Premiums paid in advance... 6,898.96 
———————_ $5, 408,405.46 
Surplus 4 per cent. basis....... 872,318.00 
$8 230,723.46 
Surplus at 4g per cent (esti- 
Mated). ......cnqseccccesen $1,212,000.00 


The undersigned committee have carefully exam- 
ined the Bonds, Mortgages, and other assets of the 
Penn Mutual Life I. surance Company as set forth in 
- above statement, and certify to the correctness of 
the same: 

Joseph H. Trotter, Samuel E. Stokes, 
James O. Pease. John H. Watt. 

At a meeting of the Board of} Trustees, held om Tues- 

day evens, ¢ e 8th inst., the following officers were 


| unanimously re-elected for the ensuing year : 


Samuel C. Huey, President. 
Samuel E. Stokes, Vice-President. 
H. 8. hens, 2d Vice-President, 
Jas. Weir Mason, Actuary. 
Henry Austie, Secretary. 

Heury C. Brown, Ass’t Secretary 
And at a meeting held on the 15th inst., the Board of 
Trustees resolved to allow each participating licy- 
holder his share of undivided surplus in reduction of 
his cash payment, payme t of premium note er in 
reversionary addition to policy as the premium is paid. 


* The losses were $114,000 less than those estimated by 
the mortaility table. 


MAGICAL APPARATUS. 


Send 15 cents for Illustrated Catalogue with 
prices. The cost of catalogue may be deducted in 
remitting for first purchase. Address the manu- 
facturer, THOMAS W. YOST, 35 North 9th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Refers, by permission, to the publisher of this 
paper. 





THE CURSE OF RUM. 


The Life and Work of Dr. Reynolds and Francis 
Marehy, over 800 pages. Price §2.00. ‘AGENTS 


HL. S. GOODSPEED & CO., New York, or Cincinnati,O 








